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Quiz Night
The Autumn season gets off to a good 
start with the Village Quiz on Saturday 
11 October in the Community Centre 
at 7 for 7.30pm. Such is the renown of 
Quizmaster and question setter Craig 
Lewis, the evening was sold out a month 
ahead

The Quiz night is a joint effort between 
the F H Residents’ Association and the 
F H Community Assn and the proceeds 
are split equally between both Charities. 
The organisers are grateful to Vic Grewal 
of Budgens for the donation of a bottle 
of wine for each table.

A Musical Afternoon of 
Entertainment

On Sunday 19 October The Royal 
British Legion Club are presenting A 
Musical Afternoon of Entertainment for 
the benefit of Serviceman and Women 
Deployed Overseas at Christmas. 
British Legion Club 3.30 pm to 7.00. 
Everyone welcome. Tickets £5 from 
George O’Leary 01628 526360 or 
Mary Harding 01628 520546 or Sally 
Maddren, Stewardess of the Club.  The 
Legion undertakes that all ticket money 
will go to filling Christmas Boxes for the 
Troops.

Craft Fair
The Craft Fair run by the F H Residents’ 
Association will be on Saturday 1 
November in the Community Centre 
from 10.30 am to 4 pm. There will 
be a wide variety of stalls and it will 
be an opportunity to buy Christmas 
presents, decorations and perhaps a 
little something for yourself without the 
parking and jostling of the Eden Centre. 
As an additional delight you will be 
able to take lunch or afternoon tea as a 
part of your Flackwell village shopping 
expedition.

A Night at the Races
The F H Residents Association Race 
Night will allow you to enjoy all the 

excitement of a 
day’s racing at 
Ascot without 
having to find 
somewhere to park 
the Bentley. Friday 
14 November 7.30 
at the Community 
Centre.

I have never been 
to a race night so 
I asked organiser 
Pam Mannering 
what it was all about. “It is very simple.” 
she said. “We have a large screen and 
we run the film of a real race. But we 
change the name of the race and the 
names of the runners so that no one will 
be able to remember which horse won. 
You place your bets at odds worked out 
on the tote system. 

At the  very least we guarantee you an 
evening of excitement and fun, hope 
and despair; and with any luck you 
may go home with more money in 
your pocket than you came with. The 
minimum stake is £1 but there is nothing 
to stop you being a little more sporting. 
For those who would like to be an 
owner and receive a bottle of something 
bubbly if your horse wins, a modest sum 
will secure you virtual ownership of a 
thoroughbred racehorse.”

The evening will finish at around 10.30. 
In that time there will be 7 or 8 races. 
The cost is £10 which includes supper 
and there will be a licensed bar at good 
prices.

Tickets are available from Mrs Patel at the 
Post Office or at Unit 4 Newsagents or 
from Pam Mannering on 01628 525317. 
Profits from the evening will go to the F 
H Residents’ Association to support the 
Cherry Fayre.

Wine Tasting Evening
Those of us who attended the Community 
Association’s wine tasting last February 

will recall what an enjoyable evening 
it was. Nigel Gibbes of Stratford Wines 
in Cookham presented us with an 
attractive range of wines at around £10. 
I fully expect that tickets for the evening 
of Saturday 22 November will sell out 
quickly.

Nigel has the enthusiasm and knowledge 
to talk quite simply about each wine in 
a way that makes both wine buffs and 
simple quaffers me like feel he is telling 
us something really interesting.  

The ticket includes a supper designed to 
encourage the taste buds and to absorb 
the alcohol of those of us who prefer to 
drink all the wine in our glass.  

Continued on page 2
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An Autumn of 
Flackwell Delights

 

 

THE CARRINGTON SCHOOLS 
PARENT TEACHER ASSOCIATION 

Fundraising for the Infant and Junior Schools 
Registered Charity No. 1102086 

 
     Shopping Trip 

 

THURSDAY 20th NOVEMBER 
 

SEATS NOW 

AVAILABLE 
 

ONLY £10 PER HEAD 

 

 
COACH LEAVES CARRINGTON SCHOOL AT 9.15am 

RETURN COACH LEAVES HARRODS AT 4pm 

 

All Villagers welcome to come along  
Book soon with 

CAROLINE on 01494 535621 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Singing in the Christmas lights  Photo: Meg Scullion



Graffiti Gone
On the morning of 25 July it became 
apparent that vandals had got onto the 
roofs of the Community Centre and 
defaced the walls and windows with 
graffiti.  Our immediate reaction was 
anger that the money raised by the 
Community Association was going 
to be wasted cleaning the building 
instead of being used to improve the 
facilities. 

Unfortunately the police were unable 
to recognise the tags (signatures) used 
by the kids and no further action has 
been taken.

However, our local Councils are very 
aware of the need to remove graffiti 
quickly.  Chepping Wycombe Parish 
Council offered a removal spray and 
through the good offices of Cllr John 
Savage, Wycombe District Council 
came and cleaned the graffiti off.  
The FH Community Association 
would like to thank Cllr Savage and 
both Councils for their support and 
practical help over this annoying 
incident.

John Sweetman Chair of the 
F H Community Association

Marion Case and her husband, Gordon, 
took over as the new hosts at the Green 
Dragon on Wednesday 20 August. 
Gordon runs his own building business 
and you may imagine people envying 
him going home to a pub after a hard 
day’s work. But life is a lot harder on the 
landlord’s side of the bar.

Marion has worked in offices all her life 
and felt a need to make a change. She 
told me she had met more interesting 
people in the first four days at the Green 
Dragon than she had in the whole of last 
year. She has absolutely no experience 
of running a pub; she relies on her 
faithful band of regulars to advise when 
she is going wrong.  

The Dragon used to have winning teams 
but things have fallen away recently.  They 
were the top brains who regularly won 
the Flackwell inter-pub quiz contests 
and the top brawn who regularly until 
this July won the Cherry Fayre tug-o-war.  
With Gordon’s contacts in the building 
business, we expect the Green Dragon 
to field a hard-to-beat eight next year. 
Marion is planning to get a women’s 
darts team going along side the men’s 
team and to get together a football side 

like the Dragon had in the past. 

The current programme of activities 
is Mondays – Cribbage; Tuesdays – 
Women’s Darts; Wednesdays – Men’s 
Darts; Thursdays – Pool. Watch this 
space.

And the Dragon will have food.  Marion 
loves to cook although she had never 
done it professionally. She has found 
a good kitchen at the Dragon and 
has started producing bar food at 
lunchtime.  

Marion brought in a professional steam 
cleaning company to work on the 
kitchen. As she said, “The first thing 
a woman does with a new kitchen is 
to give it a good clean even if it was 
perfectly clean before.”  As well as bar 
food Marion will be serving Sunday 
Roast.

Tim Kendell

An Autumn of Flackwell Delights 
Continued from page 1

The evening is in aid of the Community 
Centre. Tickets are £10 and available 
from Barbara Thompson on 01628 
522751. 

Carols and Christmas Lights
Christmas begins as night falls on 
Saturday 29 November and people 
gather by the Christmas tree outside the 
Community Centre to sing carols and 
turn on the Christmas lights. Organised 
by the Residents’ Association.

Cinderella
On Saturday 6 December the Scouts, 
Cubs and Brownies will present their 
Christmas Pantomime, Cinderella, in 
the Community Centre. Performances 
at 3pm and 7pm. Producer-Director 
Cameron Price, Assistant Director Sam 
A’Court. Tickets are £4 and will be 
available from mid-November from Mrs 
Patel at the Post Office.  

Heath Singers Christmas Concerts
The Heath Singers carol concerts will 
be on 11, 17 and 18 of December.  This 
year all three will be in Christ Church. 
Peggy Woolhouse tells me that whereas 
last year the programme included carols 
from around the world this year they 
will concentrate on English carols plus 
some American items in honour of the 
newly elected President of the United 
States. 

Tim Kendell

New Faces at the 
Green Dragon 

Marion and Gordon Case:. 
Photo: Tim Kendell

4 PAWS

Professional dog grooming 
All breeds catered for 

From clipping to hand stripping

Call Sharon on 01628 532863 
www.4pawsonline.co.uk



H a r v e s t Festival is being 
celebrated on Sunday 5 October 
with an 8.30am Holy Communion, a 
10.00am all-age service shared with 
the Flackwell Heath Girls Brigade 
and a 6.30pm Communion Service. 
Please do bring Harvest Gifts which 
will be distributed to those in need 
and to Age Concern.

BBeeBies (Bumps, Babies and Beyond) 
is the name of the new Parent/Carer 
and Toddler Group at Christ Church. 
It is for children from birth (‘babies’) 
to 5 years (‘beyond’) and runs from 
1.30pm to 3.00pm every term-time 
Monday afternoon with crafts, toys, 
singing, stories, friends, chat, support 
and refreshment. Expectant mums 
(‘bumps’) are particularly welcome 
too. And on 4th Mondays watch out 
for a special guest appearance from 
‘Prayer Bear’! It costs just £1 per 
family. 

An All Saints Eve ‘Light and Bright’ 
Party for all in school years 1 to 6 
will be held at the Church Centre 
on Friday 31st October from 6.00pm 
to 7.30pm. Come wearing bright 
clothing… the brighter the better… 
for an evening of fun, games and 
food. The cost is just £1.

Keep Warm and Make Friends this 
autumn at Coffee Stop. Coffee Stop 
is open Monday to Friday every 
weekday morning from 9.00am 
to 11.30am during term-time 
(Wednesday mornings only during 
school holidays). It serves fantastic 
fairly-traded tea and coffee with daily 
newspapers, and provides a warm 
and friendly place to meet old friends 
and make new ones.

Can 1½ million people be wrong? 
This is the number of people who 
attended an Alpha course last year, 
some of whom here in Flackwell 
Heath! There are Tuesday daytime 
and Thursday evening courses at 
Christ Church this autumn, beginning 
in October. 

Please contact the Church Office in 
Chapel Road for details of regular 
services and further information on 
any of the above: 01628 533004 
(9.00am – 1.00pm Monday to 
Friday).

Art at the 
Surgery
If you've visited the new 
Cherrymead Surgery in 
Loudwater, you may have 
thought it impressive but a 
bit bleak.  It had this effect 
on Flackwell’s Tony Flintham, 
and he decided to do 
something about it.  With the 
encouragement of Dr King and Jackie 
Jennings, the Practice Manager, Tony 
has hung 18 of his watercolours on the 
previously rather bare walls of the public 
areas.  Subjects are mostly landscapes, 
often in the Mediterranean, and they 
certainly bring a touch of colour to liven 
the place up.  

The pictures are for sale, and 20% of 
the proceeds will be paid to a medical 
charity (either of the buyer's choice or 
Cancer Research UK).  Alison Gilchrist, 
the receptionist, has a list of prices.

Tony, who signs his work with his full 
name, James A Flintham, is a member 
of both the Bucks Art Society and the 
Cookham Art Society and often exhibits 
locally. 

He hopes to have some pictures in the 
Bucks Art Soc Autumn Show at the 
Obsidian Gallery in October.  Tony was 
an engineer in the oil business until he 
retired in 1991.  He has lived in both 

Iraq and The 
L e b a n o n , 
f o r t u n a t e l y 
when they 
were at peace.  

His father also worked in oil, and Tony 
grew up speaking Arabic and went to 
school in Jerusalem.  He has always 
painted, and his retirement has allowed 
him to take it up seriously.  Next time 
you are in the Surgery, have a look at the 
results, and enjoy.

Sue Arnautov

Methodist 
Church

HARVEST WEEKEND 
4th and 5th October 

Saturday 4 October 6.00 for 6.30pm - 
'Harvest 'Pot Luck' Supper and Games 
evening - all invited, particularly families 
with children.

Sunday 5 October 11.00am - Harvest 
Thanksgiving - All Age, Multi-media 
Worship on the theme of 'The Sower'

Sunday 5 October 6.30pm - Own 
arrangement service on a Harvest 
theme, and distribution of harvest gifts.

'SUNDAY LIVE' 
All Age/Multi media worship for young 
families and children up to age 7+.   

This starts on Sunday 19 October at 
9.30am, before the usual 11.00am 
morning worship. This will be a monthly 
service - on the 3rd Sunday of every 
month.  There will be refreshments 
available (bacon butties, etc!) between 
this service and the 11.00am to which 
all our worshippers are invited.

For further information please contact 
Jane Routledge on  01628 520686

Everyday low prices 
on beers, wines and spirits

DVD & blu-ray movie rentals
Video Game rentals - 

   Xbox 360, Playstation 3, Nintendo Wii
Quality beers wines and spirits -

   with 10% off wines
Tobacco, newspapers, sweets, snacks,

  Paypoint – pay bills and mobile top ups

Express Videos & Off License
 3 Straight Bit  

9am - 11pm 
every day

01628 526966

Everyday low prices

Newspapers in shop or delivered 

Magazines - popular and specialist

Groceries - bread, milk and local eggs  
Cold soft drinks, sandwiches and snacks 

Tobacco and confectionary
Paypoint – pay bills and mobile top ups

Flackwell News
3 Swains Market  

6am - 11pm 
every day

01628 523454



Cherry Fayre 
2009 Celebration

The FH Residents’ Association (FHRA) is 
holding a special evening at the Royal 
British Legion at 7.30 pm on Friday 17 
October to celebrate the success of the 
Cherry Fayre. We wish to thank all the 
people who have helped especially 
Mike and Meg Scullion and Terry Darby, 
and to welcome anybody who wishes to 
help for 2009.

Mike and Meg are stepping down from 
the Cherry Fayre Committee but they are 
not planning to disappear completely; 
they will continue to support and advise 
the new Committee. Terry has already 
declared himself willing to take on the 
job of Events and Parade Co-ordinator.

The evening will also be an opportunity 
to meet the new Committee who will 
announce the theme of next year’s Fayre 
and to discuss your thoughts and ideas 
for making the 2009 Fayre to be held on 
12 July better than ever.  

If you feel you would like to help with 
the Fayre on the day or help plan and 
organise it in the Winter months please 
talk to a committee member – we are 
particularly looking for someone to link 
with firms who advertised in last year’s 
programme and new firms who would 
like to advertise next year. Meg will be 
available to advise on collecting the 
artwork and preparing it for the printer.

The evening is open to all our friends who 
have helped us in the past, all members 
of the Residents Association and anyone 
who would like to contribute in future. 
We are hoping that the businesses who 
sponsored and supported us will also 
be able to send along a representative. 
There will be a cash bar and a free 
buffet. 

This is new way for us to celebrate the 
success of the Cherry Fayre, and to get 
everybody interested and involved, so 
it would help enormously if you could 
let Carolyn Leonard the FHRA secretary 
know if you are planning to come, so that 
we can make sure the buffet is enough 
to feed all our friends and supporters. 
01628 526512 or carolynaleonard@
talktalk.net

David Onslow 
Chairman FHRA 2009 Cherry Fayre 
Committee

Could you use £480 
for the Community?

Each May our Wycombe District 
Councillors are allocated money they 
can donate to causes in their ward.  Last 
year Cllr John Savage had £480 and he 
chose to donate it to Carrington Junior 
School to help with the cost of their new 
garden. 

There is no shortage of well known 
organisations and projects who would 
like to receive £480 but there may 
also be deserving causes and projects 
Councillors have never heard of. If 
you have a project in mind, please 
contact Cllr John Savage and Cllr Julia 
Langley who can let you have details. 
The community project must be for the 
benefit of people in Flackwell Heath 
Ward and the councillors will choose 
projects they feel able to support.

Tim Kendell

AGE CONCERN 

FLACKWELL HEATH AND 
LOUDWATER 

Invite you to celebrate

THE GREAT 
SUNDAY LUNCH

Sunday 19 October at 12.30 for 1pm 
at the Day Centre, Common Road

Roast Beef 
and Seasonal vegetables 

• 
Apple Pie or Trifle 

• 
Tea or coffee

£10 with a glass of wine or a soft drink

For more information and booking 

01628 526113 or 01628 522600

Carrington Garden in October  Photo: Tim Kendell

M 
V E H I C L E  S E R V I C I N G 

A    
 General car repairs and maintenance

 Free courtesy car available
 Tyres, exhausts and batteries supplied and fitted

Latest diagnostic equipment for all makes of vehicle
 Air conditioning service available 

01628 850000
email: info@mavs.co.uk 

Alexander House, Wessex Industrial Estate, Bourne End, Bucks, SL8 5DT M 
V E H I C L E  S E R V I C I N G 

A    

YOUR LOCAL MOT SPECIALIST 
A friendly family run business with 20 years experience

Servicing all cars, new and old 
also light commercial vehicles.

Osteopath home visits 
Flackwell Heath and near area

£40/session, 
back, neck and joint pain etc

Tel 07730 733377 
www.community-osteopath.co.uk

YOUR LOCAL ELECTRICIAN

ElecSa Approved Part P Certification 
Fully Insured 

For a free quotation and friendly 
service

Martin Lawrence  01628 525178



Morning WI
On 28 October the Group Convenor, 
May Jones, is organising a group trip to 
Marble House in Twickenham followed 
by a visit to the musical Museum in 
Brentford. May also told us she had now 
sent 22 boxes to the troops in Afghanistan. 
Members agreed to continue support for 
the scheme.

A shopping trip to Oxford in November 
was suggested. More details next 
month.

The competition winners were Glennis 
Rolfe, Jean Stevens and Elizabeth 
Roberts.

Margaret Deakin was the speaker and 
her topic, illustrated with slides from 
a tour in Pennsylvania, was – ‘The 
Keystone State’. She took us from 
William Penn’s early life in England and 
his conversion to Quakerism, through 
his exile to America and the founding of 
Pennsylvania. The freedoms he wanted 

for everyone later became the basis of 
the American Constitution. William 
Penn returned to England and when 
he died he was buried in the village of 
Jordans. 

Margaret Butler thanked her for her 
presentation which had condensed a lot 
of history into a short time.

Jean Worth

Evening WI
In August, instead of the usual monthly 
meeting, we had a potluck supper in the 
President's garden.  For once it didn't 
rain, and we had fun 'Naming that 
Plant', all growing somewhere if you 
could find the number!  

Back at the Sarney Room in September, 
Kate Miller talked to us on 'Nepal - It 
Changes Your Life'.   Kate, a teacher, first 
went to Nepal on a trekking holiday, 
and fell in love with the country and its 
people.  She has been back a number 

of times, taking gifts and helping in 
schools.  Her slides were ravishing.

Next month is our Annual Meeting, 
where we elect the Committee and hear 
reports of our year's activities and our 
financial affairs.  Afterwards, members 
will talk about a memento that they 
have brought along - an adult version of 
'show and tell'!  We have a couple of 
outings to the Swan lined up.  

At county level, all sorts of trips and 
visits are coming up, including a choral 
concert at Winchester Cathedral, 
Victorian Christmas in Portsmouth 
Dockyard, and a talk on the Galapagos 
by a wild-life photographer. Kate Adie 
will talk at the BFWI Council Meeting in 
October.  You are never short of things 
to do in the WI!  Open to all women, 
come and see….. (PS Some of the 
outings can include non-members, such 
as husbands).

Sue Arnautov

Neighbourhood 
Watch

Number plate theft
Theft of vehicle number 
plates is on the increase, as 
this is a way in which criminals 
can ‘clone’ a taxed and insured vehicle 
for the purposes of committing a crime, 
even if that ‘crime’ is just avoiding the 
congestion charge in London!  The 
typical number plate is secured to the 
vehicle by two easily-removed screws, 
and can be taken off in a minute or so.  
To combat this activity, Screwfix have 
donated a supply of clutch-head screws 
which can be used either to replace the 
existing screws, or in addition to them.  
These screws are almost impossible to 
remove, and can be obtained free of 
charge, at Wycombe or Marlow police 
stations. Hopefully, car manufacturers 
will be looking at more secure ways of 
attaching number plates. 

NEW NHWatch Scheme – Beck-
ings Way

Following on from the successful 
introduction of a second scheme in 
Northern Woods, a new scheme has 
been set up in the adjoining Beckings 
Way.  Mrs Judith Hill recently hosted 
a ‘start-up’ meeting, attended by 
representatives from over half the 
houses in Beckings Way.  The meeting 
was supported by myself and Geoffrey 
Pegg, Chairman of Wycombe District 
Neighbourhood Watch Association.  

Beckings Way will also be a 
‘No Doorstep Selling Zone’.  
Contact Judith directly for 
more information.

What can PCSOs do?
Have you ever wondered what 

powers a Police Community 
Support Officer (PCSO) has?  Well, 
wonder no more!  Thames Valley 
Police have produced a simple but very 
informative leaflet entitled ‘A guide 
to the powers of Police Community 
Support Officers (PCSOs)’  In addition 
to having the same powers as a Traffic 
Warden, PCSOs have considerable 
powers to deal with the many forms 
of anti-social behaviour, misuse of 
alcohol, vandalism and nuisance, 
including specific stop-and-search 
powers.  If you would like a copy of 
this leaflet, please contact me.

End of Summer Time – the darker 
evenings approach

What summer I hear you ask!  At 2.00 
am British Summer Time (BST) on 
Sunday 26th October 2008 the clocks 
will move back by one hour as civil 
time returns from BST to Coordinated 
Universal Time – better known in the 
UK as GMT (Greenwich Mean Time).  
This means that the evenings will get 
darker earlier, and opportunist thieves 
really look forward to this.  Make sure 
that you secure vulnerable doors and 
windows before dusk falls.

Police Non-emergency number: 

0845 8 505 505

Crimestoppers (Anonymous): 
0800 555 111

Trading Standards (Consumer Direct): 
0845 4 04 05 06

For further information about 
Neighbourhood Watch, contact

David Gresswell – Area Co-ordinator, 
Flackwell Heath

01628 525019 
 flackwell-nhwatch@talktalk.net

Flackwell Heath Women’s Institute

 Loft conversion
 & roo� ng specialists

 Slate & tile pitched roofs
 Flat roof problems solved
 Gutters, fascias & so�  ts
 Flashings and leadwork

Talk to Zak about a loft conversion
Friendly advice and free estimates 

01628 524677 or 07980 864278 

ExZakt

Aerobics and Yoga with Caroline

Wednesdays at Carrington Junior 
Aerobics 7 – 8 pm 

Fitness Yoga 8 – 9 pm

01628 826544 or 07989 328573



Diary of events
Regular events
Saturdays The FH Royal British Legion runs dances every Saturday evening. 
 8.30 to 11.30  Open to non members
Wednesdays  The Silver Circle over 60 Club  2nd and 4th Wednesdays from 2pm to 4 at the  
 Royal British Legion Club. £1 including tea, cake and a chat.
Thursdays Good Companions meet every other Thursday 1.30 to 3.30 in the Community Centre.  
 Speakers, games and conversation
Thursdays Flackwell Ladies Club 1st & 3rd Thurs 8pm Community Centre
 
October 
Wednesday 1  Jigsaw and Paperback Library Community Centre 1.30 to 3.30 
Sunday 5 Bourne End Concert Orchestra 7.45 at BE Community Centre
 Tickets £10 from 01628 522854
Saturday 11 Village Quiz night   SOLD OUT
Friday 17 Cherry Fayre celebration & planning party 7.30 at Royal British Legion 
Saturday 18 Beat Surgery  Talk to your local policeman Rob Page Christ Church 11.00 – 1.00
Sunday 19 Age Concern’s Great Sunday Lunch 12.30 for 1.00 Day Centre £10 
Sunday 19 Royal British Legion A Musical Afternoon of entertainment 3.30 pm to 7.00  £5
Sunday 26 Flackwell Amblers Cookham Dean Walk  10 am from Budgens car park
 
November
Saturday 1  Residents Association Craft Fair Community Centre 10.30 to 4.00
Tuesday 4  Mike Dewey on Sharing Wycombe’s Old Photographs  7.30 in the Library £2
Wednesday 5  Jigsaw and Paperback Library    Community Centre 1.30 to 3.30 
Sunday 9  Remembrance Sunday  War Memorial  10.00 for 10.30
Sunday 17  Flackwell Amblers Thames Walk. 10 am from Budgens car park
Friday 14  Residents’ Association Race Night  Community Centre 
Thursday 20 Shopping trip to Harrods by coach 9.15 am £10 Carrington PTA See advert
Saturday 22  Community Association Wine Tasting  £10 Community Centre 7 for 7.30
Sunday 26 Flackwell Amblers Burnham Beeches. 10 am from Budgens car park 
 Saturday 29 Christmas carols and lights 5.00 in front of the Community Centre

We apologise for having 
to postpone our recent 
Local History event. This will now 
be held on Tuesday 4 November at 
7.30 pm.  The event is to publicise 
"Sharing Wycombe's Old Photographs" 
(SWOP) and Mike Dewey, the Project 
Manager, will be bring along a selection 
from the enormous collection of old 
photos and will give a fascinating 
and interactive talk on this exciting 
local history resource.  Tickets are 
available from the library price £2 each. 
Alison Harvey

Our New Library Manager
Patricia Brannigan MA took over from 
Julie Palmer on 26 August. Patricia began 
working for the Bucks Library Service 
11 years ago after her two children were 
grown up. Her face may be familiar as 
she has regularly helped behind the 
counter in our library as well as most 
other libraries between Burnham and 
Stokenchurch. 

In the near future Patricia hopes to be 
able to introduce two new services.  
Firstly, a one hour free one-to-one taster 
for people who have no experience of 
using a computer.  This is not just for 
the elderly; she is aiming it at all adults 
who somehow managed to miss being 
introduced to computers at school, at 
work or by their friends.

She would also like to introduce drop-in 
sessions where people can learn how to 
use all the resources of the internet when 
putting together their family histories.

If one or both of these activities appeals 
to you, please give your name and 
contact details to the library staff.  They 
will be able to demonstrate a demand 
and that will help Patricia and her staff to 
get more resources to meet the demand. 
Tim Kendell
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FLACKWELL HEATH 
LIBRARY

served from 12 - 3

served Mon - Fri, 11.30am til 2pm. 
Blackboard specials as well as varied menu 

now shown at the cherry tree (all sports) 

advertised on an A-board outside pub

the cherr y tree pub

5 Straight Bit, Flackwell Heath     01628 522299

Ashton Opticians
O P T O M E T R I S T S
1 Acorn House, 12-16 Straight Bit, Flackwell Heath

PRIVATE AND NHS EYE EXAMINATIONS
SPECTACLES  & CONTACT LENSES

Your independent practice in 
Flackwell Heath 

for value, style and personal service 

  
01628 530420
www.ashtonopticians.co.uk

Partners:  Mr. M. W. Ashton BSc.(Hons), MCOptom, 
Mrs R.V. Ashton BSc.(Hons),MCOptom

CW
CHATTELWORTH    

LIMITED
All general building work plus

Full Decorating Service
Purpose-Made Joinery

Maintenance Free Products
First class service at competitive prices
Call now for a no obligation estimate

Local Authority Approved

95a Queens Road, High Wycombe, Bucks  
HP13 6AH

Tel/fax 01494 461544 



Local 
Badminton  
– at every age and every level
Badminton is now the country’s 
Number 1 racket sport, that’s the 
finding of a recent survey by the Sports 
Industry Research Centre. About 
1m adults and, more importantly, 
500,000 children participate in the 
sport at least once a month. 

The Flackwell Heath Community 
Centre was designed to include 
Badminton in its activities.  You can 
hire a court to play with your friends 
– very popular with ladies who can 
get time off during the week to keep 
fit. 

For players looking for a more 
competitive level, the Heathland 
Badminton Club meets at the 
Community Centre from 8 - 10pm 
on Monday evenings all year round, 
except for August and Bank Holidays.  
Members from a wide age range play 
at intermediate/good standard in a 
social atmosphere.  Membership is by 
invitation, but they welcome visitors 
and guests, so you can go along to 
see if you are suited; contact Matthew 
Fenn on 01628 524171.   Annual 
membership costs about £75 pa.  

People of all ages can enjoy the game: 
Rose Saunders played badminton in 
Flackwell until earlier this year, when 
medical advice forced her to retire. 
Nothing unusual there, you might 
think.......but she retired on her 89th 
birthday!  And she played to win, and 
expected no concessions.  Rose had 
played occasionally in her youth, 
but took it up more seriously when 
she retired (she was a needlework 
teacher). She is threatening to play 
again on her 90th birthday. 

Abby Kumar adds:

With more funding available from 
various bodies, Sport England for 
example, the focus is now in getting 
more children involved in the 
sport. At the Wycombe Badminton 
Centre where I am a Director, we 
have acquired funding to appoint 

professional coaches to conduct 
courses for a whole range of ages 
and abilities. The courses are of 6 
weeks duration, and after that the 
child can join a club at the Centre, 
again with a professional coach in 
attendance. There are courses too for 
adult beginners, and a social club for 
them to play in after the course.  It is 
amazing to see how quickly children 
pick up the skills required for the 
sport, and have such fun at the same 
time! 

We do not try and push children into 
trying more than they are capable of. 
If they wish to play for enjoyment, 
there is the opportunity for them to do 
so. However, if they wish to progress, 
they could go all the way to the top, 
with the highly skilled professional 
coaches we now have at the Centre.

More information on courses and 
events at Wycombe Badminton 
Centre can be found on their website 
www:wycombebadmintoncentre.
co.uk or by phoning 01494 436200.

Beat Surgeries 
Our local police officer, Rob 
Page, will be available to talk to 
you about policing in our area, 
crime issues and your individual 
concerns about crime and potential 
crimes. Fear of crime is a hot topic 
for many people in the village but 
surprisingly few bother to make 
their concerns known. Surgeries 
will be held at Christ Church on 

Saturday 18 October 
 from 11 am to 1 pm

Saturday 20 December 
 from 11 am to 1 pm

DON THE HANDYMAN
QUALITY WORK FROM A LOCAL AND RELIABLE 

TRADESMAN

General property maintenance, including
      the little things that need fixing

Bathroom refurbishments a speciality

Your DIY problems solved!

Please call to see how I may help

CALL DON ON 07957 490142
www.donthehandyman.co.uk

Osteopathic Clinic Moved

Michael Thornton has moved to 
The Mill House Dental Practice, 

London  Road, Loudwater.

01494 433072 or 07799713117.

The Suzanne Lear 
School of Dancing

Social Dance Classes 
Fridays - 7-8 pm. £7.00 

Curzon Centre-Beaconsfield 
HP9 1RG

01628-521738

 

Be t he pers on y ou want to 
be !  
For a free consultat ion contact:  

Nicola Flintham  
07910 059811 
nic ki.cambridge @yahoo .co .uk 

Be the person you want to be!

For a free consultation contact: 
Nicola Flintham 

07910 059811

Heathland Badminton Club Photo: Jonathan Smithies

Individually Structured Fees Agreed in Advance
Complete Accounting and Tax Solutions
Local Presence and National Strength

FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION

N I G E L RO C K C O O P E R AC A
T: 01628 520022 M: 07979 502479

E: n igel .coop er@aim s.co .uk

Why would you want to work with anyone else?



A1 Taxis was founded in 1968 by Rita and 
Ray Cramp, with one car.  In 1974 they 
were joined by their sons, Ray and Tony, 
and later by Ray's son Les and Tony's son 
Antony.  Today, the grandparents and 
Ray have retired, and Tony, Antony and 
Les are partners.  Les's mother insisted 
that he tried something outside cabs, 
so he trained as a chef, which is where 
he met his wife Claire.  But the pull of 
the business was too strong - and now 
Claire is a driver, as is Tony's wife Sue.  
The business moved from Wycombe to 
Flackwell in 1998.  

Their base is that small building next to 
Express Video - but they have a team of 
35 drivers, some employed by the firm, 
others owner-drivers.  They cover High 
Wycombe and the surrounding district, 
with longer trips to airports, etc.

They started using computers very early, 
in 1986, and they upgrade their system 
frequently.  They currently use a GPS-
based system with radio transmission, 
called Autocab.  It incorporates a street 
map of the district, and pinpoints the 
location and status of all the vehicles.  
The system was customised, by Autocab, 
to include the map, the sequence of 
calls, and the fare structure.  The area is 
divided into separate 'domains' (areas), 
and an incoming request is first offered 
to any drivers in that domain, and then 
to those in adjoining areas.  However, 
technology moves on, and A1 Taxis will 
be getting a new, GPRS (General Packet 
Radio Service) - based, system soon.  
This will allow drivers anywhere in the 
country to be reached by radio from the 
Flackwell base

The taxi business is strictly controlled; 
the operators, the drivers and the 
vehicles all have to be licensed.  The 
cars themselves have to be licensed, 

and kept up to the mark mechanically.  
A1 Taxis have ten of their own vehicles, 
and Antony looks after this side of the 
business, with the help of Dashwood 
Service Centre.  A car may last 5 years, 
with a driver doing about 100 miles per 
day.  

The largest part of A1’s business is taking 
children with special needs to school, 
22 different schools a day.  Bucks CC 
insists that such drivers have special 
checks, and training, and also that each 
child has a regular driver, who they can 
get to know.  The firm also does a lot 
of work for South Central Ambulance 
Service, taking patients to hospitals 
for out-patients clinics, especially for 
renal dialysis.  There are also corporate 
accounts, and then there's the occasional 
trade, where people want to get to, or 
back from, an airport, a restaurant, a big 
night out.......

Business is good; Les, who looks after 
the administrative side, told me that the 
number of journeys this May was well 
up on May 2007.  The price of fuel is a 
worry, but so far they are managing to 
hold their prices at levels in force since 
January 2007.

A1 Taxis offer a 24 hour service; after 
office hours, the phone is diverted to 
someone on night duty.  A female driver 
is available on request, but that has to 
be pre-booked.  They are happy to quote 
a price for any journey.

It's good to see a family firm doing well, 
and continuing into the third generation, 
while keeping up with the times.  

Sue Arnautov

Family Taxi firm 
celebrates 40 years

Flackwell Heath Community 
Association

Chairman:  John Sweetman 
  01628 528671

Secretary Chris Thomas 
  01628 520361

Treasurer Val Weston

  01628 523213

Centre bookings Pam Wilsher 
  01628 525484

Keyholder Express Video Shop
Reg Charity No. 1044870
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Local and long distance
4,5,7,8 Seater vehicles

Wycombe District Council Licensed

all major credit cards accepted

c a r p e t  c a r e
F L A C K W E L L  H E A T H
Free survey & quotation

Stain removal • Fully insured 
For clean, fresh carpets 
call Paul Wiseman on

01628 533329
07787 838361


