
From Wednesday 16 December we had 
a month with snow.  What a wonderful 
time; a short walk took you to woods 
where the branches and twigs on the 
trees were outlined in white and black, 
the snowscapes from our hill tops were 
pure delight especially on the days 
when the sky was blue and the air cold 
and clear. 

Of course, the snow caused disruption to 
the roads and railways but it seemed that 
in those days before Christmas it did not 
matter that people had additional days 
off.  I went in to Mitzi the Hairdresser 
to commiserate with Maria and Anne 
over the customers who could not get 
in for their appointments only to be 
told that they were rushed off their feet 

because all the people who could not get to work 
were coming to have their hair done.

And it was fun to walk into the village because 
nearly everybody else was also on foot. The people 
of Flackwell are known for their odd habit of saying 
things like ‘Good Morning’ or ‘Hi’ to people they 
hardly know. On these mornings they had something 
interesting to talk about and going to the shops 
became quite a social event.

The difficulties of the snow can bring out the best 
in us. I keep hearing of people popping in to see if 
neighbours are all right, do they need anything from 
the shops? Philip Drive ends with a sharp downhill.  
After the first snowfall one man started clearing the 
road and gritting it, others followed his example and 
in a couple of hours everybody could get their cars 
up the slope. When the second heavy fall occurred 
different people started the clearing operation.  
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I must say a word about Budgens. They 
were brilliant – suddenly people could 
not get out of the village and they fell 
back on Budgens in large numbers. And 
Budgens coped very well. Their shelves 
remained well stocked, the staff were 
there in numbers and though I have 
never seen the shop so busy everyone 
was polite and helpful. I spoke to Hygine 
Paneer, the manager, and his main worry 
was not selling the goods but making 
sure staff could get in and supplies could 
get up the hill to replenish his shelves. 
If you needed any explanations why 
you should support your local shops 
52 weeks a year this was it. You support 
them now and they will be here when 
you really need them.

The schools did not open for the start of 
term but the children did not get away 
with it totally.  Now everyone is on email 
the teachers can send children work to 
do at home and they can sign into the 
school’s Virtual Learning Environment. 
For pupils at secondary schools it can 
be pretty hard because they do not have 
one teacher per class but seven, eight or 
nine teachers each sending them home 
work to do. Oh! Miranda, it really is a 
brave new world.

But in the holidays and the days off school 
the youth of the village had a great time. 
Last year the lids of the recycling boxes 
were used as sledges. But this year, my 
dears, they all had plastic sledges costing 
about £25. As one mother said to me, “If 

we hadn’t bought them sledges this year 
people would have thought us dreadful 
parents.”

The art of snow sculpture has developed. 
The cheerful snowman will always be 
favourite but I photographed a full size 
snow dragon created by people at the 
Green Dragon pub and a pornographic 
snow sculpture which could be seen in 
Straight Bit for a couple of days. Sadly, 
if you photograph a snow sculpture 
against a snow background it looks just 
like snow but the igloo by Ashley Scott, 
Simon Hatt, Chuck Dury and Chris 
Bradbury has enough contrast. 

Thanks to the photographers – Fennels 
Wood - Nancie Ross; Christ Church - 
Ray Smith; Snowman – Sue Arnautov; 
Igloo – Nigel Peach; The rest by me

Tim Kendell

Juniper Hill
s c h o o l

Juniper Hill School would like to thank all the 
parents, governors, former pupils and staff and 
their families, who helped to clear the snow on 
Sunday 10 January. There was a tremendous 
team spirit and amazing community atmosphere. 
Around one hundred and fifty people attended 
and within one hour, all pathways and car parks 
were clear so that the school could reopen on 
Monday.  Thank you so much everyone.

DON THE HANDYMAN
QUALITY WORK FROM A LOCAL AND RELIABLE 

TRADESMAN

 General property maintenance, including
      the little things that need fixing

 Bathroom refurbishments a speciality

 Your DIY problems solved!

 Please call to see how I may help

CALL DON ON 07957 490142
www.donthehandyman.co.uk



We would like to inform our 
customers that we now have 

photocopying facilities. We have a new 
printer that is able to copy and scan, as 
well as print off photos from memory 
cards and flash drives.  More details 
available in the library.

Community 
Association 
seeks Chairman
Twelve months ago at the Annual 
General Meeting of the FH Community 
Association John Sweetman announced 
that this would be his last year as 
Chairman. At this year’s AGM on 29 
April he will step down.

If you or your family use the Community 
Centre, you will have noticed how it 
has been modernised in the last few 
years and is now a facility we can all 
be proud of.  It hosts some 30 clubs, 
classes, events and meetings each week 
ranging from ballerinas to badminton. 

In anticipation of John’s retirement, the 
Committee who run the Centre would 
like to find a new Chairman. If you are 
the kind of person who could lead a 
team of people that work exceptionally 
well together then please give John 
Sweetman a call on 01628 528671.

Tim Kendell Editor of the Grapevine 

The Grapevine is also owned by the 
Community Association

A Happy New Year to all of you 
reading this – and especially if you 
were a pupil at Carrington Junior 
School in the last 50 years. It was 
actually 50 years ago that the school 
was opened – as Flackwell Heath 
County Primary School (replacing 
the old village school which was on 
the site of the present Community 
Centre).

If you are an ex-pupil and have 
some old photos that you would be 
willing to loan to us for our display, 
we would love to see them. If you 
prefer, we can scan your photos 
and return them to you straight 
away. We promise to take great care 
of everything! If you would like to 
write down any special memories 
you may have of your time at the 
school, we would also love to hear 
from you.

We know there are lots of you living 
in the village who are ex- pupils, 
so please do start looking out your 
photos and casting your memories 
back. If you have anything, please 
send it to us (by e-mail if preferred 
to office@carrington.bucks.sch.uk), 
or bring it in to the Junior School. 
We are planning lots of celebrations 
in May (when the official opening 
was – although the school actually 
opened its doors in January 1960), 
including a Saturday when the 
school will be open to everyone. 
Please watch this space for further 
details, and if you are an ex-pupil, 
start to contact old friends and 
dredge up those memories and 
pictures!

Alison Peach

Morning WI
The speaker for the February meeting 
will be Malcolm Nelson on 40 Years of 
Catching Smugglers 

Evening WI
To start the winter, in December Mr 
David Lee told us about 'Life and 
Science in British Antarctica', where he 
had spent time as a meteorologist.  He 
showed us some gorgeous photos of the 
bird and animal (and human) life.

In January, 20 members braved the 
poor weather to see some of the SWOP 
collection of old photographs of the 
local area, shown to us by Mr Mike 
Dewey.  

The tombola of unwanted Christmas 
presents, in aid of Iain Rennie Hospice, is  
postponed until February, when Dr Maisey 
will talk to us about medical advances. 
Sue Arnautov

FLACKWELL HEATH 

LIBRARY

CARRINGTON 
Junior School

Flackwell Heath 
Women’s Institute

The Three Horseshoes
The Common, Flackwell Heath, 

High Wycombe, HP10 9PG  
Telephone:01628 520541
A La Carte Menu

Bar Snacks
Traditional Sunday Roasts 

(Discount for O.A.Ps)
Children’s Menus

Homemade Desserts
All our Food is Homemade

Chicken Liver Pate
Lamb Shank in Guinness & Red 

Wine Sauce 
Haddock in an Asparagus & 

Stilton Sauce
Homemade Pies

Lunch Served 12-2.30 Monday 
–Saturday

Dinner Served 6.30 -9.30 
Tuesday - Saturday

Sunday Lunch 12.00- 3.00pm

Ashton Opticians
O P T O M E T R I S T S
1 Acorn House, 12-16 Straight Bit, Flackwell Heath

PRIVATE AND NHS EYE EXAMINATIONS
SPECTACLES  & CONTACT LENSES

Your independent practice in 
Flackwell Heath 

for value, style and personal service 

  
01628 530420
www.ashtonopticians.co.uk

Partners:  Mr. M. W. Ashton BSc.(Hons), MCOptom, 
Mrs R.V. Ashton BSc.(Hons),MCOptom

The Stag

91 Heath End Road, Flackwell Heath, Bucks, HP10 9ES
Telephone: 01628 521277

www.rphtreeservices.co.uk

Rob Hawker
Office:  01628 533355

Mobile: 07748 314950

Email:  info@rphtreeservices.co.uk



7.30 pm for 7.45 on 
Thursday 11 March 2010 
in the British Legion, Common 
Road.

Our AGM meeting this year is in two 
distinct parts.  The first part will be 
the formal business of the Residents’ 
Association. The second part will 
be an “Any Questions” format with 
questions answered by our MP and 
Councillors. All residents of Flackwell 
Heath are welcome to this meeting.

The first part will have a short overview 
of FHRA's activities over the past 
year; approval of the accounts; and 
election of officers for the coming 
year.  To vote at this meeting you must 

bring your membership card for 2010 
(or buy one at the door).

We will also be announcing the 
Winner of the al Habtoor Youth 
Award and making the presentation 
of £250.

We aware that we will shortly be 
involved in National Parliamentary 
elections. At this meeting we will be 
dealing only with issues relevant to 
Flackwell Heath and the area around 
us. We will only take questions in 
writing in advance so that we can 
avoid wider party political issues.

UK Parliament - Dominic Grieve 
MP for Flackwell Heath and 
Beaconsfield

Buckingham County Council – Mike 
Appleyard

Wycombe District Council – John 
Savage

Chepping Wycombe Parish Council – 
Jeff Herschel

If you would like to have your 
question discussed you must send 
it to us in advance. Please put it 
into an envelope addressed to The 
Secretary, Flackwell Heath Residents' 
Association and hand it in to Express 
Video, 3 Straight Bit, Flackwell Heath 
HP10 9LS.  Alternatively, e-mail it to 
fhra-secretary@flackwellheath.net

Pam Mannering

Planning 
’The Magpie’ –We were recently 
informed that the Planning Inspectorate 
has dismissed Shanly’s appeal for the 
first of the two planning applications 
they have made for the site

The second planning application, an 
amendment of the first, is still pending 
a decision.

18 Wilfreds Wood Close – We 
understand the refusal of permission 
to demolish the bungalow and build 
two 4-bed houses has been taken to 
appeal. 

Environment
There continues to be a considerable 
problem with dog ‘poo’ on public 
open spaces. For instance, it has to 
be cleared off the recreation ground 
before Saturday football.  This is very 
unfair to those having to do the clearing 
and also to responsible dog owners 
who clear up after their pets.  There 

are two ‘poo’ bins on this particular 
area so there is really no excuse for 
this un-neighbourly behaviour.  We 
understand the problem has been 
discussed at Council level and there 
was considerable support for banning 
dogs from such areas. However it 
was decided to leave this in abeyance 
for the present.  It is clear that a ban 
might be implemented in the future 
should the problem persist so PLEASE 
CLEAR UP AFTER YOUR PETS!

Planters and cherry trees
We are still endeavouring to make 
the village look more attractive.  We 
have however experienced problems 
with suitable sites to place cherry 
trees and planters.  Some sites have 
services underneath, others are too 
near the highway and there are also 
the various bureaucratic hurdles to 
overcome.  We are hopefully making 
some progress in these directions, 
albeit slow and hope that we will 
have some native species cherry trees 

and some new planters in the village 
over the next few months.  

About 500 spring bulbs have been 
planted in the recreation ground area, 
which we hope will brighten up the 
area in the spring.

Minutes Secretary
We have a need for a minutes secretary 
to help us in our endeavours to make 
the village an even more pleasant 
place to live.  If you have some time 
to spare and feel you could help us 
in this way, please contact me as 
below.     

Carolyn Leonard

Chair of FHRA Planning and 
Environment Group

01628 526512

f h r a - p l a n n i n g - e nv i r o n m e n t @
flackwellheath.net

FLACKWELL HEATH Residents’ Association
Annual General Meeting followed by

Questions to our elected representatives

Planning and Environment Group

PLANS PREPARED & SUBMITTED 
R.M.HILLIER M.R.I.C.S

All types of home extensions, loft 
conversions, conservatories, garages 
and internal structural alterations by 

Chartered Building Surveyor 
For further details contact: 

01628 819335

Osteopath 
Michael Thornton ND, DO

Treatment for pain in the back, 
neck, shoulders, knees and hips 
Sports injuries and headaches

01494 433072 or 07799 713117

LONGFORGAN B&B

Magpie Lane 
Carol Lawrence: 01628 525178 

Christmas Availability 
Please ring for details 

VisitBritain 4 Star Silver Award 
www.bedandbreakfasthighwycombe.co.uk



Women’s World Day of Prayer 
Please come and support this once a 
year Worldwide event being held at 
Christ Church on Friday 5 March at 
7.30pm. Followed by refreshments.  

All men, women and children welcome. 
This year’s service comes from the 
Women of Cameroon and will prove 
to be a moving, fun and colourful 
evening.

Rita Liddiard

Our First Year.
Where has the year gone? We started 
out hoping that the venture would be 
successful, but it has exceeded all our 
expectations. The donations have poured 
in, including some wonderful items - 
designer clothing, shoes and handbags, 
fantastic jewellery, new electrical items, 
kitchen and homeware, menswear, 
furniture and toys and games. All of 
these bring in much needed funds for 
the charity which expects to nurse over 
1000 patients in the coming year. Please 
keep all your wonderful donations 
coming in.

Our most unusual 'donation' was some 
live rifle bullets found in the bottom of a 
box. We don't want too many of those!

We are very grateful to all those who 
have donated to us and look forward to 
their continuing support.

Finally I would like to thank our 
dedicated volunteers, a wonderful 
group of people who willingly give their 
time and expertise, and without whom 
the shop would not exist.

Here's to another successful trading year 
for The Iain Rennie Hospice Shop.

Diana Turner - Shop Manager

“Underdog” - Children’s Film Night: 
Friday 5 February 6pm to 7.30: 
After an accident in a science lab 
an ordinary beagle unexpectedly 
finds himself with unimaginable 
powers and the ability to speak. 
Armed with a fetching superhero 
costume, Underdog vows to protect 
the beleaguered citizens of Capitol 
City. It is for all children aged 5-11 
years… please do invite your friends. 
There will be a prize for the best-
dressed superhero! A £1.50 donation 
will cover the cost of refreshments. 
Please notify us of any allergies your 
child has. Book your place with the 
Church Office.

Ash Wednesday: 17 February: Why 
not mark the start of your Lent and 
preparations for Easter by coming to 
Ash Wednesday Holy Communion 
(8.00pm). In a service of quiet hymns 
and prayers maybe you’ll find a place 
to renew your faith and passion for 
God.

On Sunday 28 February Rev Michael 
Mitton will be speaking at 10.00am on 
the subject of “What happens when I 
die?” Michael is Deputy Director of 
the Acorn Healing Foundation.

Coffee Stop serves fantastic fairly-
traded tea and coffee with daily 
newspapers, and provides a warm 
and friendly place to meet old friends 
and make new ones. It runs every 
weekday morning during term-time 
from 9.00am to 11.30am. Why not 
come along… 

Please contact the Church Office in 
Chapel Road for details of regular 
services and further information on 
any of the above: 01628 533004 
(9.00am – 1.00pm Monday to 
Friday).

Methodist Church
Fairtrade Fortnight is 22 Feb - 7 March 
this year. Flackwell Heath Methodist 
Church, as part of its commitment as 
a Fairtrade Church, will be holding 
a coffee morning on Saturday 27 
February from 10am - 12 noon. 
There will be Fairtrade tea, coffee 
etc., homemade cakes, Fairtrade 
items from Traidcraft and Phoenix 
cards. We also hope to have Earthly 
Joys jewellery and entertainment by 
local pianist and composer, Alex 
Routledge. Please look out for notices 
for final details.

There will be Holy Communion on 
7 February, led by our Minister, Rev. 
David Miller. Our Sunday Live all-age 
service at 11am on 21 February will 
be led by Nigel Sweet. Don’t forget 
to come early as bacon and sausage 
butties are served from 10.15am.

Jane Routledge

Iain Rennie 
HOSPICE SHOP

Mart in
V e h i c l e  s e r V i c i n g 

A d a m s
• General car repairs and maintenance

• Free courtesy car available
• Tyres, exhausts and batteries supplied and fitted

• Latest diagnostic equipment for all makes of vehicle
• Air conditioning service available 

01628 850000
email: info@mavs.co.uk 

Alexander House, Wessex Industrial Estate, Bourne End, Bucks, SL8 5DT Mart in
V e h i c l e  s e r V i c i n g 

A d a m s

Your LocaL MoT speciaLisT 
A friendly family run business with 20 years experience

Servicing all cars, new and old 
also light commercial vehicles.

Local and long distance
4,5,7,8 Seater vehicles

Wycombe District Council Licensed

all major credit cards accepted

Everyday low prices 
on beers, wines and spirits

•
DVD & blu-ray movie rentals

Video Game rentals - 
   Xbox 360, Playstation 3, Nintendo Wii

Quality beers wines and spirits -
   with 10% off wines

Tobacco, newspapers, sweets, snacks,
  Paypoint – pay bills and mobile top ups

Express Videos & Off License
 3 Straight Bit  

9am - 11pm 
every day

01628 526966



Village resident Mr al Habtoor, who 
has been a previous benefactor to 
the FH Residents’ Association, has 
wanted to contribute to a Youth Award 
in the village.  It has been agreed 
that there will be an annual award to 
someone 21 or under in recognition 
of an inspirational and noteworthy 
achievement. 

The award is for £250 and is open to 
anyone living in Flackwell Heath. They 
must be 21 or under on 31 August 
2010 to be eligible for this year.  

Anyone can nominate someone to 
receive the al Habtoor Youth Award 
– including parents, family, friends, 
teachers or neighbours. Two judges 
will visit the nominees to talk to them 
informally in their own homes.

The criteria for the award are loosely 
defined so that we do not have to exclude 
any praiseworthy achievement. The 
winner may be a young person who has 
made a significant contribution to the 
village, or may have been conscientiously 
trying to achieve sporting excellence or 
may have provided care and support 
for someone.  If you have ever thought, 
“That child deserves a medal!” we want 
to hear from you.

To nominate someone please give us 
the following by Friday 5 March.

Your name, address and phone number

The name, address and phone number 
of the person you are nominating

Confirm they have agreed to be 
nominated

Why do you think he or she should get 
the award - in less than 20 words

Please include your nomination in an 
envelope addressed to The Secretary, 
Flackwell Heath Residents' Association 
c/o Express Video, 3 Straight Bit, Flackwell 
Heath HP10 9LS.  Alternatively, e-mail 
it to fhra-secretary@flackwellheath.net

Pam Mannering 
FH Residents Association

Cherrymead Surgery
Last autumn we had a meeting at the 
Stag which brought out a surprising 
degree of anger and frustration at the 
quality of the medical services available 
in the village. A group of us met with 
the management of Cherrymead and 
a number of improvements were 
agreed. See the October issue of the 
Grapevine.
Since October no one has contacted me 
to comment on the quality of service 
they have received.  I hope this means 
you are now reassured about the future 
of Cherrymead in Flackwell and satisfied 
with the service you are receiving.
Similarly no one has contacted me 
about the service from Boots. Can I 
assume that the service has improved 
and that you have been able to resolve 
any problems by having a word with the 
Manager? 
I should welcome your thoughts by 
email or letter on whether things have 
improved or not. My contact details are 
on the back page. 
Tim Kendell Editor

The Chapel Dental 
Practice

We are about to have a new dental 
practice open in the Temperance Hall, 
25 Heath End Road. 

The Practice Manager, Gustavo 
Cisneiros, told me that he expects to 
open in early February and will have 
dentist and hygienist services available 
for adults and children. 

If you would like to know more you can 
call in or ring the practice on 01628 
810024. It is worth going just to see 
how they have converted the premises.

Tim Kendell

NEW LEADERS 
NEEDED
There are currently 4 guiding groups 
in Flackwell Heath with over 80 girls 
aged from 5 to 14 enjoying weekly 
meetings during term time.  Guiding 
aims to provide them with challenges 
while having fun through a variety of 
activities.  These activities range from 
craft, games and cooking to days 
out, helping in the community and 
camping.

We would like to offer you an 
opportunity to join Helen, Jane, Sally, 
Su and Sarah in leading the Flackwell 
Heath Guiding groups. We support 
each other all the time swapping 
ideas and planning the programmes.  
In addition all new leaders will 
receive training and mentorship from 
Guiding UK.

Unfortunately, three of our leaders 
are standing down as Guiders due to 
other commitments.  This leaves us 
looking for new leaders to assist with 
our groups We would be delighted 
to speak to anyone wishing to find 

out more about becoming a leader. 
Guiding groups WILL HAVE TO 
CLOSE this year if new leaders are 
not found.  If you or any of your 
friends are interested (in Brownies, 
Rainbows or Guides), please give one 
of us a call or see us at a meeting. 

Helen (01628 524601),  
Jane (01628 532077),

Su (01628 531791),  
Sally (07769 725081)

Flackwell Heath Guide Packs details:

Rainbows (5-7yrs)  
meet on Saturday 10-11am

2nd Brownies (7-10yrs)  
meet on Wednesday 5.30 – 7pm

4th Brownies (7-10yrs)  
meet on Monday 5.45 – 7pm

2nd Guides (11-14yrs)  
meet on Monday 7.15 – 8.45pm

The

al Habtoor 
Youth Award

CW
CHATTELWORTH    

LIMITED
All general building work plus

Full Decorating Service
Purpose-Made Joinery

Maintenance Free Products
First class service at competitive prices
Call now for a no obligation estimate

Local Authority Approved

95a Queens Road, High Wycombe, Bucks  
HP13 6AH

Tel/fax 01494 461544 

Osteopath home visits

Flackwell Heath and near area 
£40/session, 

back, neck and joint pain etc

Tel 07730 733377 
www.community-osteopath.co.uk

YOUR LOCAL ELECTRICIAN
ElecSa Approved Part P Certification 

Fully Insured

For a free quotation and friendly 
service

Martin Lawrence  01628 525178



The show surpassed Cinderella as 
my favourite!  The afternoon show 
suffered slightly due to the weather but 
the evening show was packed! Both 
audiences seemed to love the show 
though, with loads of participation etc. 

Matthew Clube was a fantastic Dick 
Whittington and my brother Kristian 
really played well to the crowd as the 
villainous King Rat. Alice Fitzwarren 
played by Sarah Gregory stole our 
audiences hearts as the "damsel in 
distress"! The entire cast this year was 
indeed stronger than ever and everyone 
on stage (as well as our 20 strong 
production team behind the scenes) did 
a brilliant job. 

The show has raised considerable 
funds for the Scouts, which is great as it 
enables us to improve the quality of the 
show each year with new sets, props, 
costumes etc, as well as upgrading the 
Scout HQ

Cameron Price 
Pantowright and Director

Diary of events
 
regular events
saturdays the fH royal British Legion runs dances every Saturday evening.  8.30 to 11.30   
 Open to non members
Wednesdays  the silver Circle over 60 Club  2nd and 4th Wednesdays from 2pm to 4at the Royal  
 British Legion Club. £1 including tea, cake and a chat.
thursdays flackwell Ladies Club 1st & 3rd Thurs 8pm Community Centre
 
february
friday 5 Children’s film night “Underdog” 6 pm Christ Church £1.50 
sunday 21 flackwell amblers Knowl Hill walk  Meet at 10.00 Budgen’s car park 
 
March
friday 5 Women’s World Day of Prayer  7.30 Christ Church
thursday 11 fH residents assn aGM 7.30 for 7.45 British Legion Common Road
saturday 20 Juniper Hill art exhibition and Craft fair
& sunday 21
saturday 20  Barn Dance with Bodgers Wood Band 7.30 Community Centre See advert
sunday 21  flackwell amblers Taplow walk  Meet at 10.00 Budgen’s car park 

Sing Christmas with 
The Heath 
Singers

It may have been cold and wet 
outside but inside it was warm and 
joyful.  There was a lantern-lit buzz in 
Christ Church as a packed audience 
anticipated the delightful Christmas 
music.  In the first part, following 
a theme of angels and shepherds 
light sweet voices filled the room 
with understated clarity.  A varied 
programme of simple carols, chants, 
gospel songs, old favourites and new 
material charmed the audience.  

The commitment and pleasure of 
the choir members was obvious as 

they followed every nuance of their 
gifted conductor, Peggy Woolhouse.  
Soloists added their soft, clear voices 
to many of the items.   The audience, 
too, had its opportunity to sing and 
I was flattered to be conducted with 
the same seriousness as the choir.  As 
it snowed outside we sang of a "Bleak 
Mid Winter" in the style of the BBC's 
Songs of Praise at The Royal Albert 
Hall.  

After an interval when wine and 
mince pies were served and a sales 
table provided last minute Christmas 
gifts we returned for "Fun Time".  
Rudolph,  Jingle Bells, The Twelve 
Days of Christmas (actions from some 
choir members and instrumental 
improvisation from the audience), a 
round and Maureen Foster’s Seasonal 

Snippet about "Elf and Safety in carols" 
provided an amusing interlude. 

The choir rounded off the evening 
with Joy to the World and Shalom 
(a wish for world peace).  Then it 
was back out into the cold but with 
memories of clear ringing voices 
heralding the approach of Christmas.  
And did I forget to say the Santa put in 
an appearance too!

Sheila Davies

It ' s time to 
swing your 

partner to the 
wall

to the music of our friends

Bodgers Wood Band
Barn Dance

Saturday 20 March at 7.30

Community Centre

Tickets £10 from

John Sweetman

01628528671 or

john_sweetman@lineone.net

Don’t delay.

Last year we sold out –

and the year before that

Supper provided.

Just bring your own drinks, 
your own glasses 

and let’s enjoy ourselves

4 PAWS 
Professional dog grooming

All breeds catered for 
From clipping to hand stripping

Call Sharon on 01628 532863 
www.4pawsonline.co.uk

AEROBICS AND YOGA 
WITH CAROLINE

Wednesdays at Carrington Junior 
Aerobics 7 – 8 pm 

Fitness Yoga 8 – 9 pm

01628 826544 or 07989 328573

Dick Whittington
The Panto



We in Flackwell Heath 
are very fortunate to 
have on our South-West 
corner a farm that is both 

profitable and run on the principles 
of environmental stewardship. The 
concept of living side by side with 
nature is delightfully old-fashioned but 
they practise it in the modern ways with 
a proper understanding of what the land 
and wildlife need to remain healthy. 

Pigeon House Farm is run by two 
brothers, Ivan and Ray Smith.  The Smith 
family has farmed around Flackwell 
Heath for over 200 years. One branch 
had the farm behind the Three Horse 
Shoes. The tenancy of Pigeon House 
Farm was leased to the Great Great 
Grandfather of Ivan and Ray by the 
Carringtons in 1895.

In the last 115 years the farm has got 
bigger. The Carringtons realised that 
the age of small farms was passing and 
as their tenants retired or withdrew 
from farming they offered more land 
to tenants who would use it well. The 
farm now covers 337 acres and the 
workforce has reduced from 29 men 
and boys in the early 1900s to Ivan full 
time and Ray, who has a day job, also 
looks after the paperwork and finances, 
helps in the fields at busy times. They 
and their families live in the cottages 
built in the 1600s and their retired father 
has the cottage on the other side of the 
farmyard.

Concern for the environmental context 
of farming is not a recent fad in the 
Smith family. A letter from the Ministry 
of Agriculture to their father in 1998 
says, “You take a keen interest in the 
wildlife and history of the farm and, 
although not organic, try to minimise 
the use and carefully time the inputs of 
agricultural chemicals. This has resulted 
in broad leafed plants surviving in the 
crops with benefits to wildlife.”

They are involved in the Environment 
Stewardship Scheme and are advised by 
Royal Society for the Protection of Birds. 
There is financial support for some of 
these schemes but Ivan and Ray are more 
motivated by a love of the countryside 
they farm than by financial incentives 
(although they won’t turn them down if 
offered).

The farm has a good population of hares. 
They like the warm south facing slopes, 

the arable land and the grass and corn. 
They eat a leaf or two from a corn stalk 
but unlike, rabbits, they do not bite off 
the whole stalk. In August and March 
mother hares scrape a “form” between 
two rows of corn where their leveret can 
hide while she is off feeding. Leverets 
are not fast movers and they are difficult 
to see from a tractor cab so Ivan does 
not use rollers in the months when the 
leverets are so vulnerable. 

As you walk the eight or nine paths that 
cross the farm you will notice 60 large 
squares of short grass in the fields. These 
are attractive to breeding skylarks and in 
season you are bound to hear the larks 
as you walk down Sheepridge Lane; the 
Smiths leave short grass for lapwings; 
thick thorny hedges and brambles for 
linnets; yellow hammers like wide 
grass field margins. Between 1970 and 
1998 the national population of yellow 
hammers declined by 54% but not on 
the Smiths’ farm they didn’t. 

Not everything succeeds. The Tawny 
Owls are getting on fine but they cannot 
get the Barn Owls to multiply.  Perhaps 
barns are not what they used to be.

Ivan and Ray welcome visitors to their 
land. They would be grateful if in return 
visitors would stick to the footpaths 
and not wander off onto the fields. And 
please, please do not allow your dogs to 
chase the birds, the hares or their leverets 
Tim Kendell 

Pigeon House
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