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Pam Mannering made the mistake 
of taking a holiday just before the 
AGM of the Residents Association. 

When she returned she had been 
nominated as the next Chair. 

Pam joined the Residents Association 
shortly after its inception because she 
was interested in providing facilities for 
the young people of the village.  She 
actually went and talked to the groups 
of youths on street corners to see what 
facilities they would use.  One result 
was that she and Pauline Gibson raised 
the money for the Skate Park in Straight 
Bit Rec and they pushed through all the 
obstacles and bureaucracy and got it 
built. It remains in constant use.

Our village has no youth club nor even a 
café where under 18s can socialise. Pam 
would like the Residents’ Association to 
take a lead in giving the youth serious 
attention – if anyone reading this would 
help the young participate in providing 
youth facilities, please contact Pam. 

She would also like to implement plans 
to beautify the village using £2 450 

donated by Cllr Mike 
Appleyard from his 
discretionary fund and 
money from events 
organised throughout 
the year.

Pam’s instinct is to 
see what needs to be 
done and get on and 
do it. Last winter she 
led the organisation 
of the Race Night, the 
Christmas Craft Fair and the Christmas 
lights and carols. At the same time 
she was consort to her husband in his 
year as Captain of the Golf Club. All 
this while having a professional life as 
a Chiropodist. (She does not like the 
American word Podiatrist but she is 
one of those as well.) One of her clients 
was so impressed he donated £5000 
to support the aims of the Residents 
Association.

As Chair she will have to make time 
to consider of the effectiveness of the 
organisation and its strategic objectives. 

One urgent objective will be to increase 
representation on the Executive and 
increase membership from a measly 
4% of residents so that the Association 
represents the village as a whole. With 
the support of her renewed and larger 
Executive Committee I think she will 
enjoy her period in office.

Tim Kendell 
FHRA Members’ Representative 
and Editor of the Grapevine

Muriel Carpenter 
Leader of the Heath Light Orchestra

The Leader is always a first violin but 
she represents all the members of the 
orchestra. How the role works depends 
on the orchestra and the personality of 
the Leader.  If the players have a problem 
like the brass players’ lips getting sore or 
rehearsals overrunning, the Leader has a 
quiet word with the conductor. But it is a 
two way relationship; Muriel Carpenter 
sees her role as a facilitator, helping the 
players achieve the conductor’s aims. 

Muriel has played in John Timewell’s 
orchestras since their first concert in 
Bourne End over twenty years ago. She 
lives in Holmer Green and regularly 
plays in concerts and operettas and is a 
member of a string quartet which plays 
at weddings. Her musical schedule is 
complicated because she works shifts in 
her real job as train driver. 

The Heath Light Orchestra is a 
virtual orchestra which only comes 

together on the day that it is giving the 
concert.  Members are sent the scores 
to familiarise themselves a couple of 
weeks before the concert. John Timewell 
will have told them how he wants the 
piece played. On concert day they come 
in and rehearse until lunch and again in 
the afternoon and give the concert in the 
evening. Muriel agrees the rehearsals 
are tiring “but playing the concert before 
an audience is so exciting it leaves you 
on a high”.

This year’s Heath Light Orchestra 
concert is on Sunday 31 May at 7.45 
in the Community Centre.  ‘Purely for 
Pleasure’ will include music by Mozart, 
Mendelssohn, Strauss and Sullivan.  
The bar will be open from 7.00 and in 
the interval.  Tickets  £10 from Barbara 
Thompson on 01628 522751 It would 
be unwise to delay booking.

Tim Kendell

Pam Mannering 
The Residents’ Association 

Has a New Chair

Pam Mannering  New Chair of FH 
Residents’ Assn  Photo: Tim Kendell



The Annual General Meeting of the 
Residents Association took place on 
Monday 30 March. The attendance of 
72 people was 75% up on the 40 who 
came last year. Whether we attribute the 
increase to the promise of a talk by Mike 
Overall, Vice Chairman of the Chiltern 
Society, or the successes of the last year 
or that the Royal British Legion opened 
its bar specially for the meeting we can 
only speculate.

The Chairman thanked everyone 
who had turned out which included 
Councillors representing Bucks County 
Council, Wycombe District Council and 
Chepping Wycombe Parish Council, 
some of whom came some distance 
from their homes.

Also thanked were the retiring members 
of the Executive Committee; Grant Foster 
chairman for the last two years; Craig 
Lewis who built the much appreciated 
link with the Wycombe Orpheus Male 
Voice Choir and is the Quiz Master 
extraordinaire; and Graham Carter who 
has done sterling work with the Planning 
and Environment Group. 

The Treasurer was able to report another 
successful financial year for 2008. Funds 
available after Reserves Committed 
were £7 689.

The Cherry Fayre 2008 was very 
successful once more in not only 
providing the village with a enjoyable 
Community event, but also a profit of 
£2 757 which went towards our awards 
of a cheque for £2 000  presented to 
the Scouts and Guides Premises Fund 
towards a new heating system and 
decoration for the “Scout” Hut. £500 
was also presented to the Girls Brigade. 
The Christmas Lighting event which ran 
at a loss was also supported from the 
Cherry Fayre profits

On behalf of the Bucks Community 
Foundation which works to provide 
funds for the community. Mr Bill Reed 
presented the Association's Cherry Fayre 
Committee with a cheque for £2 500 
to be used this year specifically for the 
Cherry Fayre ongoing costs with a further 
£2 500 to be presented next year.

Bucks County Cllr Mike Appleyard was 
thanked for his donation of £2,450 from 
his discretionary fund which is to go to 
the “beautification of the village”.  

Executive Committee Appointments

Pam Mannering is the new Chair. There 
are two new members of the Executive; 
Chloe Barlow is Secretary and John 
Johnson is running the membership.  
Carolyn Leonard moves from Secretary 
to being Chair of the Planning and 
Environment Group.  

Members were given very full accounts 
for the achievements of the sub-
committees of the Association. I cannot 
do justice to Mike Overall’s talk and 
the discussion that followed in the little 
space I have left. I will ask him to do an 
article about the response to proposals 
for the Daws Hill development and 
aircraft noise in a future issue of the 
Grapevine.

Tim Kendell 
Editor 

And Members’ Representative on the 
Executive Committee.

FH Residents 
Association AGM

AMERSHAM AND WYCOMBE 
COLLEGE   The College site is on the 
edge of the green belt.  The council 
received permission for the original 
use as a school due to community 
need.  It is thought permission would 
not now be given for developing 
the playing fields for housing. It is 
understood that the football club 
would like the site but there would be 
difficulty in their vacating their current 
site as the Trust indicates it would 
have to be offered for recreational use 
and if not wanted for this purpose, it 
would revert to the Parish Council.  

Developers are often required 
to contribute to the cost of the 
required infrastructure to support the 
development. This is known as S106 
money. The Resident’s Association to 
prepare documentation regarding the 
use of this money to ensure Flackwell 
Heath benefits. 

TEMPERANCE HALL   No work can 
be carried out on the outside without 
planning permission.  Depending 
on the proposed use for the hall, a 
change of use application may well 
be necessary.

OLD KILN ROAD   Land between 
15 and 17 Old Kiln Road: - the 
application to build housing  has been 
withdrawn.  It is noted as this land has 

been used for landfill, a land survey 
will have to be undertaken.  Also 
there are problems due to subsidence 
as it was a Victorian brickworks.

PARKING ON GREEN VERGES   This 
concerns folk in the village who 
would welcome action against it.  The 
police prefer folk to park on the road 
and not on the pavement or verges 
as it slows the traffic down.  This is a 
problem in some areas of the village.

DAWS HILL AND ABBEY BARN 
AREAS   The MOD is selling the 
RAF Base at Daws Hill and it will 
be developed within a matter of 
years.  WDC are also looking at 
developing Abbey Barn South and 
want an overall co-ordinated plan 
for the infrastructure to support these 
two developments.  The Abbey Barn 
development might include office 
space and light industrial units for 
potentially 3000 jobs.  Whatever 
solution is adopted will have a 
significant impact on traffic in 
Flackwell Heath and Loudwater.  The 
Parish Council has insisted on being 
consulted along with the residents of 
both Wards.  

The Snowdome is still supposed to be 
happening, which will also increase 
traffic.

FH Residents’ Association
Note from the Planning and Environment Group meeting

CW
CHATTELWORTH    

LIMITED
All general building work plus

Full Decorating Service
Purpose-Made Joinery

Maintenance Free Products
First class service at competitive prices
Call now for a no obligation estimate

Local Authority Approved

95a Queens Road, High Wycombe, Bucks  
HP13 6AH

Tel/fax 01494 461544 

Osteopath
Michael Thornton ND, DO 

Treatment for pain in the back, 
neck, shoulders, knees and hips 
Sports injuries and headaches

01494 433072 or 07799 713117



Saturday 16 May: Our annual Plant 
Sale in support of Christian Aid will 
take place at the Church Centre in 
Chapel Road, with refreshments, 
a Cake Stall, Car Wash and other 
stalls.

The Bishop of Buckingham is visiting 
Christ Church on the evening of 
Sunday 17 May for a Confirmation 
Service. Nine young people and 
adults will be confirmed. The Service 
starts at 6.30pm.

Remember when you used to get the 
day off school for Ascension Day? 
Sadly this no longer happens… but 
you can still remember the Ascension 
with Holy Communion at 8.00pm on 
Thursday 21 May. All welcome.

Sunday 31 May is Pentecost Sunday 
/ Whit Sunday. Christ Church will be 
joining Christians across the world 
for a Global Day of Prayer. This also 
begins a week of non-stop praying 
at Christ Church. The “24/7 Prayer” 
event will have a special room set 
aside especially for prayer. If you have 
a need you would like us to pray for, 
please contact the Church Office.

Please contact the Church Office in 
Chapel Road for details of regular 
services and further information on 
any of the above: 01628 533004 
(9.00am – 1.00pm Monday to 
Friday).

Neighbourhood 
Watch 

Community Safety event
This event, originally 
planned for Wed 6 May at 
Tesco, Loudwater, has had to be 
postponed.  
Rogue Traders – 
‘Buy with Confidence’
In an attempt to combat the activities 
of so-called ‘Rogue Traders’ – 
unqualified and unscrupulous 
‘builders’, ‘electricians’, ‘plumbers’ 
and the like – Trading Standards 
have set up a scheme called ‘Buy 
with Confidence’.  The scheme is 
designed to help businesses comply 
with the law while improving 
consumer protection through a 
partnership approach.  
However, the number of businesses 
local to us represented by the scheme 
is small, so it will be in everyone’s 
interest if we – as consumers – can 
persuade the companies we deal 
with confidently, to register with 
the scheme.  For more information, 
visit their web-site at:www.
buywithconfidence.gov.uk
Check your own onion!  
With the current incidence of 
burglary, anything that we can 
do to make life more difficult for 
the opportunist burglar will help.  
Security ‘experts’ often refer to 
the ‘Onion Concept’ when talking 
about security, and describe our 
various levels of security as being 
like the layers of an onion.  The 
outer layer is our village – is it 
more or less prone to crime?  The 
next layer is the part of the village 
we live in; the next the road.  Do 
we live in a cul-de-sac or on a 

main road?  The latter 
are often more at risk as 
there is an easier escape 
route.  Then, our own 
property boundaries.  Are 

our hedges and fences in 
good order?  Do they present 

an obstacle to intruders?  Do our 
vulnerable hedges use deterrent 
plantings of pyracantha, holly, 
hawthorn and the like.  We can no 
longer put broken glass or barbed 
wire on our walls and fences, but 
we can use hard plastic spiked 
Prikkastrip – although a ‘Warning’ 
notice must be displayed!  One of 
our residents even uses Prikkastrip 
to deter the local cats and pigeons 
from sitting on her fences!  Then, 
our house and outbuildings.  Are 
all the doors and windows fitted 
with adequate locks, security stays, 
etc.  The majority of insurance 
companies require either Yale-type 
or 5-lever mortice deadlocks to be 
fitted to external doors.  Finally, 
our property.  Are items of value 
security marked and are portable 
items such as bikes, motor mowers, 
power tools, etc. kept under lock 
and key?  Check your own onion!  
Police General & Non-emergency 
number: 0845 8 505 505
Crimestoppers (Anonymous): 
0800 555 111
David Gresswell  525019

FH Residents Association
••• LITTER PICKING •••

Saturday 16 May 9.30 to 12.00

Meet on the Village Green

•

Help give your village a 

Good Spring Clean

•

Litter pickers, plastic gloves 

and rubbish bags supplied.

Italian bistro with our 
chef Pasquale,

Thursday, Friday, Saturday 
evenings

from 6.30 - 9.30 p.m.

bookings advisable

tel: 01628 522299

see our website for menu 
www.cherrytreeflackwellheath.co.uk

a taste of Italy at 
the cherr y tree

5 Straight Bit, Flackwell Heath

www.rphtreeservices.co.uk

Rob Hawker
Office:  01628 533355

Mobile: 07748 314950

Email:  info@rphtreeservices.co.uk

Cherry Fayre 
Costumes 

Just a reminder that Giggles 
party shop is offering a 

10% discount on medieval 
costumes ordered before the 

beginning of June.



Mini Enterprise Projects  

On Tuesday 10 March 2009, Year 6 
pupils from Juniper Hill participated 
in the Mini Enterprise annual event, 
organized by Buckinghamshire 
Education Business Partnership. This 
competition aims to give pupils an 
insight to the world of business. The 
venue was Cressex Community School 
and we competed against fifteen other 
schools including St. Paul’s, Claytons, 
West Wycombe and Spinfield. 

Specific responsibilities were allotted 
to each of us including the roles of 
manager, administrator, accountant, 
buyer, quality controller and workers. 

Our task was to design and create a 
Jack-in-the-box.  We were really pleased 
with the result. The judges made their 
decision and we came in third place! 
Our teacher,Mr Ginzler-Ring, and the 
team were ecstatic. 

This event was great fun and we hope 
that the school can take part next year!  
We even brought back ideas for our two 
Research Days during March, when we 
set up Mini Enterprise projects within 
Years 5 and 6.

Sophie and Rohan 

Participants in Mini Enterprise

Year 6 Residential Trip
Our Year 6 pupils went on a residential 
trip to Boreatton Park in Shropshire.  
It was a time of learning and team 
bonding through participation in many 
outdoor activities including abseiling 
and kayaking.

These are two children's accounts of 
their visit:

Whilst we were on our school residential 
trip in Shropshire, we enjoyed many 
activities. One of the scariest ones we 
took part in was: the GIANT swing! 

First of all we were strapped into 
harnesses and helmets to be safe. As 
we pulled a rope the swing was lifted 
higher and higher into the air, making 
me shake all over with fear! As we came 
level with the top bar of the swing-
frame, everyone stopped pulling.

When we were in the air, and both the 
blue and the red ropes had been pulled 
tight, one of the people strapped into 
the swing would pull the tiny white cord 
downwards towards the seats of the 
swing. This took a little while to work, 
so for a few very short seconds, we 
would hang there in mid-air. After those 
few seconds were completely over, the 
swing would tip forward extremely fast 
towards the ground, making our hearts 
beat at an amazingly fast pace. The 
swing would then tilt us backward a little 
bit as it came upwards again, to become 
level with the top frame bar once more. 
Then came the terrifying sensation of 
travelling backwards through the air, 
making us feel as if we would be SICK! 
As the swing slowed down, we were 
allowed to get off the seat.  I was very 
pale in the face and trembling all over, 
but I felt extremely proud. I am glad I 
took part in the giant swing because it 
was more fun than scary and a great 
new thing to try out.   
By Amy Head

We had a really fun week at Shropshire. 
One of the best things was raft building. 
When we got it into the water Sam 
and I had to push the raft so that it was 
properly in and not on the ledge. We 
also played a ball game where we had 
to throw the ball into the instructor's 
kayak and I ended up falling in 3 times. 
The water was very cold but I really 
enjoyed raft building.

By Tommy Beale

Wanton destruction 

A stalwart fruit cage 
up rooted and on its 
side. It took 3 men 
to put it back in 
position

Allotments
In the night of Saturday 18 April vandals 
broke into the allotments off Lawrence 
Way and smashed sheds, cold frames 
and fruit cages. Someone who knew 
the value of brass unscrewed and stole 
the taps but nothing else was stolen, no 
one benefitted from the attack; it was, 
in the words of Cllr Maurice Smith, 
“completely wanton destruction”.

Cllr Smith was at the allotments on 
Sunday morning because he is Chairman 
of Chepping Wycombe Parish Council. 
On Monday morning he was busy 
organising the Warden to replace the 
taps, repair the hut and get the fencing 
repaired. He too will be speaking to the 
police. 

An allotment holder had rung Thames 
Water to come and turn off the water 
at the mains but they could not send 
anyone on Sunday morning because 
they did not know where the stopcock 
was. Fortunately, a friendly plumber 
with the right tools went to the stopcock 
by the water meter and turned it off.  

The incident was reported to the police. 
Chepping Wycombe Parish Council’s 
Parish Meeting on 22 April will enable 
people to put their concerns to the 
Parish Council and to representatives of 
the Police. I will report on the meeting 
in the June issue of the Grapevine.

Tim Kendell Editor

CARRINGTON 
Junior School

news from

Juniper Hill
S C H O O L

PH Cleaning Ltd
GuTTER VACuuMING & 

HIGH LEVEL PRESSuRE WASHING 
cleaning gutters from the ground!

WE aLSO CLEan: SOFFITS•FaCIaS•drIvEWayS

Call 01628 530157 or 07956 194175
www.phcleaning.co.uk 

Links Road, Flackwell Heath

4 PAWS
Professional dog grooming 

All breeds catered for 
From clipping to hand stripping

Call Sharon on 01628 532863

www.4pawsonline.co.uk

The Royal British Legion
requests the pleasure of your 

company for
Bar-B-Q lunch and an 

afternoon of music
on Sunday 24 May between 

11.30 and  5.30
All Flackwell is invited



Morning WI
This meeting was a birthday 
celebration.  The Morning WI was 
started 17 years ago and some of the 
original members are still members 
today. The President welcomed 
visitors from other WIs in the Group 
and the business of the meeting was 
kept to a minimum.

unfortunately Betty Page who had 
been booked to speak could not 
come. The President had managed 
to book Dr Maisey whose topic on 
this occasion was “The Concept of 
Pain” – not as daunting as it sounds 
he had assured the President – and he 
was right. His talk proved to be very 
interesting and relevant to members, 
their families and friends. Although 
he supported the treatment of pain 
with drugs as generally used in this 
country he quoted some alternative 
ways of dealing with pain.

Everyone enjoyed a delicious lunch 
provided by all the members for all 
the members.  The savouries were 
varied and appealing and the desserts 
‘truly yummy’.

The next meeting will be on 6 May. 
The resolutions chosen to go forward 
to the National AGM in June will be 
discussed and members will tell their 
delegate how this WI wants them to 
vote.

Jean Worth

Evening WI
We welcomed another new member 
at our April meeting.  

June and Ken Brazier told us about 
Mercy Ships - a charity that sends 
ships fitted with operating theatres 
to places in the world where surgical 
operations are either not available or 
impossibly expensive.  The staff are 
volunteers and mostly committed 
Christians.  June and Ken had also 
been involved in the building of a 
clinic on land, and in other ways.  

We intend to submit an entry to 
the Story Sack competition, and Pat 
Kendell read to us the story she has 
written; now we need to consider the 
rest of the contents of the sack.

We are looking forward to a 'Games 
(board) and Pudding' evening at 
a member's home, also a Plant 
and Cake Sale on May 16th at The 
Community Centre.

At the next meeting on 14 May we will 
discuss the resolution to be debated 
at the National AGM in June, about 
support for bee research.  Members 
are also asked to bring a favourite 
poem to read aloud.

Sue Arnautov

Flackwell Heath Women’s Institute

Mart in
V e h i c l e  s e r V i c i n g 

A d a m s
• General car repairs and maintenance

• Free courtesy car available
• Tyres, exhausts and batteries supplied and fitted

• Latest diagnostic equipment for all makes of vehicle
• Air conditioning service available 

01628 850000
email: info@mavs.co.uk 

Alexander House, Wessex Industrial Estate, Bourne End, Bucks, SL8 5DT Mart in
V e h i c l e  s e r V i c i n g 

A d a m s

Your LocaL MoT speciaLisT 
A friendly family run business with 20 years experience

Servicing all cars, new and old 
also light commercial vehicles.

DON THE HANDYMAN
QUALITY WORK FROM A LOCAL AND RELIABLE 

TRADESMAN

 General property maintenance, including
      the little things that need fixing

 Bathroom refurbishments a speciality

 Your DIY problems solved!

 Please call to see how I may help

CALL DON ON 07957 490142
www.donthehandyman.co.uk

Everyday low prices 
on beers, wines and spirits

•
DVD & blu-ray movie rentals

Video Game rentals - 
   Xbox 360, Playstation 3, Nintendo Wii

Quality beers wines and spirits -
   with 10% off wines

Tobacco, newspapers, sweets, snacks,
  Paypoint – pay bills and mobile top ups

Express Videos & Off License
 3 Straight Bit  

9am - 11pm 
every day

01628 526966

YOUR LOCAL ELECTRICIAN
ElecSa approved Part P Certification 

Fully Insured

For a free quotation and friendly 
service

Martin Lawrence  01628 525178

Individually Structured Fees Agreed in Advance
Complete Accounting and Tax Solutions
Local Presence and National Strength

FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION

N I G E L RO C K C O O P E R AC A
T: 01628 520022 M: 07979 502479

E: n igel .coop er@aim s.co .uk

Why would you want to work with anyone else?

Diabetes uK
Carol Bailey’s party in aid of 
Diabetes uK is on Thursday 7 
May. Drop in to 227 Blind Lane 
between 9am to 3 pm or 5pm to 
9pm. Everyone gets diabetes if 
they have the luck to live long 
enough so all are welcome.



Diary of events
 
Regular events
Saturdays The FH Royal British Legion runs dances every Saturday evening.  8.30 to 11.30   
 Open to non members
Wednesdays  The Silver Circle over 60 Club  2nd and 4th Wednesdays from 2pm to 4 at the 
 Royal British Legion Club. £1 including tea, cake and a chat.
Thursdays Good Companions meet every other Thursday 1.30 to 3.30 in the Community Centre.  
 Speakers, games and conversation
Thursdays Flackwell Ladies Club 1st & 3rd Thurs 8pm Community Centre 
 
May
Wednesday 6 Jigsaw and Paperback Library 1.30 – 3.30 Community Centre
Thursday 7 Carol Bailey’s party 9.00 to 3.00 and 5.00 to 9.00pm for Diabetes UK. 
 227 Blind Lane
Friday 8  Ladies Indulgence evening   Juniper Hill School 7 to 10 pm £3.50
Saturday 16 FH Res Assn Litter Picking 9.30 to 12.00 Meet on the village green
Saturday 16  Plant Sale for Christian Aid  at Christ Church
Saturday 16 WI Plant and Cake sale 10am to 12 in the Community Centre
Sunday 17 Flackwell Amblers walk in Hambledon 10 am from Budgens car Park.
Thursday 21 Flackwell Ladies Club. Talk by Barbara Taylor “Up the Amazon with a paddle”.   
 Community Centre 7.45 for 8pm 
Sunday 24 Royal British Legion  11.30 to 17.00  Lunch and music afternoon. 
 All welcome. No charge.
Monday 25  Flackwell Minors Football tournaments at the Green Dragon Sports Ground.
Sunday 31 Heath Light Orchestra  Purely for Pleasure 7.00 for 7.45 £10  
 
June 
Wednesday 3 Jigsaw and Paperback Library 1.30 – 3.30 Community Centre
Sunday 21 Flackwell Amblers walk 10 am meet in Budgens car Park.

Grapevine 
Deliverer

Mr Martin has not been well recently 
and would like someone to take over 
Grapevine delivery to Green Crescent 
and Georges Drive. I should like to 
thank Mr Martin for his support in the 
past and I hope he will enjoy having his 
Grapevine delivered.

If you would like to help by distributing 
the Grapevine to Mr Martin and the rest 
of Green Crescent and George Drive 
please ring Irene Walker on 01628 
529710

Tim Kendell   Editor

Flackwell 
Ladies’ Club

May 21 at 7.45 for 8.00 
at the Community Centre

Barbara Taylor 
will give a talk 

“up the Amazon 
with a Paddle”

New members welcome

Flackwell Heath Community Association 


presents 

   Sponsored by  
   Martin Adams Vehicle Servicing 01628 850000 







conducted by John Timewell


    in
Flackwell Heath Community Centre

 Bar opens at 7.00pm 

Tickets £10 Telephone 01628 522751 

             Including music by    

       Mendelssohn, Mozart  
        Strauss and Sullivan 

Local and long distance
4,5,7,8 Seater vehicles

Wycombe District Council Licensed

all major credit cards accepted

Ashton Opticians
O P T O M E T R I S T S
1 Acorn House, 12-16 Straight Bit, Flackwell Heath

PRIVATE AND NHS EYE EXAMINATIONS
SPECTACLES  & CONTACT LENSES

Your independent practice in 
Flackwell Heath 

for value, style and personal service 

  
01628 530420
www.ashtonopticians.co.uk

Partners:  Mr. M. W. Ashton BSc.(Hons), MCOptom, 
Mrs R.V. Ashton BSc.(Hons),MCOptom



Besides the Flackwell Heath Golf 
Club (FHGC, see April issue), 
there is also the Flackwell Heath 

Golf Club Artisan Section.  This was 
founded in 1920 when the FHGC 
became member-owned.  Originally 
it was for 'tradesmen', many of whom 
worked for the members of the main 
club, often in the furniture or paper-
making industries.  In return for labour 
on the course (before motor-mowers etc) 
Artisan members could play at restricted 
times for a reduced subscription.  

Today the Artisans are a section of 
the FHGC.  They have their own 
clubhouse, near the main entrance 
and a membership allowance of 38 
full members, plus up to 10 'house' 
members.  They no longer act as green 
keepers although they help out with 
stewarding etc when FGHC request their 
assistance both on and off the course.  
The subscription reduction in return for 
restricted playing times remains: they 
can play any time on weekdays, but on 
Saturdays and Sundays they must have 
cleared the first tee by 8.20am or wait 
until after 3.30pm (with exceptions for 
special days).  As one member said, 'to 
get up that early on a Sunday, you must 
be a keen golfer'.  

There are still plenty of Artisan clubs in 
the country, with the Artisan movement 
strong throughout the uK especially at 
the long-established courses.  It sounds 
a bit out-dated, but the attitude is 'If it 
suits us and it suits the main club, why 
change?'  One of the Flackwell Artisans, 
William (Billy) Gardner, was instrumental 
in founding the national artisan Golfing 
Association, and a national trophy is 
named after him.  There are plenty of 
competitions in the artisan Golfing 
world and the Flackwell Artisans play 
at some very prestigious courses, such 
as Sunningdale.  Individuals and teams 
have done well in national and regional 
competitions over the years; last year the 

team were runners-up (to Woburn) in 
the Hillman Trophy Plate, a competition 
open to all clubs in the Berks., Bucks. 
and Oxon. area.  This year's Captain is 
Alan Donovan.

Members all live within a 5 mile radius 
of Flackwell.  At the moment they are 
all men, although their rules don't bar 
women; they don't cater for Juniors, 
who can join the FHGC Junior Section.  
These days, members have varied 
backgrounds: some are self-employed 
or run a small business, some work shifts 
such as a fireman, others work in IT or 
medicine.  Several members came to golf 
through being caddies as schoolboys for 
the FHGC, and there are some who have 
been members for 35 years or more.  
Staff at the parent club can join for a 
nominal fee.  Asked why they joined 
a golf club and this club in particular 
members mentioned 'keen interest 
in golf', 'competitive golf', a 'relaxed 
atmosphere', and 'camaraderie'.

The Artisans run their own affairs by 
committee; the present chairman is Terry 
Lane.  They also run their own small bar 
in their clubhouse, and hold various 
social events.  Once a year they play, 
in teams of 24, against the main FHGC, 
and entertain them to dinner in the 
evening.  Given the size of the Artisans' 
clubhouse and its kitchen, this is quite 
a feat, but thanks to good organisation 
and the efforts of their wives, it is always 
a great occasion.  Next year the Artisans 
will reach their 90th birthday, and plans 
to celebrate with a day of golf and 
entertainment are in hand.

The Artisans have some vacant 
memberships, which are by invitation.  
Anyone interested should contact 
the Secretary, Doug Porter, on 0797 
6441874, with a view to visiting, playing 
a round and meeting some of the current 
members.

Sue Arnautov

HSBC Bank
On Friday 24 April Mrs Irene Walker 
received a letter from HSBC confirming 
that the Flackwell Branch would not be 
reopening. Mrs Walker was the organiser 
of the village petition encouraging the 
Bank to re-open which attracted 307 
signatures in a short time.

Fortunately both the Post Office and 
Barclays offer banking services but 
several people I have spoken to say 
they will miss the bank staff who were 
friendly and helpful.

Tim Kendell

Harry 
Merryweather 
in watercolours
A new career may have opened up for 
Harry Merryweather when he posed 
as a model for some 30 students at the 
Marlow Arts and Crafts Society. The 
tutor, Joanne Nicholl, said, “He looked 
really impressive wearing all his family 
medals.  They enjoyed painting him 
very much and said he was an excellent 
model, sitting very still for two hours – 
which is not easy to do”.

“Alas time overtook us and all things 
come to an end” Harry told me. “Tables 
and chairs were packed away and the 
happy band of artists said their cheerios. 
If the Laughing Cavalier had looked in, 
he would have said, ‘Well done’”.

Tim Kendell

The 'other' Flackwell 
Golf Club

Aerobics and Yoga with Caroline
Wednesdays at Carrington Junior

Aerobics 7 – 8 pm

Fitness Yoga 8 – 9 pm

01628 826544 or 07989 328573

PLANS PREPARED & SUBMITTED 
R.M.HILLIER M.R.I.C.S

All types of home extensions, loft 
conversions, conservatories, garages 
and internal structural alterations by 

Chartered Building Surveyor 
For further details contact: 

01628 819335

The Suzanne Lear 
School of Dancing
Social Dance Classes 

Fridays - 7-8 pm. £7.00 
Curzon Centre-Beaconsfield HP9 1rG

01628-521738

Autumn Events 
for your Diary

50/60 Night               29 September

Village Quiz Night        24 October 

Wine Tasting              21 November 

Craft Fayre and 
Christmas Carols         5 December



John Sweetman is the Chairman of the 
Community Association.  That's the one 
that runs the Community Centre and 
owns The Grapevine, so anyone living 
in Flackwell has probably been affected 
to some degree by his work.  John and 
his wife Joan both come from the North 
East, Stockton-on-Tees, known for steel, 
chemicals and ships.  

John started his working life as a bricklayer, 
before moving into insurance.  He has 
worked for both Liverpool Victoria and 
General Accident, which meant moving 
house every few years from Stockton to 
Mansfield to Loughton in Essex.  They 
came to Flackwell in 1981, when 
the job moved to Slough. They liked 
Flackwell so much that they have stayed 
here ever since.  John had to turn down 
several offers of promotion that would 
have involved moving away, but they 
both wanted to stay here, and now can't 
imagine living anywhere else.  John was 
also at one time General Secretary of the 
Liverpool Victoria branch of ASTMS, the 
former trade union for managers.  He 
now works part-time for his son Tim, 
who has a business refurbishing offices 
in the City. His other son, Ben, has his 
own flooring business. 

Joan worked first for Littlewoods, in retail, 
and then as a seamstress for Marks and 
Spencer, preparing the manufacturing 
samples, which had to be made to a 
very high standard.

John and Joan first met in 1964 and were 
married two years later.  They did it the 
traditional way: first they got their home 
together, then they had their two sons, 
Ben and Tim and Joan stopped working 
outside the home, which was what they 
both wanted.   Their boys are now both 
married and live near Aylesbury; John 
and Joan are active grandparents to their 
four (plus one coming) grandchildren.  
Oddly, both their daughters-in-law are 
accountants.

They are active in many other spheres: 
they were involved in the PTA when the 
boys were at Juniper, John has been a 
JP in the adult criminal courts at High 
Wycombe for 17 years, they also have 
an allotment, John plays golf and is a 
member of Sonning Golf Club, Joan 
plays badminton, and has recently 

started to learn to ride a horse.  They 
also support Middlesborough Football 
Club, sometimes a matter for grief!  

And then there's the Community Centre: 
John became Chairman in 2004 and 
has attracted a group of people who 
have the required range of skills. They 
keep the Centre in good shape, and in 
compliance with the rules about public 
buildings. The refurbishment of the 
hallway and toilets, and extra storage 
space, have been of great benefit to 
all the users of the Centre.  John raised 
about £50 000 for this by presenting the 
case for support to numerous potential 
donor organisations and charities.

The current worry is the lack of expansion 
joints in those large areas of brickwork, 
and they would like to modernise the 
heating in the big hall.  Chris and Lynn 
Taylor have done much work on the 
garden, and the Committee hope to 
complement this by getting the siding 
of the Sarney Room and the railings 
painted.  There are about six fund-raising 
occasions a year, including the Summer 
Concert and the Wine-tastings. 

When John became Chairman, the 
village got Joan as a bonus.  She is not 
only a great support to John, she also 
comes up with ideas for fund raising and 
she has her team of friends and helpers 
who help run events and prepare the 
refreshments which add so much to all 
the functions run by the Committee.

You can see that the John and Joan 
partnership has been very successful 
for over 40 years - and Flackwell has 
benefited a lot from it.

Sue Arnautov 

John and Joan 
Sweetman
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Flackwell Heath Community 
Association

Chairman:  John Sweetman 
  01628 528671

Secretary Chris Thomas 
  01628 520361

Treasurer Val Weston

  01628 523213

Centre bookings Pam Wilsher 
  01628 525484

Keyholder Express Video Shop
Reg Charity No. 1044870

The Stag

91 Heath End Road, Flackwell Heath, Bucks, HP10 9ES
Telephone: 01628 521277

John and Joan Sweetman

Osteopath home visits
Flackwell Heath and near area 

£40/session, 
back, neck and joint pain etc 

Tel 07730 733377

www.community-osteopath.co.uk


