
One of the wonders of the natural 
world is to be found in our own 
village. We have heard of the 

amazing displays of fireflies in Asia, but 
we have our own more sedate versions 
in the fields around us  - glow worms.

In odd pockets around the village 
you can still find these extraordinary 
creatures, one of the sights of summer. 
They aren't worms but beetles. The 
females of the species, when they reach 
adulthood, attract the rather dowdy 
males by their remarkable glows, which 
they produce from the tail segments of 
their abdomens. They may climb a grass 
stem to be seen better, where they wave 
their tails slowly from side to side in order 
to be seen better from the air where the 
males may be flying. Shortly following 
mating, the female puts out her light and 
retreats into the undergrowth to lay her 
eggs. 

So glowing females haven't actually 
mated, and unkind humans who pick 
them up and take them to their own 
gardens in the hope that they will raise 
a brood of gently glowing offspring 
the next year are in fact condemning 
the female to a brief and unrequited 
life. Neither male or female adult glow 
worms can feed, so the males will only 
fly short distances before they run out 
of energy. The adults have only a matter 
of days in which to find a mate before 
they die. So if you do find a glow worm, 
please leave it where it is.

Where can you see glow worms? The 
golf course, particularly the rough grass 

slopes overlooking the M40, usually has 
a few each summer. In former years, 
Sheepridge Lane above New Farm and 
the track that leads from there up to 
Heath End Road had up to 20 on good 
nights, but since 2003 the numbers 
there have plummeted for unknown 
reasons. The construction of the new 
footpath may have resulted in the loss 
of some, but it will be interesting to see 
whether any have survived. It may even 
be that by providing more open space, 
the numbers will improve -- and it will 
certainly be safer to search for them, 
as the roadway itself is particularly 
dangerous. The time to look for glow 
worms is from late June to August, in 
the evenings once the twilight has all 
but faded. They tend to switch off about 
midnight. 

Beyond the village, glow worms are 
to be found on the southern fringes of 
the gravel pits at Little Marlow, in the 
Premier Inn car park, and occasionally 
by the sharp bend in Whitepit Lane 
in Wooburn. They are also along the 
track of the disused railway line from 
Wooburn to Cores End.

I run a national survey of glow worms, 
and would urge everyone to look 
for them in their gardens, and along 
footpaths and hedgerows around the 
village. If you do find any, please let me 
know by email at robin@galaxypix.com 
or on 01628 521338. To find out more, 
visit my website at www.glowworms.
org.uk.

Robin Scagell

The Hidden Cost 
of Vandalism
You have seen in the Grapevine pictures 
of annoying acts of vandalism at the Golf 
Club and on the allotments but there are 
no pictures of the longer term effects 
of vandalism.  For example, I have no 
pictures of the new play equipment 
on the Green Dragon Sports Ground. 
Because it is not there. Nor is it going 
to be there.

The Government wants playground 
equipment close to children’s homes. 
Chepping Wycombe Parish Council had 
£40 000 to spend on play equipment for 
children aged 8 to 13. Flackwell Heath 
Sports Club manages the clubhouse and 
sports pitches in Green Dragon Lane 
on behalf of the Cricket and Football 
clubs that use the ground. They decided 
it did not want equipment that would 
provide seating on the site for “fear 
of encouraging vandals, under age 
drinkers and drug users.” You may recall 
the problems they used to have clearing 
away beer cans and used syringes and 
that their clubhouse was burned down 
four years ago which almost bankrupted 
them. 

Our £40 000  will now be spent 
somewhere else.  

Like everyone else, I know what the 
problems are; but like everyone else, I 
don’t know what to do about it. If you 
have any practical ideas that might 
help reduce vandalism and anti-social 
behaviour in the village, I should be 
most grateful if you would ring me and 
discuss the possibility of a short article. 
I would be particularly pleased to hear 
from any one under 25. 

Tim Kendell - 01628 521149

flackwellnewsvine@btinternet.com
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A female glow worm 
clings to a clover leaf 
while displaying her glow 
to attract a mate. 
Photo: Robin Scagell

Who Glows There?



Plans are well 
advanced now for 
the Cherry Fayre 
on Sunday 12 July 
at the Recreation 
Ground in Straight 
Bit, which promises 
to be an exciting 
day out. All the 
facilities and major 
events have been 
booked to appear, 
such as the Jousting 
Tournament of 
Mounted Knights, 
Hand Sword-
fighting, the 
Reading Scottish 
Pipe Band, The 
Strawberry Fayre 

Majorettes, Birds of Prey display, a 
Traditional Jazz band, the Family Funfair, 
Conjurors, the Jester and Stilt walkers, 
and including the world champion Yo 
Yo artist.

We would to thank our latest Sponsors 
to come on board, The Fitness Studio, 
and A1 Taxi Service. This year we have 
tried to arrange for a greater variety of 
stalls with an emphasis on fun for the 
whole family.

WE NEED HELP. We are still are short 
of helpers on the day to run our stalls 
and to do a variety of jobs in setting up 
and clearing up afterwards. If you could 
spare just a couple of hours to give our 
willing team of workers a break, please 
see contact details below

Stalls: We only have a couple of stall 
places left. You may just be lucky if you 
apply right now for a stall space. This 
is your last chance. Please see contact 
details below

Tombola: We need prizes for the 
tombola. Have you any unwanted 
presents, gifts, toys, games or produce? 

Please see contact details.

Gazebos: We are short of several 
Gazebos. Have you a Gazebo we could 
borrow to use at the Cherry Fayre? If you 
have please contact Graham Parsons on 
details shown below.

The parade is being finalised. It will 
consist of the major events plus people 
dressed in Medieval Costumes. Anybody 
in medieval costume can take part in 
the parade. Will we see Robin Hood 
and Maid Marion, or perhaps even Friar 
Tuck and Little John appear? Please see 
contact details below. 

I-Van. Would you like to know how to 
make a Digital Recording or find out 
about Digital Photography? For the youth 
of the village ,this is your chance to be 
taught. We need volunteers to take part 
in the I-Van project at the Cherry Fayre. 
The session is completely free and the 
skills are taught by qualified instructors 
from Bucks County Council. All we 
ask is for some preparative study to be 
undertaken before the day of the Cherry 
Fayre. Places are limited so contact us 
now on the details shown below.

The Flackwell Heath Bowls Club will be 
open to the public on the day of the Fayre, 
so if you would like to try your hand at 
Bowls, you will receive instruction from 
members of the Bowls Club

Contact Details 
Sponsorship and Advertising: Ashley 
Hopkins:01628 830660 E-Mail: 
ashley@principalfp.co.uk

Stalls and Helpers: Elaine Parsons: 
01628 810886 E-mail: elaine.parsons@
dsl.pipex.com

Site Services: Graham Parsons: 01628 
810886 E-Mail:graham.parsons@dsl.
pipex.com

Events and Parade: Terry Darby : 01628 
523375 E-Mail flyeent@aol.com

FH Residents’ Association
Cherry Fayre goes Medieval

Italian bistro with our 
chef Pasquale,

Thursday, Friday, Saturday 
evenings

from 6.30 - 9.30 p.m.

bookings advisable

tel: 01628 522299

see our website for menu 
www.cherrytreeflackwellheath.co.uk

a taste of Italy at 
the cherr y tree

5 Straight Bit, Flackwell Heath

CW
CHATTELWORTH    

LIMITED
All general building work plus

Full Decorating Service
Purpose-Made Joinery

Maintenance Free Products
First class service at competitive prices
Call now for a no obligation estimate

Local Authority Approved

95a Queens Road, High Wycombe, Bucks  
HP13 6AH

Tel/fax 01494 461544 

Everyday low prices 
on beers, wines and spirits

•
DVD & blu-ray movie rentals

Video Game rentals - 
   Xbox 360, Playstation 3, Nintendo Wii

Quality beers wines and spirits -
   with 10% off wines

Tobacco, newspapers, sweets, snacks,
  Paypoint – pay bills and mobile top ups

Express Videos & Off License
 3 Straight Bit  

9am - 11pm 
every day

01628 526966

Mart in
V e h i c l e  s e r V i c i n g 

A d a m s
• General car repairs and maintenance

• Free courtesy car available
• Tyres, exhausts and batteries supplied and fitted

• Latest diagnostic equipment for all makes of vehicle
• Air conditioning service available 

01628 850000
email: info@mavs.co.uk 

Alexander House, Wessex Industrial Estate, Bourne End, Bucks, SL8 5DT Mart in
V e h i c l e  s e r V i c i n g 

A d a m s

Your LocaL MoT speciaLisT 
A friendly family run business with 20 years experience

Servicing all cars, new and old 
also light commercial vehicles.



Methodist 
Church

This week we are joining Christ 
Church in collecting for Christian 
Aid. We have a coffee morning this 
Sat., also in aid of Christian Aid. 
We will have the details of money 
raised for the next Grapevine.

Girls' Brigade had a successful 
Spring Fair and Carwash, raising 
much needed funds to pay fees to 
Headquarters. They gave a £40 
donation to the Toybox Charity from 
their efforts, too. They were very 
grateful for the generous donation 
from the Residents' Association 
which will be used for craft and 
other equipment.

Details of regular services available 
on our website: www.fhmc.org.uk

 The Royal Albert Hall
On the 18 March the Juniper Hill choir 
enjoyed taking part in a concert with 
other Bucks schools at the Royal Albert 
Hall. From the outside it looked huge 
but it felt really small inside. It was 
exciting going there because we got to 
perform! The stage had steps on it and 
further up it had seats. Our half of the 
concert was called ‘The Sea’ and some 
of the songs we sang were Trawler man, 
Weird Fish (my favourite!), Fish School 
and Surfers. The other half was called 
‘Song Spiral’. The finale was called ‘Clap 
a your hands’, the samba was so loud 
you could hardly hear yourself sing! We 
all came home tired but happy!   

The Wye Valley Music Festival 
Some Juniper Hill pupils went to 
perform at the Wye Valley Music Festival 
on Thursday 30 April. The concert was 
mainly singing but some people played 
an instrument. The recorder players from 
our school played ‘Sing a Rainbow’ in 
parts. We successfully stayed together 
until the end of the piece. Everyone 
seemed to enjoy it. The Year 6 singers 
from our school sang ‘Mercy’, ‘I have 
a dream’ and ‘Breathe Slow’ . The 
audience clapped along.  There were a 
lot of talented singers from Wye Valley 
who sang at the concert. The Meadows 
School did some African drumming 
which was very good as well. We all 
enjoyed the fantastic evening.

By Joanna Averill, 
Juniper Hill School, Year 4

Elections on 4 June
In ancient Athens a free man who did 
not vote was called ‘a private citizen’ 
or in the vernacular, an ‘idiotes’ from 
which we get the word ‘idiot’.

Fortunately, these are not Parliamentary 
elections. They are for County 
Councillors and Euro MPs. We need 
to concentrate on the record of the 
candidates and the policies they support. 
Our County Council candidates expect 
to work hard for our benefit and get 
little thanks or support. I really do not 
know why they do it, but fortunately 
they do. Our polling station is as usual 
the Community Centre.

Tim Kendell

The Heath 
Singers

40th Anniversary  Concert
The Heath Singers are celebrating our 
40th Anniversary this year and have 
great pleasure in inviting you all to 
come along and help us celebrate this 
auspicious occasion in style.  All we ask 
is that you sit back, relax and enjoy the 
variety of music that Peggy Woolhouse 
has chosen to suit all tastes.   After 40 
years of conducting the Choir you 
would think that Peggy would have run 
out of ideas by now but, with the help of 
our pianist, Alison Harding, she always 
comes up with new arrangements which 
keep the music fresh and interesting 
for all.  Our musical journey takes us 
through popular ballads, spirituals, 
swing and music from the shows.  During 
the interval please help yourselves 
to a glass of wine or fruit juice whilst 
catching up on all the village news. The 
Concert starts at 8pm in Christ Church, 
on Friday 10 July. Tickets are £8 from 
Maureen Foster 01628 523942 or any 
choir member. 

Pam Gresswell  Publicity SecretaryIf anyone in the village has any old, 
good quality used clothes, bags, shoes 
or soft furnishings they no longer 
need, please consider donating 
them to the Carrington School PTA.  
On Friday 10 July at 9am, we have 
arranged for Bag2School to collect 
our donations and in return they 
will pay our charity 30p per kilo.  
Bag2School specialises in sorting our 
items and re-selling them to Eastern 
European countries.  You can leave 
your donations in a black bag by 
the Village Library at the Carrington 
Junior School from Wednesday 8th 
of July in readiness for collection 
on Friday 10th July.  Any donations 
by the kind residents of the village 
will be gratefully receive to help our 
school charity.

PLEASE NO BRIC-A- BRAC

CARRINGTON 
Bag2 School

news from

Juniper Hill
S C H O O L

Osteopath 
Michael Thornton ND, DO

Treatment for pain in the back, 
neck, shoulders, knees and hips 
Sports injuries and headaches

01494 433072 or 07799 713117

Local and long distance
4,5,7,8 Seater vehicles

Wycombe District Council Licensed

all major credit cards accepted

Ashton Opticians
O P T O M E T R I S T S
1 Acorn House, 12-16 Straight Bit, Flackwell Heath

PRIVATE AND NHS EYE EXAMINATIONS
SPECTACLES  & CONTACT LENSES

Your independent practice in 
Flackwell Heath 

for value, style and personal service 

  
01628 530420
www.ashtonopticians.co.uk

Partners:  Mr. M. W. Ashton BSc.(Hons), MCOptom, 
Mrs R.V. Ashton BSc.(Hons),MCOptom



The Annual General Meetings of the 
Community Association are well 
organised. The meeting starts bang 
on time and usually takes half an 
hour before drinks are served. This 
year the business was completed in 
twenty minutes but Chairman John 
Sweetman kept his surprise until last. He 
announced that this would be his last 
year as Chairman and he was planning 
to resign at the 2010 AGM.

John was able to report another successful 
year for the Association. This is an edited 
version of his Report for 2008. 

“It has once again been a very busy year 
for your Committee and I am grateful 
for all the help the Committee has had.  
Many people have put in a lot of hard 
work in running the Centre and I would 
wish to thank all who did so this year.

Grapevine  Many thanks to Irene Walker, 
to Pauline and Peter Cooper and to the 
60 road reps, some of whom have joined 
us this evening, for their contribution in 
delivering the Grapevine to subscribers.

Printing in full colour has proved to 
be very popular with the readership. 
Advertising is holding up - thanks go 
to local businesses for continuing to 
support us. The finances of the Grapevine 
are healthy and this means that surplus 
revenue goes towards improving the 
Centre for users.  

Tim Kendell has continued to make the 
Grapevine a good read and continues 
to write many articles of interest since 
he became Editor. Thanks also to Sue 
Arnautov.  Jill Wells, Designer of the 
Grapevine, continues to do excellent 
work and we are most grateful for her 
voluntary contribution. 

Subscriptions Subscriptions for the 
Grapevine and the Centre increased in 
2008 and these funds will again be used 
mainly for the upkeep of the Centre but 
also towards the continued remedial 

work. The subscription rates for 2009 
were unchanged.

Functions   Organised functions were 
held throughout the year to raise funds 
and all were very successful.  Among 
these were a Barn Dance, Classical 
Concert, Quiz and a Wine Tasting 
evening. Not only do these events raise 
money but they also bring the community 
together in a sociable environment. 

I should like to thank Joan, my wife, for 
all her work in organising raffle prizes 
and the food for functions

Lettings The Centre is let to a number 
of regular users and we have also had 
enquiries from other people who wish 
to use the Centre.  There are still some 
spaces and therefore any group who 
wish to expand or new organisations 
that wish to book need to contact Pam 
Wilsher. 

Finance Val Weston continues to 
support us with her financial expertise.  
She is able to report that the finances are 
healthy.  The brickwork on the Centre 
requires remedial work which will cost 
in the region of £8,000 and we also 
wish to improve and update the heating 
system in the main hall. This again will 
be about £8000

I continue to apply for grants regarding 
this work. 

Thanks go to our independent examiner, 
Mrs. Heather Davis-Hall, for volunteering 
to do the important work of examining 
the accounts.

Jigsaw and Paperback Library   The new 
store room and roll cages make getting 
the books and jigsaws from the store 
room to the Sarney room a lot easier. Liz 
Johncock and her team do sterling work 
at the paperback library and thanks go 

to them for some £800 added to funds 
and the benefit they provide for the 
community. 

Thanks also to the Express Videos and 
Off Licence for continuing to be the 
key holders, their support is invaluable. 
Pat our cleaner is still not well but the 
contract cleaners we have seem to be 
doing a good job.

Refurbishment   Thanks to Jim Fanning 
who continues to give advice regarding 
remedial work to be carried out on the 
building. Committee are very grateful 
to Ron Thompson who has kindly 
completed maintenance work round the 
Centre.

Thanks  Special thanks must go to your 
Management Trustee team of Mike 
Davies, Chris Thomas, Val Weston, 
Lesley Blowes, Pam Wilsher and Barbara 
Thompson.  They once again have 
excelled in running the Centre and you 
and I should be most grateful for their 
contribution.  Their work means that the 
Centre continues to be a vital part of 
village life.

And finally, I must thank all the many 
users and other people who kindly gave 
of their free time to volunteer and to help 
in many ways to make the Centre a viable 
and ongoing amenity in the village. The 
affiliated membership also played their 
part by contributing to funds and giving 
of their time on many projects.”

FH Community Association AGM
Disabled toilet  
Photo: Tim Kendell

Kitchen 
Photo: John Sweetman

DON THE HANDYMAN
QUALITY WORK FROM A LOCAL AND RELIABLE 

TRADESMAN

 General property maintenance, including
      the little things that need fixing

 Bathroom refurbishments a speciality

 Your DIY problems solved!

 Please call to see how I may help

CALL DON ON 07957 490142
www.donthehandyman.co.uk

PH Cleaning Ltd
GuTTER VACuuMING & 

HIGH LEVEL PRESSuRE WASHING 
cleaning gutters from the ground!

WE ALSO CLEAN: SOFFITS•FACIAS•DRIVEWAyS

Call 01628 530157 or 07956 194175
www.phcleaning.co.uk 

Links Road, Flackwell Heath



Willow Close 
NHWatch Scheme
After acting a scheme co-ordinator for a number 
of years, Mr Ken Wise has decided to ‘pass on the 
baton’.  I am pleased to report that Mike Davies – 
assisted by Richard Wightman – has responded to the 
call, and will be responsible for administering the scheme.  
Contact me for more information.

Property Marking – return of stolen goods.  
Only a tiny proportion of stolen goods are ever reunited 
with their rightful owner, as the police are unable to prove 
ownership.  It is essential that items of value are identifiable, 
either by recording a description with serial numbers and 
ideally a photograph, or by appropriate ‘property marking’.  
There are several methods of property marking, ranging from 
the simple use of a uV marker pen (of limited durability), 
through durable, resistant markings (CRE Products) to 
microdot systems (Alphadot) and chemically ‘coded’ liquid 
markers (SmartWater) and etching markers (Selectamark)  

Cold Callers
Despite many of our roads now being designated ‘No 
Doorstep Selling Zones’, the less scrupulous traders still 
try it on.  A recent incident involved a company offering 
to carry out a ‘free’ survey of house insulation, employing 

a very persistent approach.  The householder 
wisely refused their invitation, and on checking, 
discovered that the company ‘had a bit of a 
reputation’ for aggressive selling.  If you have a 

call of this nature, report it to Trading Standards, as 
they maintain a register of such companies, and can 

take appropriate action. 

Low Cost Security Devices
In collaboration with Solon Security and others, WDNHWA 
are able to offer a range of low cost, yet effective security 
devices.  These range from discreet personal/bag alarms, 
through various door and window sensor/alarms to keypad-
operated outbuilding alarms and ‘Prikkastrip’.  With the 
current level of burglary that we are experiencing, anything 
that makes life more difficult for the opportunist burglar is 
to be encouraged.  Contact me for details.

Police General & Non-emergency number: 0845 8 505 
505

Crimestoppers (Anonymous): 0800 555 111

Trading Standards (Consumer Direct): 0845 4 04 05 06

For further information about Neighbourhood Watch, 
contact:

David Gresswell – Area Co-ordinator, Flackwell Heath

01628 525019   e-mail: flackwell-nhwatch@talktalk.net

Morning and Evening WI
For both Morning and Evening 
Institutes the main business of the 
May meeting was  the discussion of a 
resolution to be decided at the AGM 
of the National Federation of WIs, of 
which both Institutes are members.  
If such a resolution is passed at the 
AGM, the WI at all levels does what it 
can to campaign for it.  

This year, the resolution asks for 
increased funding for research into 
the health of honey bees, which play 
so important a part in the pollination 
of food crops.  The background to 
the resolution had been presented 
at a Briefing Meeting in the county, 
by an expert from DEFRA and a 
local beekeeper. Brenda Aldridge 
and Barbara Dickinson explained 
the global and national problems 
concerning the declining numbers 
and health of honey bees.  Members 
of both Institutes voted unanimously 

FOR the resolution.  We shall try to 
buy local honey in future.

Morning WI
There was applause for May Jones 
for organising the group outing to 
the Cotswold Villages. It was a very 
enjoyable day.

The president welcomed Helena 
Moore back after a long absence.

Pamela Francis gave a report on the 
WI Council Meeting in Aylesbury. 
There were two good speakers – the 
Hon.Mrs Whitehead and Susan Howe 
– the latter had been PA to Sir John 
Betjeman.

The President presented Joan Cox-
Wilson with the Cup for collecting 
the most competition points over the 
year. Second and third were Margaret 
Flintham and Jacqui Veitch who 
received tokens. The competition 
winners for May were First  Brenda 
Aldridge and Gill Cann; Second 

Margaret Flintham; Third were Lesley 
Hainsby and Dorothy Attwood.

Next month the speaker will be 
Alan D Copeland with “Tales of the 
unexpected”

Jean Worth

Evening WI
Members read out their favourite 
poems, and the selection ranged from  
those written by the family to well-
known pieces, including the touching, 
the amusing, the imaginative and the 
philosophical.

Members have recently enjoyed a 
'Games and Pudding' Evening, and a 
Craft Day led by Jackey Hill and Chris 
Evans.

Next month Mrs Sheila Eastgate will 
speak on 'Tai Chi and Me'.

Sue Arnautov

Flackwell Heath Women’s Institute

Osteopath home visits

Flackwell Heath and near area 
£40/session, 

back, neck and joint pain etc

Tel 07730 733377 
www.community-osteopath.co.uk

4 PAWS 
Professional dog grooming

All breeds catered for 
From clipping to hand stripping

Call Sharon on 01628 532863 
www.4pawsonline.co.uk

www.rphtreeservices.co.uk

Rob Hawker
Office:  01628 533355

Mobile: 07748 314950

Email:  info@rphtreeservices.co.uk



Diary of events
 
Regular events
Saturdays The FH Royal British Legion runs dances every Saturday evening.  8.30 to 11.30   
 Open to non members
Wednesdays  The Silver Circle over 60 Club  2nd and 4th Wednesdays from 2pm to 4 at the 
 Royal British Legion Club. £1 including tea, cake and a chat.
Thursdays Good Companions meet every other Thursday 1.30 to 3.30 in the Community Centre.  
 Speakers, games and conversation
Thursdays Flackwell Ladies Club 1st & 3rd Thurs 8pm Community Centre
 
June 
Wednesday 3 Jigsaw and Paperback Library 1.30 – 3.30 Community Centre
Thursday 4 County Council and European Elections. Community Centre
Sunday 21 Flackwell Amblers Walk in Holtspur Nature Reserve. Meet 10am 
 Budgens Car Park
Sunday 28 Royal British Legion Armed Forces Week event from 11 am
 
July
Wednesday 1 Jigsaw and Paperback Library 1.30 – 3.30 Community Centre
Sunday 5 Carrington Schools Summer Fayre 12 – 4 
Wednesday 8 Carrington Bag-2-School donations received today and Thursday
Friday 10 Heath Singers 40th Anniversary Concert 8pm  Christ Church. £8 
Sunday 12 Cherry Fayre parade begins at 12.00. Opening by Dominic Grieve MP at 12.25
Sunday 19 Flackwell Amblers Meet 10am Budgens Car Park

Four Flackwell runners finished the 
London Marathon. Marie Miller and 
Wendy Walden ran together and 
afterwards emailed their friends:- 

“So here we are at the end of our 
Marathon Journey and I am pleased to 
advise you all that we tearfully crossed 
the finish line in 5hrs 13 minutes!

The night before we experienced quite 
a few pre-marathon jitters, mixed with 
excitement and pure blind panic!!   

It was a truly amazing experience and 
one I'll never forget.  The support from 
the crowds was at times overwhelming 
and brought tears to our eyes.  We had 
our names printed on the front of our 
running vests and people continually 
shouted out our names, it really helped 
keep us going.  

By mile 18 we were still on course to 
finish in about 4hrs 40mins, but the last 
eight miles were really tough and the 
last 3 miles took everything we had left.   
I cannot begin to describe the elation we 
felt as we ran past Buckingham Palace 
and down The Mall to cross the finish 
line. 

A huge thanks to everyone for all your 
kind words and sponsorship.  I am 
delighted to confirm that we smashed 
through our target and raised over £2000 
for Clic Sargent.

Chris Piggott “had a bit of a torrid time - 
I pulled a calf muscle just a week before 

the race, and in spite of three sessions 
of physiotherapy, it was still causing me 
problems on the day. The calf pulled 
me up in Greenwich but the St John 
Ambulance team there did a great job 
and got me moving again.

As a result, I recorded a "personal worst" 
time of 4hr 43 - but I did finish, and 
have raised (including my own matching 
contribution) £2,500 for Merlin - which 
undertakes medical relief work in 
countries struck by disasters (natural or 
man-made) or where the health system 
is simply collapsing.”

Alex Stevanovic is the very proud owner 
of a London Marathon Finishers Medal 
but he is having a torrid time meeting 
his target of £1 500. He is still at school 
and his friends were not able to pledge 
large amounts for his chosen charity, 
the Foundation for the Study of Infant 
Deaths (cot deaths). If you happened 
to have a spare tenner he lives in Blind 
Lane or you could contribute through 
www.justgiving.com/alexstevanovic 

Tim Kendell

500 Miles to 
Edinburgh
For Charlie 
and PACE

Bruce Jacob of Daisy Gift Shop, Andy 
Boffin and John Hagues, all over 40!, 
and from Flackwell Heath, will be 
setting off on a 500 mile charity cycle 
ride from The PACE Centre in Aylesbury 
to Edinburgh over 5 days on the 16 June 
along with 22 others cyclists.

Andy’s son, Charlie attends the PACE 
Centre which specialises in helping 
children with physical disabilities such 
as cerebral palsy.  The Centre believes in 
each child’s ability to learn despite their 
disabilities and provides a loving and 
inspirational environment motivating 
children with physical and mental 
disabilities.  It depends on donations 
from trusts, businesses, groups and 
individuals - charity number 1011133.

Anyone kind enough to donate can do 
so by either visiting Daisy Gift Shop or 
going on line at www.justgiving.com/
bruce-john-andy for safe and secure 
payment.

Thank you 

Bruce, John and Andy

John Hagues, Bruce Jacob and Andy Boffin with 
Charlie

Off to Paris for 
Macmillan

On Wednesday 8 July John Nicol 
will be joining a group of 60 
cyclists setting off to ride to Paris to 
raise money for Macmillan Cancer 
Support. They plan to complete the 
300 miles with a parade ride down 
the Champs Elysee on Saturday 11.  
Details next month.

Marathon Medalists

YOUR LOCAL ELECTRICIAN
ElecSa Approved Part P Certification 

Fully Insured

For a free quotation and friendly 
service

Martin Lawrence  01628 525178



Diabetes UK
Carol Bailey had about 110 people 
come to her 12 hour party in aid 
of Diabetes uK.  She raised £565. 
She says she could not have done 
it without the help of her mum, 
Frances, sister Lindy, daughter-in-
law Sam, husband Fred and friends 
yvonne, Sally and Ann.

She is also grateful to the local shops 
who donated prizes - The Cherry 
Tree, The Crooked Billet, Daisy Gift 
Shop, Post Office Stores, Cleopatra, 
Giggles, Mr. India and unit 4.

Armed Forces Week
The Flackwell Heath Branch of the 
Royal British Legion invites us all to 
celebrate Armed Forces Week with 
them at the RBL Club in Common Road 
on Sunday 28 June.  From 11.00 there 
will be a Reception and a Presentation 
of badges and scrolls to ex-service men 
and women, followed by a bumper raffle 
and live music from Inside Out Duo.  

If any ex-service men or women would 
like to receive a badge and scroll to 
commemorate their period of service, 
please ring George O’Leary on 01628 
526360.

George O’Leary

Babs Park – Blind Lane

A number of you have expressed concerns over the large 
container lorries causing traffic problems whilst manoeuvring 
to negotiate the difficult entrance in Blind Lane.  

Wycombe District Council currently have an Enforcement 
Notice (08/00148/ENFNOT) on this property, this is now 
subject to an appeal.  It is being heard at a Public Enquiry 
in the Wycombe Council Chamber on 23rd June starting at 
10am.  Anyone who wishes is welcome to attend and may 
speak regarding their concerns.

Just to remind you that 
we have “Bounce and Rhyme” 
sessions in the library for children 
up to school age.  These include 
sing-along sessions with musical 
instruments and storytimes and 
are held on a Tuesday 2.30 - 3.00 
during term time.  We look forward 
to seeing you there.

Flackwell Heath Library 
0845 2303232 

FLACKWELL HEATH 
LIBRARY

also goes Medieval
If you hear sweet singing under the drier or melodious 
rounds in Straight Bit just pause and enjoy. The Louvains 
advert in the Summer Concert programme offers £5 off any 
hair treatment to customers who will sing or recite the first 
four lines of Sumer is icumin in to the whole shop.

FH Residents’ 
Association

Planning and Environment Group

The Stag

91 Heath End Road, Flackwell Heath, Bucks, HP10 9ES
Telephone: 01628 521277

Aerobics and Yoga with Caroline
Wednesdays at Carrington Junior

Aerobics 7 – 8 pm

Fitness yoga 8 – 9 pm

01628 826544 or 07989 328573

The Suzanne Lear 
School of Dancing
Social Dance Classes 

Fridays - 7-8 pm. £7.00 
Curzon Centre-Beaconsfield HP9 1RG

01628-521738

Individually Structured Fees Agreed in Advance
Complete Accounting and Tax Solutions
Local Presence and National Strength

FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION

N I G E L RO C K C O O P E R AC A
T: 01628 520022 M: 07979 502479

E: n igel .coop er@aim s.co .uk

Why would you want to work with anyone else?

PLANS PREPARED & SUBMITTED 
R.M.HILLIER M.R.I.C.S

All types of home extensions, loft 
conversions, conservatories, garages 
and internal structural alterations by 

Chartered Building Surveyor 
For further details contact: 

01628 819335



David Tyler photographs the Sun and 
the planets "because they are there, they 
are beautiful, and ever changing. All life 
on Earth and the weather on the other 
planets in our solar system depend on 
the awesome power of the sun. "

Dave has lived in Flackwell since 1977 
and his hobby is photographing (or 
‘imaging’) not only the sun, but also the 
Moon and the planets. He sometimes 
travels to distant places in search of 
clearer, more stable skies, fewer clouds 
and with the sun and planets 40 degrees 
higher in the sky. In April 2006 and Dec 
2007 he went to Barbados, to image the 
planets during the 10 hour nights, and 
on the 2007 trip he also got some fine 
shots of the sun during the day. 

But the picture shown here was taken in 
Flackwell, from his home observatory.  
Dave describes it as “a picture of a 
solar prominence taken from here on 
2 May 2009..  Solar prominences can 
only be seen with the naked eye during 
a total solar eclipse.  These particular 
prominences are very hot "clouds" of 
Hydrogen far bigger than the Earth.  
They follow the twisted magnetic field 
lines generated on the sun.  They are 
only visible at times other than a total 
eclipse, with a specially made telescope 
that cuts out all of the blinding heat 
and brightness from the sun.  This then, 
and only then, allows the safe viewing 
and imaging of these spectacular 
phenomena.

Observing the sun is dangerous but 
there are ways of doing it safely.  These 
safe methods can be learned from books 
or you can join a club or ask me. 

The Sun is truly fascinating when viewed 
through these very specialised telescope 
/ filter systems called 'Hydrogen alpha'.  
This system isolates the Hydrogen line 
in the solar spectrum. This then shows 
the solar prominences like tongues of 
blood red flame around the edge of the 
sun as well as other solar storms."

Dave, a retired mechanical 
CAD (Computer Assisted 
Design) draughtsman, has 
had a long-term interest 
in astronomy.  He was 
enthralled by the first 'The 
Sky at Night' TV programme 
in April 1957.  It was a great 
thrill when, 50 years later, Sir 
Patrick Moore asked whether 
he could use some of Dave’s 
Jupiter and Saturn images in 
his latest  Book  'Atlas Of the 
Universe'.  Dave has appeared on The 
Sky at Night TV show several times, see  
http://www.bbc.co.uk/science/space/
skyatnight/proginfo.shtml 

Episode November 2005 'Mars and the 
Ring of Fire'.

He built his first telescope in 1970, but 
in those days he was capturing images 
on 35mm film.  The advent of webcams 
and digital cameras revitalised his 
photographic interests in 2003; - “as 
you can image in far more detail using 
them, and the power of computers 
armed with the necessary image 
processing software”.  His wife Wendy 
and son, Thomas, 14, join in the hobby. 
(Who wouldn't, when it involves trips to 
Barbados in December?  SMA)

Dave sends his astronomical images 
to nearly 100 people worldwide with 
similar interests, some of whom log 
the details on the images for solar and 
planetary studies. 

Other interests have included target and 
field archery with crossbow, recurve 
bow and compound bow.  

If you want to see more of Dave's 
pictures, including an animated version 
of a solar prominence, see his website: 
www.david-tyler.com.    See IMAGES / 
RECENT  IMAGES , by month and year. 
David would be happy for anybody 
wanting technical advice to contact him 
through the website.
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Top: Sunspot, 12 December 2006. Photo:  Dave 
Tyler 

Bottom: Sun, 2 May 2009.  Photo:  Dave Tyler


