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Enterprise Inns and Oakengates One 
Limited have applied to Wycombe District 
Council for planning permission to knock 
down the Green Man and replace it with a 
building containing two retail units, open 
from 7am to 11pm seven days a week. 
The larger unit of 4000 sq ft is designated 
a Sainsbury Local.  There would also be 
16 car parking spaces.

The “top up convenience store” will 
“provide a broad range of goods, and 
in particular, a range of fresh produce 
including fruit, vegetables and meat. 
Alongside the fresh produce the store 
would also provide other basic goods 
(dry, tinned, chilled and frozen items) and 
non-food products such as household 
products, toiletries, newspapers, 
magazines and tobacco.”

A public meeting called at short notice 
by the FH Residents Association filled the 
Large Hall of the Community Centre to 
capacity on the evening of Monday 24 
January.  The purpose of the meeting was 
to gauge opinion and explain that for 
an objection to carry any weight it had 
to deal with a limited range of planning 
issues.  (See the village website) And to 
emphasise that any objections has to be 

with the WDC Planning by Thursday 3 
February.

A major topic of concern was traffic. 
Sixteen parking spaces for staff and 
customers was thought to be inadequate. 
People were very concerned about 
delivery trucks backing in or out of the 
car park especially as they would be 
so close to a busy roundabout and the 
schools.  

When asked how many present at the 
meeting were against having a Sainsburys 
in the village virtually everybody put their 
hands up.

You can see the full details of the 
application on the Wycombe District 
Council website. The application number 
11/05045/FUL. Beware! Several people 
reported that they had been unable to 
send an objection via the Council website. 
Don’t leave it to the last minute.

We will keep you up dated with further 
information on the village website 
-flackwellheath.net  You can email 
thoughts, ideas and comments to  
feedback@flackwellheath.net

Tim Kendell

Subscriptions to 
the Grapevine

The Grapevine is delivered to half the 
homes in Flackwell Heath.  We would 
like to deliver it to more homes because 
it is the only way that people can know 
in depth what is happening in their 
village.

And things are happening to your village 
now. Bucks County Council are going to 
close your village library. Are you happy 
to see it disappear or would you support 
a scheme where your library is run by 
volunteers?  Would you be willing to 
help out? See the article on this page.  

The owners of the Green Man pub have 
applied to the Council for planning 
permission to knock the pub down and 
replace it with a Sainsbury Local shop.  
That sounds good but will it cause 
other shops to close down? Will a new 
Sainsbury make you enjoy your local 
shopping more or less? Do you want to 
support the scheme or oppose it? What 
can you do about it?

The annual subscription for the 
Grapevine is £4.50 (or £3.50 for people 
over 60). Ten issues a year delivered to 
your door around the 1st of the month 
except September and January. 

If you are not already a subscriber, 
try reading the rest of this Grapevine. 
If it interests you, contact your local 
deliverer, pay your subscription and 
enjoy the next ten issues. Cheques 
should be made out to FH Community 
Association.

Tim Kendell       Editor of the Grapevine

Your local deliverer is 

…………..............………………………    

Please contact me by phone    

01628 ……………................................ 

Or put you subscription in an envelope 
with your name and address on it and 

drop it off at..........................................

…………..............………………………

…………..............………………………

There will be a meeting 
of people willing to 
create and operate the FH 
Community Library on the 
evening of 3 February at 
Carrington School. (Time 
yet to be arranged). Paula 
Buck, Head of the Library 
and Culture Department of 
the Bucks County Council 
or one of her team will 

lead a workshop on the practicalities of 
running a Community Library. This will be 
followed by a discussion on the first things 
that need to be done and who is going to 
do them.

This will be an opportunity to meet with 
other people interested in being involved 
in managing the new library and / or being 
a community librarian.

Bucks County Council will be mailing 
information about the meeting to people 
who have registered an interest with Cllr 
Mike Appleyard. Cllr Appleyard is keen 
to recruit as many volunteers as possible 
who are willing to make a practical 
contribution. If you have not already 
registered with him please email him now   
mappleyard@buckscc.gov.uk  .  He will 
add you to his contact list.

Cllr Appleyard is very keen to help 
establish a Community Library in Flackwell 
Heath but he does not want to chair 
the Management Committee. Once the 
general policy is agreed and a committee 
/ action group is established he would 
like someone else to chair the Committee 
and he will gladly serve as a Committee 
member.

Tim Kendell

LIBRARY ACTIOn GROUP



Women’s World Day 
of Prayer

Women’s World Day of Prayer to 
be held at The Methodist Church, 
Flackwell Heath on Friday 4 March at 
7.30pm

All men, women and children of 
whatever denomination have a very 
warm invitation to this once a year, 
one day only, unique service that takes 
place all over the world. The service 
written this year comes from Chile. 

The now famous refreshments will 
be served afterwards tea/coffee and 
delicious cakes. We look forward to 
seeing you.     

Rita Liddiard  01628 521723

We had hoped to have the new planters 
in place on the Methodist Church 
corner just before Christmas but the 
snow prevented the hauliers delivering 
them.  They are now in place and will be 
planted up over the next few weeks.  We 
would love to hear from any gardeners 
who would be willing to help us with 
the maintenance of them.

We are pleased that WDC have refused 
planning permission for a 2-bedroom 
bungalow in the rear garden of 49 
Oakland Way.  The council clearly 
thought it was overdevelopment of the 
site so thank you to all those folk who 
also wrote expressing their concerns. 

I have a date for the public inquiry 
regarding the enforcement notices issued 
for Babs Park.  It will be taking place from 
April 5 – 8 at the main Council Chamber 
in High Wycombe and is open to the 
public.  A record is still being kept of all 
the lorry traffic going to the site, so if you 
see any, please log the date, time and 
any other details you can and inform me 
so I can pass the information on. 

You may have seen in the press that 

Amersham and Wycombe College 
are to redevelop the Flackwell Heath 
campus to give a new Construction 
Skills Centre, Gym and enhanced 
facilities for other vocational courses 
together with improved social spaces 
and wheelchair access.  In particular 
it is hoped the new Construction Skills 
Centre will serve the whole region and 
will provide a wide range of courses 
for those involved or wishing to be 
involved in the construction industry.  
The project will commence in February 
with completion due in november and 
is a really exciting development for the 
college, which should benefit the whole 
community.
Carolyn Leonard Chair of FHRA Planning 
and Environment Group 01628 526512 
fhra-planning-environment@flackwellheath.
net

FLACKWELL HEATH Residents’ Association 
PLAnnInG AnD EnVIROnMEnT GROUP

The Residents Association would like 
to find a new Membership Secretary 
who will keep the membership 
records up to date, organise the 
collection of the annual membership 
fees and handle occasional mailings 
to members. 

The Membership Secretary is 
automatically a member of the 
Executive Committee of the 
Association which meets as required 
about once every month and a half.

If you feel you would like to help in 
this way please ring Pam Mannering 
on 01628 525317  or Chloe Barrow 
on 01628 526547

FLACKWELL HEATH  
Residents’ Association 

Membership Secretary

MAD HATTER’S  
TEA PARTY

on Sunday 10 July 2011

at the  

CHERRY FAYRE  
– theme Fairy tales will come true

32 lucky children, aged 6 to 11 years, 
will be invited to a free sit-down tea 

party in the arena* hosted by the 
 Mad Hatter and other Alice in 

Wonderland friends

* in a marquee if weather unsuitable

All places must be pre-booked – 
Application forms from:

Terry Darby, 26 Old Kiln Road, F/H. 
Tel: 01628 523375

Closing date for submission of 
application forms 31 March 2011

A1 TAXI SERVICE
Flackwell Heath & surrounding area

01628 851466
HighWycombe & surrounding area

01494 441000
4 - 6 - 8 Seater Vehicles Available

Minimum Fare From £3.50
Airports - Seaports - London Theatres

01628 851466
01494 441000

Ashton Opticians
O P T O M E T R I S T S
1 Acorn House, 12-16 Straight Bit, Flackwell Heath

PRIVATE AND NHS EYE EXAMINATIONS
SPECTACLES  & CONTACT LENSES

Your independent practice in 
Flackwell Heath 

for value, style and personal service 

  
01628 530420
www.ashtonopticians.co.uk

Partners:  Mr. M. W. Ashton BSc.(Hons), MCOptom, 
Mrs R.V. Ashton BSc.(Hons),MCOptom

www.rphtreeservices.co.uk

Your Local Tree Surgeon 
Office:  01628 533355

Mobile: 07748 314950

Email:  info@rphtreeservices.co.uk

PLANS PREPARED & SUBMITTED 
R.M.HILLIER M.R.I.C.S

All types of home extensions, loft 
conversions, conservatories, garages 
and internal structural alterations by 

Chartered Building Surveyor 
For further details contact: 

01628 819335



Geoff Leonard
On behalf of the Flackwell Heath Residents’ Association I would like to 
commemorate Geoff Leonard who passed away on 8 December 2010. He was 
the husband of Carolyn Leonard, the chairman of our Planning & Environment 
Group. He was tireless in his support & encouragement of her work with the 
FHRA and a great “backroom boy” for many of our projects. 

Geoff had lived in the village for over 50 years, first in Strathcona Close, where 
he grew a cherry tree from a stone, and latterly in Chapman Lane. His knowledge 
of the village throughout the decades was extensive and his memories included 
the great times he had as a youngster scrumping in the cherry orchards.

Instead of flowers Carolyn asked for donations to provide more cherry trees 
in the village and I would like to thank, on her behalf, the kind people who 
gave anonymously. We look forward to seeing the cherry trees planted as he 
would have moved his tree from Strathcona Close to Chapman Lane had its size 
permitted.

Pam Mannering

The Methodist Churches in the High 
Wycombe Circuit have been raising 
money for a water project in Burkina 
Fasso , one of the poorest countries 
in Africa . Any money raised will be 
significantly added to from EU funds. 
This is a joint venture with Marlow and 
Marlow Bottom Methodist Churches 
that we are hosting:

Christian Aid Goodwill Supper. 
Saturday 19th February 2011 at 6pm 
Music, entertainment and a delicious 
supper. After dinner speakers, Alison 
Knight will talk about the life-changing 
work of Christian Aid in Burkina Fasso 
and Solicitor Lucy Fisher will present 
a light-hearted look at Will making. 
Have all your questions answered! 
At Flackwell Heath Methodist Church, 
Chapel Road, Flackwell Heath 
Tickets: Adults £6; Children 
under 12 £4; Family £12. 
For more details and tickets contact: 
01628 523022, 01628 486639, or 
01628 474881

Fairtrade Fortnight 

Fairtrade Fortnight will run from 18th 
February to 13th March 2011.We will 
be holding our usual coffee morning 
on a Saturday during the fortnight, 
as we are a Fairtrade church, from 
10am - 12 noon - please see posters 
and website for the date. There will be 
Fairtrade refreshments and Traidcraft 
and other items on sale as usual. 
We hope to be entertained by local 
pianist and composer, Alex Routledge. 
Free entry. All welcome.

This is mainly a chance to try and find 
out more about Fairtrade products but 
any money raised will be donated to 
Tearfund and to support the Fairtrade 
Foundation. www.fhmc.org.uk

Sunday Live is on the third Sunday with 
bacon butties and coffee at 10.15am 
followed by the service at 11am. This 
is a lively service for all ages. Please 
note: Sunday Live will be moving to 
the second Sunday in the month from 
March onwards.

Jane Routledge

“The Flackwell Heath 
Gospels”: To celebrate the 
400th Anniversary of the 
publication of one of the 
most important books in 
history, the King James Bible, 
the people of Flackwell Heath are 
being invited to participate in a unique 
project, our very own handwritten 
book of the four Gospels. Every village 
organisation - churches, schools, pubs, 
groups and activities will be asked to 
participate and each contribution will 
be noted and bound into this special 
volume which will be the centre-piece 
of the Church’s contribution to the 
2011 Cherry Fayre. Everyone taking 
part will be given a small certificate 
detailing their contribution. Look out 
for details of how you can get involved 
and make your mark for posterity in 
‘The Flackwell Heath Gospels’.

Fairtrade Fortnight: Fairtrade Fortnight 
2011 runs from 28 February to 13 
March and reminds us to be fair to 
those who produce what we buy. 

Christ Church is a Fairtrade 
Church serving Fairtrade 
refreshments on Sundays 
and in Coffee Stop and runs 

a Fairtrade Shop on the 2nd 
Sunday of every month.

Thinking of getting married in 2011 
or 2012? Recent changes in marriage 
law have opened up new possibilities 
to marry at Christ Church! See the 
relevant page on our website or phone 
the Vicar for more details.

Coffee Stop serves fantastic fairly-
traded tea and coffee with daily 
newspapers, and provides a warm 
and friendly place to meet old friends 
and make new ones. It runs every 
weekday morning during term-time 
from 9.00am to 11.30am. Why not 
come along… 

Please contact the Church Office in 
Chapel Road for details of regular 
services and further information on any 
of the above: 01628 533004 (9.00am 
– 1.00pm Monday to Friday).

Aerobics and Yoga with Caroline
Wednesdays at Carrington Junior 

Aerobics 7 – 8 pm 
Fitness Yoga 8 – 9 pm

01628 826544 or  
07989 328573



WI Reports
Members had an opportunity to choose, 
from a list of seven, the resolution 
they considered most suitable to be 
presented at the national AGM in 
June.
Subscriptions for 2011 are due now - 
£30 this year.

Morning WI
36 members braved the cold weather 
and exchanged new Year greetings.  

Margaret Waffron, Jean Stevens, Liz 
Roberts and Hazel Spurgeon were 
thanked for the delicious refreshments 
they provided for the December 
meeting.

The following week, 8 December, the 
Christmas lunch at Wycombe Heights 
Golf Centre was a very enjoyable 
event.

Unfortunately, due to a 
misunderstanding, there was no 
speaker in January.  Mrs Black's talk 
'Travelling among the Mioa people of 
China' will be arranged for another 
date. The next meeting will be on 2 
Feb.  Mr neil Rees will be the speaker 
and his subject: 'King Zog of Albania in 
Exile in the Chilterns'.

Jean Worth

Evening WI
The December meeting was entertained 
by Mrs Joan Dark with her Christmas 
Crackers - a series of readings, anecdotes 
and jokes to get us in a festive mood.

In January, we heard about Dr Jill 
Eyers' trip along (part of) the Amazon.  
A glimpse of lush tropical rain forest 
is just what you need on a miserable 
January night, but personally I'll gladly 
forego the 200 species of mosquito 
that live there!  A tombola of unwanted 
Christmas presents raised funds for the 
Iain Rennie Hospice at Home.  For 
the competition, members were most 
ingenious in finding objects that were 
green and began with K or Z (green 
kiwi, zero (twice), knitting etc. and the 
winner: a bright green zip).  The overall 
winners for 2010 were, for the main 
competitions: Joan Cox-Wilson and 
for the Bloom of the Month: Barbara 
Dickinson.

In February Bennie Pierce will combine 
sound and music in 'Talking Pictures'.

Sue Arnautov

Neighbourhood 
Watch News 

February 2011
The ‘BIG SOCIETY’
neighbourhood Watch is 
the largest single UK voluntary 
organisation whose main objectives are to 
help reduce crime and the fear of crime, 
and is thus ideally placed to participate 
in the Government’s ‘Big Society’.  The 
financial constraints that are going to 
affect us all during the next few years will 
no doubt have an impact on policing, 
which will make neighbourhood Watch 
even more valuable.  In the Wycombe 
Local Policing Area (LPA), there has been 
a substantial growth in neighbourhood 
Watch during the last five years, with a 
further 225 schemes being started and 
more than 300 new scheme co-ordinators 
being recruited.  This growth has been 
achieved by volunteer residents, aided 
by their Area Co-ordinators and with 
the tireless support of Geoff Pegg, the 
Chairman of WDnHWA.  There are now 
660 registered schemes with over 1,200 
co-ordinators.  Talk to anyone in an 
active neighbourhood Watch scheme, 
and they will confirm the benefits – both 
practical and social – of belonging to a 
scheme.  You may even get a reduction 
in your household insurance!  Why not 
start a scheme in your road if one doesn’t 
already exist?

ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR
At the meeting of the neighbourhood 
Action Group (nAG) on January 13th, 
anti-social behaviour – vandalism, 
graffiti, litter, etc. - in an area around a 
footpath just west of the village centre 
was discussed at length.  Whilst local 
residents support the closure of the 
footpath, the legal situation regarding 
footpath closure is extremely tortuous, 
and could itself have a detrimental effect 
on the area.  The nAG has been tasked to 
ascertain the legal status of the footpath 
concerned, with a view to finding an 
alternative, more workable solution that 
meets residents’ needs.

THEFT OF METAL
With the demand for scrap 
metal still being high, theft of 
metal items is still significant.  

Quite often, thefts are carried 
out during daylight hours by teams 

of men, often with two vehicles.  
The first vehicle prowls around the 
neighbourhood looking for likely and 
vulnerable items.  The second vehicle is 
then called in to do the ‘snatch’.  Only 
recently, a copper hot water cylinder was 
taken without permission from outside 
a neighbour’s house, and a road drain 
cover was removed creating a safety 
hazard.  [A call to Bucks CC ‘Highways 
on Call’ (Tel: 0845 230 2882) quickly got 
the latter marked with safety cones.]  If 
you see a ‘suspicious’ vehicle prowling 
around your road, don’t just ignore it.  
Try and get the registration number and 
a description and report it, using the 
police non-emergency number.  If there 
is a patrol car in the area it can be tasked 
to investigate.  

WYCOMBE COMMUNITY SAFETY 
PARTNERSHIP 
This partnership brings together a wide 
range of agencies who have an interest 
in making the Wycombe area a safer 
place to place.  A useful booklet detailing 
the agencies involved and their main 
activities can be obtained from WDC, 
the police or neighbourhood Watch. 

For further information contact: 
David Gresswell – Area Co-ordinator,  
01628 525019 
e-mail: flackwell-nhwatch@talktalk.net 
Police General & non-emergency 
number: 0845 8 505 505 
Public Safety Team (Anti-social 
behaviour): 01494 421087

Flackwell Heath 
Women’s Institute

Mart in
V e h i c l e  s e r V i c i n g 

A d a m s
• General car repairs and maintenance

• Free courtesy car available
• Tyres, exhausts and batteries supplied and fitted

• Latest diagnostic equipment for all makes of vehicle
• Air conditioning service available 

01628 850000
email: info@mavs.co.uk 

Alexander House, Wessex Industrial Estate, Bourne End, Bucks, SL8 5DT Mart in
V e h i c l e  s e r V i c i n g 

A d a m s

Your LocaL MoT speciaLisT 
A friendly family run business with 30 years experience

Servicing all cars, new and old 
also light commercial vehicles.

Osteopath home visits
Flackwell Heath and near area 

£40/session,

back, neck and joint pain etc

Tel 07730 733377
www.community-osteopath.co.uk

4 PAWS
Professional dog grooming 

All breeds catered for 
From clipping to hand stripping

Call Sharon on 01628 532863

www.4pawsonline.co.uk



The Flackwell Heath Residents’ 
Association would like to receive your 
nominations for the 2011 Al Habtoor 
Youth Award. The award is open to 
anyone 21 or under in recognition 
of an inspirational and noteworthy 
achievement.

The criteria for the award are loosely 
defined so that we do not have to 
exclude any praiseworthy achievement. 
The winner may be a young person who 
has made a significant contribution 
to the village, or may have been 
conscientiously trying to achieve 
sporting/ artistic excellence or may have 
provided care and support for someone.  
If you have ever thought, “That kid 
deserves a medal!” we want to hear 
from you.

Anyone can make a nomination – 
including parents, family, friends, 
teachers or neighbours. Two judges 
will visit the nominees to talk to them 
informally in their own homes.

The award is open to anyone living in 
Flackwell Heath. They must be 21 or 
under on 31 August 2011. The winner 
will receive an award of £250 and the 
runner-up £100, to spend as they like. 
The awards will be presented at the FH 
Residents’ Association AGM on Friday 
11 March.

The award is funded by Mr Khalaf 
Al Habtoor who has had a home in 
Flackwell Heath for the last 30 years. 
(For more about Mr Al Habtoor see 
the Grapevine of October 2010 on the 
village website.)

To nominate someone please give us 
the following by Friday 25 February.

Your name, address and phone 
number. 
The name, address and phone number 
of the person you are nominating. 
Confirm they have agreed 
to be nominated 
Why do you think he or she should get 
the award - in less than 20 words

Please send your nomination to fhra-
secretary@flackwellheath.net or put 
it into an envelope addressed  to The 
Secretary, Flackwell Heath Residents' 
Association c/o Express Video, 3 Straight 
Bit, Flackwell Heath HP10 9LS.  

Pam Mannering FH Residents’ 
Association

C a r r i n g t o n 
goes Crackers 
for Christmas
Children at Carrington Junior 
School were delighted to 
be able to enjoy Christmas 
lunch, which they prepared, 
cooked and ate together at 
lunchtime in the fortnight 
running up to the end of 
term. The school has been running a 
Lunch Club every Wednesday since 
September, under the expert guidance of 
Mrs Harvey, a Year 6 parent. Mrs Harvey, 
who trained professionally as a chef, has 
helped the children to gain invaluable 
experience in the kitchen, with anything 
from chopping, frying, and stirring to 
washing up. All great life skills! The 
children enjoyed the weekly sessions so 
much, that when Mrs Harvey suggested 
doing a Christmas lunch, almost every 
hand, in every class went up! Over a 
period of two weeks, the children took 
it in turns to prepare, cook and eat 
together and as you can see from the 
photo, much fun was had by all. 

We can’t be certain whether Mrs Harvey 
felt like cooking a Christmas lunch for 
her own family, after cooking it 10 
times over at school, but we would like 
to thank her for all her hard work in 
school.

Any other volunteers who feel they 
have a skill that they would like to share 
with the children are most welcome to 
contact the school office.

Lollipop Person of the Year
Congratulations to Gilly Fryer, our 
lollipop man, who has won the South 
East England regional title of ‘Lollipop 
Person of the Year’.
The school nominated him, by all voting 
online, and then had a day when all 
the classes did work on the theme of 
road safety and the work of the lollipop 
person. Children did a vast assortment of 
activities, including paintings, posters, 
poems, raps, drama, factual and creative 
writing and looked at how to keep safe 
on the roads. We then sent samples of 
our work to support our nominations 
for Gilly, and were delighted when we 
heard right at the end of last term that 
he was one of the 12 regional finalists. 
Members of the judging panel will visit 
each of the winning schools to decide 
who will be the UK winner, and at that 
time will present Gilly with a trophy 
and £100, and the school will receive 
£500. Watch this space to see if we can 
convince the judges of what we know 
– Gilly deserves to win the title of ‘UK 
Lollipop Person of the Year’!

Jane Gardener and Alison Peach

The

al Habtoor 
Youth Award

The Stag

91 Heath End Road, Flackwell Heath, Bucks, HP10 9ES
Telephone: 01628 521277

JACQUI JONES
PERSOnAL TRAInInG

Fed Up Being Overweight & Unfit?

Want to kick start or improve your fitness regime?

I Can Help You!

Fully Qualified Personal Trainer

Specialising in Adult & Childhood Obesity

Call now for a free consultation

07595223314
www.jacquijonespersonalfitness.co.uk

jacqui.jacquijonespersonalfitness.co.uk

Train at home or at Private Studio in  
Flackwell Heath



Heath Singers 
Christmas Concerts

For the second year running the 
Christmas concerts coincided with 
snowfall. Many choir members live 
outside Flackwell, some as far away as 
Speen, Slough and Chesham. But the 
choir arrived in force. 

As expected, the choir made it worthwhile 
turning out.  The programme included 
an interesting mixture of traditional 
carols and modern pieces from a variety 
of cultures. And what could be more 
Christmassy than White Christmas and 
Winter Wonderland? These Christmas 
concerts are particularly satisfying for the 
audience because they too get to have 
a good sing.  According to members of 
the choir each of the three audiences 
responded to Father Christmas’s jokes 
or the chance to sing with more or less 
enthusiasm at the three nights. 

Tim Kendell

From Peggy Woolhouse:

To all our friends and supporters I am 
happy to tell you that we are again 
going to be able to donate £2000 to 
the charities we regularly support as 
a result of our Christmas concerts.  
This will be shared equally between 
Wycombe Scannappeal and the Iain 
Rennie Hospice at Home. Thank you for 
coming and singing so well  !!

The Annual General Meeting of the 
Residents Association will be at the 
Royal British Legion, The Common at 
7.30 for 8pm on Friday 11 March. The 
meeting is open only to FHRA members 
but you can join at the door.  

We plan to have the business of the 
meeting completed in half an hour and 
then we will have the presentation of the 
Al Habtoor Youth awards, presentation 
of the Cherry Fayre donation and the first 
public performance by the Flackwell 
Players, “a Review Show with a few 
comedy sketches, alongside music and 
dance numbers”.

Pam Mannering

Carols and Lights
Earlier in the day the rain had been falling 
but, much to the relief of the Residents’ 
Association who organised the event 
and the mulled wine and mince pies, 
it stopped as dusk fell. It was Saturday 
4 December, and as it does every time 
this year, the village turned out to 
witness a warming evening of carols and 
lights. Even fifteen minutes before the 
night got underway there was a warm 
atmosphere. We were welcomed with 
some delicious spicy beans, prepared 
by Mrs Patel who, until recently, ran the 
village Post Office. On a countdown 
from ten the lights were turned on by 
four excited and warmly-wrapped-up 
children, after the congregation had 
sung several carols. 

The younger children were visibly 
excited at the arrival of Santa Claus, who 
somehow managed to get lost in the 
Community Centre car park. "I've just 
come from the north Pole," he boomed. 
"I was looking out of the window, when I 
turned to my wife and said, 'it looks like 
reindeer!'" The joke was greeted with a 
quiet laugh from the crowd. "It was good 
of him to come here at such a busy time 
of year," laughed one parent I spoke to. 
"It was a good evening, though. I think 
we all enjoyed it."

When the service finished I took a walk 
down the street, marvelling at the lights 
lining the road. For another year, the 
village wrapped up to see the lights 
being turned on. As I left the Straight Bit, 
they continued to shine.

Paul Wace

Dancing 
at the Legion

Do you want to spend an 
evening of dancing delight? 
Gallant gentlemen with style 

and politesse; ladies with 
charm and grace  

who will make three hours stepping 
the light fantastic pass in just a flash. 

c
And the bands are 
pretty good too.

f
Dancing at the Royal British Legion, 

The Common – every Saturday 
night – 8 to 11.15 pm – voluntary 

donation at the door

FLACKWELL HEATH 
Residents’ Association  

AGM

DON THE HANDYMAN
QUALITY WORK FROM A LOCAL AND RELIABLE 

TRADESMAN

 General property maintenance, including
      the little things that need fixing

 Bathroom refurbishments a speciality

 Your DIY problems solved!

 Please call to see how I may help

CALL DON ON 07957 490142
www.donthehandyman.co.uk

Everyday low prices 
on beers, wines and spirits

•
DVD movie rentals

New DVD repair service.  
Repair scratches on DVD and CD discs  

including video games.  
Successfully repair Xbox 360 laser burns.  

£3 per disc repair, bulk discounts available. 
Quality beers wines and spirits -

   with 10% off wines

Express Videos & Off License
 3 Straight Bit  

9am - 11pm 
every day

01628 298224

•
Installation

 • 
Sales 
• 

Design 
• 

A truly local 
company 

dedicated to 
serving  

South Bucks.  
Great kitchens 
and bathrooms 
are what we do. 
All work is fully 

insured.

•  Plumbing 
•   Electrical 

(Part P approved) 

•  Carpentry
•  Plastering 
•  Tiling 
•   Painting & decorating

For more information or to 
arrange your free quote 

call Andy on: 01494 474236 
or FREEPHONE 0800 644 6754 

References available
www.totallykitchensandbathrooms.com 



Our New Police Officer
My name is Rebecca Benfield and I am 
your new neighbourhood Specialist 
Officer (nSO) for Loudwater and 
Flackwell Heath. Working with your 
Police Community Support Officers 
(PCSO) Michelle Underwood and 
Daton Beckford, we will work closely 
with our partners and most importantly 
you, to create a safer community for you 
to live in.  We will be running 'HAVE 
YOUR SAY' meetings every four weeks, 
which is an ideal opportunity for you 
as a member of the local community 
to come and have a chat with us and 
let us know any problems or concerns 
you may have. You can find out when 
our meetings are at www.thamesvalley.
police.uk.

As your nSO I am responsible for the 
communities of Flackwell Heath and 
Loudwater, having said that there are a 
team of us who work out of Hazlemere 
Police office, from where we cover 
the communities of Hazlemere, Penn, 
Hughenden and Tylers Green as well.  I 
hope to be here for at least a couple of 
years.

So a little about me: I come from 
Aylesbury and I have been a police 
officer with Thames Valley Police for 
just over 3 years, spending that time as 
a response officer at High Wycombe.  
During that time I have gained 
experience, investigated a lot of crime 
and brought a good number of criminals 
to justice.

Should you see crime being committed 
or are in need of emergency assistance 
please dial 999.  For all other reports 
please contact us on the non emergency 
police number 08458 505505.

Rebecca Benfield  
PC 6515 BENFIELD 
Neighbourhood Specialist Officer-  
Flackwell Heath/Loudwater

Paperback & Jigsaw 
Library 

Open to everybody on the first 
Wednesday in the month from 1.30 to 
3.30 in the Community Centre. There is 
a wide range of paperbacks and jigsaws 
for you to choose from.  Wednesday 2 
February and Wednesday 2 March. 

If you would like to help out from time 
to time please contact Liz Johncock on 
01628 521495.

All the staff in the library would 
like to thank all their customers 
for their continued support 

during the time of our consultation.  To 
know you are behind us is invaluable.   
Hopefully by the next edition of the 
Grapevine we will be able to report 
something more positive.

In the meantime, life at the library goes 
on. We have an exciting event during 
half term called "Fossils, Feathers & 
Furry Things".  Wycombe Museum will 
be hosting a free drop in session here on 
Wednesday 23 February 2.30 - 4.00 pm 
where you can investigate a collection 
of fascinating natural objects.  This 
should appeal to all ages.

We are also still running our Internet 
Taster and Family History Taster sessions 
for computer beginners so please 
add your name to the list if you are 
interested.

We are currently looking for a volunteer 
to help run our very popular "Bounce & 
Rhyme" sessions on a Tuesday afternoon.  
This is a fun event for children up to 5 
years old with music and stories.  Please 
call into the library for more details if 
this is something that would interest 
you.

For more information on library services, 
opening hours and events please visit 
our website.   www.buckscc.gov.uk

Alison Harvey

FLACKWELL HEATH

LIBRARY

Flackwell Amblers
If you would like to join us on Sunday 
20 February, The Flackwell Amblers 
will be going for a walk at Cookham.  
Meet at Budgen’s car park at 10.00 
a.m.  This walk will last approximately 
2 hours and is undertaken at your own 
risk.  Please wear walking boots or 
strong shoes.   n.B.  This walk may be 
subject to change at short notice due 
to prevailing weather conditions.

The next date for your diary is Sunday 
20 March 2011. 

Celia Barker

The village Amateur Dramatic Society 
has now been formed and January 
saw our first active month as a group; 
auditions have been held and rehearsals 
got under way for the first performance, 
which will be held at the Flackwell 
Heath Resident’s Association AGM 
on Friday 11th March. This will be 
a Review Show with a few comedy 
sketches, alongside music and dance 
numbers. Hopefully this will encourage 
enthusiasm and growth for the group 
and enable us to perform again in the 
summer with a larger cast.

The group is going from strength to 
strength and is still seeking active 
members who wish to “tread the 
boards”. If you would like to be a part of 
the group in any capacity please email 
fhra-flackwellplayers@flackwellheath.
net or write to “The Flackwell Players c/o 
Express Video, Flackwell Heath, Straight 
Bit”. no experience is necessary (just 
plenty of ideas and enthusiasm!) and we 
are looking for all age groups to join us. 
If you have an interest for any aspect of 
theatre, please contact us!

Cameron Price

CW
CHATTELWORTH    

LIMITED
All general building work plus

Full Decorating Service
Purpose-Made Joinery

Maintenance Free Products
First class service at competitive prices
Call now for a no obligation estimate

Local Authority Approved

95a Queens Road, High Wycombe, Bucks  
HP13 6AH

Tel/fax 01494 461544 

OSTEOPATHIC CLINIC 
Michael Thornton ND, DO 
is back in Flackwell Heath

Treatment for pain in the back, 
neck, shoulders, knees and hips 
Sports injuries and headaches

25 Heath End Road 
01494 433072 or 07799713117



Ten times a year, the Grapevine plops 
through subscribers’ letterboxes.  Do 
you realise the scale of the operation that 
makes that possible?  At the beginning 
of each month (except January and 
September) Spot On Printers deliver 
1300 copies of the next issue to Pauline 
and Peter Cooper.  The Coopers then 
spend an hour or so counting the copies 
into batches and a couple of hours 
touring the village delivering the correct 
bundle to each Road Rep.  

There are around 60 of these volunteer 
deliverers, who each take on the job of 
distributing The Grapevine in their local 
area, ideally in the road where they live. 
They may deliver to anything between 
10 and about 50 houses; in some roads 
to almost every house, in some rather 
more sparsely.  Road Reps also try to 
recruit more subscribers in their area.

Payment is annually, by subscription, 
which is decided by the Community 
Association, publisher of The Grapevine.  
The price will remain unchanged, for 
the fourth year running, for the year 

beginning March 
2011.  In February 
and March notice 
is included in each 
copy, giving the cost 
for the next year 
and the name and 
contact details of 
your Road Rep.  He 
or she will collect the 
money from you, and 
forward it to Irene 
Walker, the Road 
Rep Co-ordinator 
and Subscriptions 
Manager, from 
where it goes to 
FH Community 
Association Funds. 
Profits remain with 
the Community 
Association, which 
benefits considerably 
from the subscriptions 
and advertisements 
and uses the 
money to keep the 
Community Centre 
in good shape.

The Association would like to thank all 
the Road Reps for their steady support; 
without them, the Grapevine could not 
happen, and Flackwell would be the 
poorer.  In December, the Association 
hosted a tea party in their honour where 
they were entertained by Maureen 
Foster.

If you'd like to know more about what's 
happening in Flackwell and the people 
who live here, and don't already take the 
Grapevine, contact Irene Walker 01628 
529710.  The price is £4.50 or £3.50 for 
households with someone of 60 years 
or over.  Copies can be posted to out-
of-area subscribers for an additional 
payment.  Occasional or additional 
copies can be bought in local shops.

Sue Arnautov

Grapev ine 
delivery

Above: Irene Walker. Left: Pauline and Peter 
Cooper. Photos: Sue Arnautov
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Amy Gray
Mobile Hairdresser

In the comfort of your own home 
7 years experience 

07733 427928 
amylgray@hotmail.co.uk


