
Cherrymead Surgery has held large scale 
flu vaccination clinics at Flackwell Heath 
for many years.  We were delighted to 
see how many people had responded 
to our invitation for flu vaccinations this 
year, but offer our sincere apologies for 
the discomfort endured during the clinic 
held on October 21.

The number of people requiring flu 
vaccination has increased substantially 
in the last three years.  There are now not 
enough seats within the waiting room 
for the number of patients, ventilation is 
of a poor standard, and both entry and 
exit from the building are compromised 
when the waiting room is overcrowded.  
Although there is a door out to the car 
port, this is not safely negotiable by 
people who have difficulty walking or 
must use a walking aid.  Car parking has 
always been severely  limited on site.

Even with pre-booked appointments 
and an additional member of staff, the 
number of people in the building during 
a flu vaccination clinic would be far in 
excess of the original number planned 
for when the building was first erected.  
We are not able to hold a large scale 
clinic offsite as we would need access 
to a very large number of patient records 
for which use of our computerised 
clinical records is essential. 

In acknowledgement of our patients’ 
concerns about comfort and safety, we 
have taken the decision to hold all flu 

clinics in future at our Loudwater branch.  
There are many more parking spaces 
available, disabled access and also 
considerably more seating in a larger 
and better ventilated waiting room.  We 
are also able to maximise the number 
of staff available to immunise patients, 
which will lead to much shorter waiting 
times.

We have a register of housebound and 
vulnerable patients and are able to make 
individual arrangements for them to 
receive their vaccinations, regardless of 
where they live within our practice area.  
Our Loudwater and Wycombe patients 
who have no means of transport at all to 
surgery are also accommodated on an 
individual basis and we intend to extend 
the same service next year to Flackwell 
Heath residents who have no transport 
at all to attend flu clinics in Loudwater. 

The Partners are currently tenants of 
private landlords who own the Flackwell 
Heath premises.  The lease on the 
building expires next summer and we 
have been assessing the suitability of the 
building for providing services which 
meet NHS and other statutory standards.  
We will share this information with our 
patients to inform them of any further 
changes which may have to be made 
next year.

Drs King, Fraser and Elias 
Cherrymead Surgery 

FHRA  
'Lighting the Christmas tree'
Join us on Saturday 3 December for the 
Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony on 
the Green.  4.45 for 5 pm start.  Carols 
around the tree, the West Wycombe 
Brass Band & refreshments afterwards 
in the Community Centre.
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Cherrymead Surgery  
Flackwell Heath Flu Vaccination Clinics

PCT response
I asked the Primary Care Trust (PCT) 
for comment, in particular:

“Would the PCT be involved in any 
decision to close this surgery?

“Would the PCT be involved in 
any discussions about alternative 
premises?

“Would there be any public 
consultation?”

Here is their reply:
“I have been asked to contact you by 

our Patient Experience Team regarding 
the branch practice of Cherrymead 
Surgery.

Cherrymead Surgery are having to 
make some decisions on the best way 
to deliver their services, and are not yet 
in a position to discuss this.  As soon as 
they reach the stage of identifying initial 
plans the practice, supported by the 
PCT, will be happy to share these with 
you.  At the moment there is nothing to 
share.  Be assured that the practice will 
be engaging with their patients over 
any future developments.”

Carols from 
around the World
The Heath Singers’ popular Christmas 
Concerts will be taking place at 
Christ Church on Thursday 15 and 
Friday 16 December at 8pm.  Tickets 
£8, which include a mince pie and 
festive drink, are obtainable from 
Joan McNamara on 01628 526111
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Everyday low prices 
on beers, wines and spirits

•
DVD movie rentals

New DVD repair service.  
Repair scratches on DVD and CD discs  

including video games.  
Successfully repair Xbox 360 laser burns.  

£3 per disc repair, bulk discounts available. 
Quality beers wines and spirits -

   with 10% off wines

Express Videos & Off License
 3 Straight Bit  

9am - 11pm 
every day

01628 298224



We are pleased to report that 
preparations for celebrating the Queen’s 
Diamond Jubilee are progressing.  On 
17 November, we presented our plan 
to rejuvenate and enhance School 
Green, the main green in the centre of 
the village, to the Chepping Wycombe 
Parish Council Amenity Land Committee.  
We explained that at present this area 
needs attention as many of the plants 
are past their best and in some areas, 
particularly in front of the re-cycling 
bins, weeds have completely taken 
over.  We presented two designs to the 
committee for their consideration, both 
retaining the trees already on the green.  
The members of the committee listened 
intently to our presentation and asked 
a number of relevant questions before 
choosing the design they preferred and 
agreeing unanimously that we could 
proceed with the project.  We now 
look forward to working with Chepping 
Wycombe Parish Council personnel 
on this project.  A number of local 
businesses have encouraged us in this 
venture by responding with substantial 
pledges to sponsor this project and our 
grateful thanks go to them.  We would 
be delighted to accept any further 
pledges to sponsor shrubs, plants and 
even sleepers and/or any offers of 

gardening skills/help from any business 
or individual/family.  Please contact us, 
details below.  

You will probably have noticed the 
building works on the Amersham & 
Wycombe College site.  At present two 
new blocks have been completed, and 
shortly the next phase will commence 
with the demolition of the tower block.  
We understand a number of courses 
with January starts are being offered and 
enquiries will be welcomed.

We are continuing to work with Daws 
Hill Residents’ Association and the 
WDC Reference Group regarding the 
development of the RAF Daws Hill site 
by Taylor Wimpy and are monitoring the 
situation very closely.  

Taylor Wimpy are holding a public 
exhibition to discuss the redevelopment 
of the site on Thursday 1 December from 
2pm - 8pm and Saturday 3 December 
from 10am -5pm, when members of their 
project team will be available to listen 
to your views and answer questions.  
They say ”Please note that there will be 
no schemes presented at the exhibition 
rather we are looking for views and 
feedback on the constraints which will 
inform development of this site.  We 
will review all comments from this 
exhibition and present our proposals at 
another exhibition in Spring 2012.  The 
planning application will be submitted 
in Autumn 2012.”  

This is an open meeting on the site so 
we would urge you to attend and make 
your views known.  We will of course 
keep you updated as this development 
will undoubtedly affect the present 
infrastructure and place further strains 
on it. 

Carolyn Leonard 
Chair of FHRA Planning & Environment 
Group    01628526512 
fhra-planning-environment@
flackwellheath.net

The planning for the Queen’s Diamond 
Jubilee began with a vision and now we 
are concentrating on making the vision 
happen.  How do we make the best 
use of the excellent facilities we have; 
are we giving everyone the opportunity 
to join in and enjoy this community 
event? 

Some people thought that last month’s 
report on the plans for the Jubilee 
celebrations sounded as though it 
would be a “do-it-yourself celebration”.  
We want all THE village’s excellent 
facilities, the shops and pubs, the 
organisations, the talents and skills 
available in Flackwell Heath to join 
together in celebrating the Diamond 
Jubilee.  In this respect it WILL be a 
DIY event.  Although there will also be 
contributions from outside the village.

The role of the Jubilee Group is to be 
organiser and facilitator.  We will try to 
ensure that for the three main days of 
the celebrations events are well placed 
in the schedule, well publicised and 
well attended. 

Buckingham Palace has announced that 
the Big Jubilee Lunch on Sunday 3 June 
will be part of the main programme of 
events for the Diamond Jubilee.  Ann 
Cameron, who enjoys Street Parties, will 
be available to share her experience 
once Christmas and the New Year are 
out of the way. 

Also in early 2012 you may find you 
have some Christmas gifts you would 
rather not have and also some surplus 
bottles.  We will gladly take them off 
your hands for the Grand Diamond 
Jubilee Tombola.

In the next six months you will hear how 
events are coming together.  But if, in 
the meantime, you would like to come 
along to our planning meetings or you 
have an idea you would like to suggest, 
please contact Chloe Barrow on 01628 
526547 or chloeandrewsjones@gmail.
com 

FLACKWELL HEATH Residents’ Association  
PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT GROUP
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Mart in
V e h i c l e  s e r V i c i n g 

A d a m s
• General car repairs and maintenance

• Free courtesy car available
• Tyres, exhausts and batteries supplied and fitted

• Latest diagnostic equipment for all makes of vehicle
• Air conditioning service available 

01628 850000
email: info@mavs.co.uk 

Alexander House, Wessex Industrial Estate, Bourne End, Bucks, SL8 5DT Mart in
V e h i c l e  s e r V i c i n g 

A d a m s

Your LocaL MoT speciaLisT 
A friendly family run business with 30 years experience

Servicing all cars, new and old 
also light commercial vehicles.

Aerobics and Yoga with 
Caroline

Wednesdays at Carrington Junior 
Aerobics 7 – 8 pm 

Fitness Yoga 8 – 9 pm

01628 826544 or 07989 328573 
www.aerobicise.co.uk



Celebrate Christmas at Christ Church

Christmas is a great time of 
celebration… why not plan to include 
a visit to your Parish Church to 
remember the birth of Jesus Christ, the 
reason for the season!

Visit www.ccfh.org.uk or phone 
01628 533004 for further information 
on our regular services and all that is 
happening at your Parish Church this 
December and January.

SUNDAY 4 DECEMBER 
8.30am: Holy Communion 
“Emmanuel – God with us”

10.00am: Toy and Gift Family Service 
Christmas gifts of new toys and 
toiletries may be given for distribution 
through London City Mission

6.30pm: Holy Communion with 
Prayer for Healing

SUNDAY 11 DECEMBER 
10.00am: Nativity Service - “How 
God made the First Christmas” 
A Nativity Service for all the family, 
with mince pies and refreshments 
served afterwards.

6.30pm: An Evening Celebration of 
Christmas

SUNDAY 18 DECEMBER 
8.30am: Holy Communion “Unto us 
a Child is born”

10.00am: Family Holy Communion - 
“The Jesse Tree” 
The Jesse Tree is a cross between an 
Advent Calendar and a Christmas 
Tree, where symbols from Old and 
New Testaments retell the events of 
God’s Big Story leading up to Jesus’ 
birth - suitable for all the family.

6.30pm: Carols by Candlelight – a 
traditional Service of Lessons and 
Carols, with refreshments served 
afterwards.

CHRISTMAS EVE – SATURDAY 24 
DECEMBER 
4.00pm: Crib Service – a short service 
especially for younger children, with 
the Christmas story.

11.15pm: Traditional Midnight Holy 
Communion

CHRISTMAS DAY – SUNDAY 25 
DECEMBER 
10.00am: A short Family Celebration 
of Holy Communion for Christmas 
Morning

(No Evening Service)

EPIPHANY - SUNDAY 1 JANUARY 
2012 
8.30am: Holy Communion for 
Epiphany

10.00am: Epiphany Family Service 
“Meeting the Three Kings” (No 
Evening Service)

New Year resolutions... Must discover 
what Christian faith is all about... Must 
get my finances under control... Must 
get some creative ideas on parenting.  
Good news! Coming in the New Year... 
the ALPHA Course – a fantastic way to 
explore the Christian faith for yourself 
in the company of others.  CAP Money 
Management – a short course to help 
you get to grip with your finances.  
Positive Parenting – helping you to 
help your kids.  Watch out for further 
details.

Methodists
Toys & Gifts Sunday Live! Service - 
Sunday 11 December at 11am, led 
by our Minister, Rev. David Miller.  
An opportunity to receive gifts to be 
taken to Women’s Aid to be used by 
the families there, and also money 
gifts for the work of the Wycombe 
Night Shelter from December to 
March.   This service will be followed 
by bacon butties and coffees.

Carols with Candlelight Service - 
Sunday 18 December at 4.30pm,led 
by our Minister Rev. David Miller - 
this will be followed by mince pies 
and coffees.

Christmas Morning All Age Service 
10.30am - led by Mary Blow

We ask children to bring a present 
that they have received to show to 
everyone.

New Year’s Eve Prayer Time - from 
10pm till Midnight.  Please join us to 
pray the New Year in together. 

Sunday Live! for January - Sunday 8 
January 2012 at 11am, led by Beryl 
Taylor,  followed by bacon butties 
and coffees

January 15 2012 - Our annual 
Covenant Service at 3pm,led by our 
Minister, Rev. David Miller - followed 
by a Shared Tea.

Christians against Poverty Service - 
Sunday 22 January 2012 at 11am, 
led by Richard and Gill Alexander.  
An opportunity to learn how the 
CAP Money courses help people to 
manage their money.

We welcome everyone to all of 
these special Christmas and New 
Year Services, as well as all of our 
Sunday services during December 
and January at 11am and 6.30pm.

If any further information is needed, 
please contact Shirley Wallis - 01628 
523022.

Bourne End Town  
Twinning Association

Barn Dance 
With caller Ivan Aitken

Flackwell Heath  
Community Centre

28 January at 7.30p.m. 
Tickets £10 available from  

David Langford on  
01628 520065. 

There will be a hot supper 
and licensed bar.   
All welcome.
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DON THE HANDYMAN
 QUALIFIED PLUMBER AND TRADESMAN 

LOCAL AND RELIABLE SERVICE 

• General property maintenance, 

including the little things that 

need fixing

• Bathroom refurbishments a 

speciality

• Your DIY problems solved!

Please call to see how I can help

07957 490142
www.donthehandyman.co.uk

OSTEOPATHIC CLINIC 
Michael Thornton ND, DO

Treatment for pain in the back, 
neck, shoulders, knees and hips 
Sports injuries and headaches

25 Heath End Road 
01494 433072 or 07799713117



Neighbourhood 
Watch News
Area Meeting, 7 
November

Forty NHWatch co-ordinators, 
deputies, Ringmaster recipients, 
guests and speakers assembled at Christ 
Church on  November 7, supporting 
the first Area meeting to be held in 
Flackwell Heath for a number of years.  
The meeting reviewed the status of 
NHWatch in the village and in the wider 
Wycombe area, reviewed the recent 
changes to Ringmaster messaging, and 
introduced our local police officers to 
the audience.  Judged by the feedback 
received, the meeting was very 
successful, and there is encouragement 
to hold similar meetings every 9 – 12 
months (one respondent suggested 
every 2 months whilst another every 3 
years!!).  During the refreshment break, 
there was much animated conversation 
alongside examination of the wide 
range of supporting information and 
security products.  Even the quality of 
the biscuits was praised.

Community Speedwatch (CSW)
Although this issue is primarily being 
dealt with by the Neighbourhood 
Action Group (NAG), many of you 
will no doubt have read the reports 

in the local press regarding 
the outcome of a CSW 
operation held on Straight 
Bit in late October.  As a 
consequence, warning letters 

were sent to 80 drivers who 
were recorded exceeding the 

30mph speed limit.  Speeding and 
Road Safety is one of the two key issues 
being addressed by the NAG, but the 
success or otherwise of CSW activities 
does largely depend on the support of 
YOU – the affected community!  

New Scheme started
A successful start-up meeting was 
held for residents of Bracken Way in 
late October, and the scheme is now 
up-and-running.  It complements the 
established schemes on Northern 
Woods and Green Dragon Lane.

Community Messaging/Ringmaster
Those of you who subscribe to 
‘Community Messaging’ or receive 
‘Ringmaster’ messages via NHWatch, 
will be aware of recent changes made 
to the content of these messages, which 
no longer contain information about 
‘local’ crime.  If you miss receiving this 
information, CI Colin Seaton has asked 
that you tell him so.

Christmas & New Year
As we approach the festive season, it is 
appropriate to remind everyone about 

security of our homes.  Sadly, Christmas 
can be a time of easy pickings for the 
opportunist thief who spots Christmas 
presents in a parked car, or around a 
tree proudly displayed by the front 
window.  Don’t make life easy for 
them.  If you are out shopping, put all 
your purchases out of sight in the boot 
of the car.  If you are out of the house 
in the evening, draw the curtains, and 
leave a light and a radio on to make 
the house appear occupied.  Make a 
note of model and serial numbers for 
any expensive gifts you receive and 
consider using a security marking 
system.

Finally, have a safe and very enjoyable 
Christmas. Back in February, so my very 
best wishes to you all for 2012.

For further information about any of 
these topics or about Neighbourhood 
Watch, contact:

David Gresswell – Area Co-ordinator, 
Flackwell Heath  Tel: 525019 
e-mail: flackwell-nhwatch@talktalk.net

Police General & Non-emergency 
number: 101 this has replaced 0845 8 
505 505 

Public Safety Team (Anti-social 
behaviour): 01494 421087

Crimestoppers (Anonymous): 0800 
555 111

Trading Standards (Consumer Direct): 
0845 4 04 05 06
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Amy Gray
Mobile Hairdresser

In the comfort of your own home 
7 years experience 

07733 427928 
amylgray@hotmail.co.uk

Call Stephen  
for all your electrical work:

• Interior & Exterior wiring • 
• Upgrades & repairs • 

• Outside security lights • 
• Emergency service •

01628 850968 
07790 546975

email: stephen.moorhaven@btopenworld.com
member of Elecsa • CRB checked

Diary of Events
December

Saturday 3  FHRA Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony on the Green.  
4.45 for 5pm start.  Carols around the tree & refreshments 
afterwards in the Community Centre.

Saturday 3  Flackwell Heath FC First Team vs Kidlington at Wilks Park, 
KO 3pm

Wednesday 7 Pamper Evening in aid of Cancer Research at Flackwell 
campus of  Amersham & Wycombe College, 6- 8pm.  Mini-
treatments, stalls, refreshments.

Thursday 15 
&Friday 16

Heath Singers’ concerts.  Christ Church, 8pm.  Tickets £8 
from 01628 526111

Saturday 17 Football: Flackwell Heath FC First Team vs Reading Town at 
Wilks Park, KO 3pm

Tuesday 27 Flackwell Heath FC First Team vs Holyport at Wilks Park, KO 
1pm

Saturday 31  Flackwell Heath FC First Team vs Thame at Wilks Park, KO 
3pm

January

Saturday 21 FHRA and Bucks Community Impact hold a Village 
Consultation in the Community Centre 10am – 4pm.  Just 
come along.

Saturday 28 Barn Dance arranged by Bourne End Town Twinning 
Association at Flackwell Heath Community Centre at 7.30pm.  
Tickets £10 from 01628 520065.



The 19th Annual Flackwell Heath 
Fireworks and Bonfire Display was again 
a great success both for the residents of 
Flackwell Heath and for the organisers, 
the Flackwell Heath Bonfire Association. 
The Association is made up of volunteers 
from 1st Flackwell Heath Scout Group, 
Carrington Schools Parents’ Association 
and the Friends of Juniper Hill plus a 
small army of volunteers to run the tea 
tent, the beer tent, the barbecue and the 
gate plus safety marshals.  Prior to the 
day, the weather forecast was appalling 
and everyone feared that we would 
have a repeat of 2008 where horizontal 
rain on the night meant abandoning the 
event and refunding tickets.

As we were building the display, we 
could see the rain steadily advance from 
the west.  However, the FH Guardian 
Angels held it at bay and even pushed 
back the clouds to give us a mild evening 
with a pleasant breeze.  At this point, 
decisions are made by the audience to 
venture out or not!

This is where months of planning and 
preparation come together and the 
volunteer team pull out all the stops out 
to serve over 2000 ticket holders plus 
the free entry under 5's with glow lights, 
teas, soups, mulled wine, Rebellion 
Beer, Hot Dogs and sweets in less 
than an hour.  This is a great re-union 
moment for Flackwell as friends bump 
into each other and catch up with lost 
moments and neighbours chat to each 
other sometimes for the first time in a 
year.

The “Best Guy” competition kicked off 
the evening with judging by Miss Fell 
and Mrs McMeekin from Carrington 
Schools, the bonfire was lit and the 
winning Guy, plus the 14 runners-up got 
the same ceremonial burning in front of 

the eager audience.  Who 
said that traditions are 
dying out?  At 7 pm on the 
dot, the countdown for 
the fireworks was called 
by our commentator 
John Dalton and the first 
firework display (not too 
noisy for the little ones) 
started.  This display was 
mainly visual with a lot of 
ground display fireworks 
and a firework Elephant 
that sprayed sparks from 
its trunk.  After 20 minutes, 
the display ended and 
we broke for some more 
refreshments while the 
firework team prepared for 
the second display.  Some 
of the little ones liked the 
lights but still got scared 
by the bangs so their 

parents carted them home, but most of 
the audience stayed.  Twenty minutes 
later and the big second display started 
with some ground fireworks, but mainly 
aerial explosions set off by rockets or 
mortars.  The finale was a crescendo of 
noise and light giving our audience an 
exciting climax to a perfect evening.

Our biggest treat of the evening is to 
stand by the exit gate and watch the faces 
of everyone going home after the show.  
If they look happy, then we have given a 
great evening to Flackwell Heath.  I am 
pleased to say that they did.

In return, our audience have helped to 
increase, by approximately £10,000, the 
financial coffers of the three volunteer 
groups where the profits are used to buy 
equipment and essential materials for 
Flackwell Heath youngsters.

For example, last year, the Scout Group 
bought new tents that the young Scouts 
could put up themselves at camp 
without needing adult help.  The old 
heavy canvas tents are fit for purpose 
but don't teach children basic camping 
skills.  The new ones are superb.

We are extremely grateful for the team 
of volunteers who gave up their time 
to make this year a success and to the 
companies that support us with heavily 
discounted facilities and materials.

Rory Maguire

Flackwell Fireworks!
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Countryside Nurseries 
 - for children not plants!  Did you 
know we have two private day nurseries 
in Flackwell?  Part of a small chain of 
seven nurseries, they have operated 
for over 13 years in premises attached 
to the Carrington Schools.  Tucked 
away behind the Infant School is Little 
Willows, for children from 3 months up 
to 2½ years and by the Junior School 
is Willow Tree Nursery for 2½ – 5 
year olds.  They were both inspected, 
separately, by OFSTED in 2010 and 
were both rated 'Outstanding'.   (If you 
look up their reports, they are glowing).  
The nurseries are open 51 weeks per 
year from 7.45am to 6pm Monday to 
Friday and they take full and part time 
children.  

The Manager of Little Willows is Lisa 
Sagbilge (pronounced Sab-ill-gay), who 
has worked at Little Willows for over 
10 years.  She has a Level 3 Diploma in 
Childhood Education.

The Manager for Willow Tree Nursery 
is Melanie Skipp, who has just gained 
a 1st Class BA Hons Degree in Early 
Childhood Education and Learning and 
now she has her sights set on getting her 
EYPS i.e. Early Years Professional Status.  
Countryside Nurseries encourages all 
their staff to continue with their formal 
childcare education.

At their Open Day recently, all seemed 
very calm and professional.  Both 
nurseries have loads of age appropriate 
toys and equipment, as you would 
expect.  Every child is allotted two key 
carers, so at least one is always there to 
provide continuity.  A lot of attention 
is paid to the transitions from one 
'room' to another or to a new nursery 
or on to school.  Nursery visits by 
potential parents are encouraged during 
working hours, so day-to-day activities 
and conditions can be experienced. 
Childcare costs can be reduced by 
using childcare vouchers, possibly tax 
credits or for older children, there may 
be the free 15 hours per week.   For 
more information you can go to their 
website at www.countrysidenurseries.
co.uk but a personal viewing is strongly 
recommended so that they can see what 
they can offer you and your child.

Sue Arnautov
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PLANS PREPARED & SUBMITTED 
R.M.HILLIER M.R.I.C.S

All types of home extensions, loft 
conversions, conservatories, garages 
and internal structural alterations by 

Chartered Building Surveyor 
For further details contact: 

01628 819335



The Visit to Wasps

On the 9 October 2011 two members of 
staff took a group of us to watch a rugby 
match between London Wasps and 
Bath, at the stadium in High Wycombe.

We had been given tickets by Get 
Covered Insurance who are one of 
Wasps' sponsors.  We arrived at the 
ground early and had our photos taken 
with the team mascot and some team 
members who weren’t playing that day 
before we went to our seats.

The stadium started to fill up and by the 
kick off there was a huge crowd.  Even 
though it was a warm day there were 
hundreds of scarves being worn by fans 
in their team colours.

The atmosphere was great with lots 
of cheering and it was very noisy and 
exciting.  I have never been to a rugby 
match before and I had to try to work out 
the laws as the game was being played!  
It was a tight match between Wasps and 
Bath.  The final score was Wasps 27, 
Bath 24.  We all had a fantastic time 
and I hope to go again one day soon.  I 
would recommend that you go and see 
a match.

By Francesca, Year 5.

Fundraising for the NSPCC Childline.

Well done everyone at Juniper Hill who 
helped to raise a grand total of £2,849.95 
for Childline.  That is more than any 
other single school in Buckinghamshire 
or Oxfordshire!  Mr Stevens from the 
NSPCC was also very impressed with 
our children.  He said “Juniper Hill is a 
lovely place to visit”.

Poppy Day
The usual Remembrance service was 
held on 13 November at the War 
Memorial.  George O'Leary reports that 
the total collected from Flackwell and 
Bourne End was over £10,000.

Harry Merryweather would like to thank 
all the poppy sellers who took over from 
him during his recent illness.  “Very 
Well done.  Thank you all”.

Morning WI

The new President, June Lysaght, 
introduced the other officers for the 
year.

The usual Christmas lunch is being 
replaced this year by a Post-Christmas 
lunch on January 11 at Flackwell 
Heath Golf Club.  This was suggested 
because there are so many events in 
December.

Mrs Barbara Gray gave a talk about her 
experiences as a guest at weddings of 
foreign students who had stayed with 
her while learning English.  It was 
interesting to hear about the different 
customs for wedding celebrations 
in the places she visited: Barcelona, 
Lyons and Marseilles, Lausanne, Japan 
and Columbia.

The next meeting will be on December 
7.  The speaker, Colin Oakes, has 
called his talk 'Santa Speaks' which 

sounds quite mysterious.

Evening WI

We celebrated our birthday with a fish-
and-chip supper, followed by tea and 
cake (made by Barbara, thank you!).  
The Belmont Duo entertained us with 
words, music and a musical quiz.  
At the Group meeting an excellent 
speaker talked about 'High Life at 
Heathrow'.  Seven members had been 
impressed by a visit to Wycombe 
magistrates' court.  A member had 
gone to an excellent photography 
course at Denman College.

Contrary to the Morning WI, we are 
trying a pre-Christmas lunch at the 
end of November this year, instead of 
a meal after Christmas. 

At the December meeting Mrs K 
Paterson will speak on 'Handmade 
Flowers with Christmas in Mind'.  In 
January we will hear about 'Livery 
Companies and their modern function' 
from Air-Vice Marshall G Skinner.  
A tombola of unwanted Christmas 
presents will be held in aid of Iain 
Rennie Hospice at Home.

Jean Worth and Sue Arnautov

Juniper Hill
s c h o o l

Flackwell Heath Women’s Institute
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A1 TAXI SERVICE
Flackwell Heath & surrounding area

01628 851466
HighWycombe & surrounding area

01494 441000
4 - 6 - 8 Seater Vehicles Available

Minimum Fare From £3.50
Airports - Seaports - London Theatres

01628 851466
01494 441000

www.rphtreeservices.co.uk

Your Local Tree Surgeon 
Office:  01628 533355

Mobile: 07748 314950

Email:  info@rphtreeservices.co.uk

4 PAWS
Professional dog grooming 

All breeds catered for 
From clipping to hand stripping

Call Sharon on 01628 532863

www.4pawsonline.co.uk

Flackwell Amblers
The Flackwell Amblers wish you all 
a MERRY CHRISTMAS and a HAPPY 
NEW YEAR

If you would like to join us on 
Wednesday 28 December, The 
Flackwell Amblers will be going for 
a  Local Walk.  We will be meeting 
at Budgen’s car park at 10.00 a.m.  
This walk will last approximately 2 
hours and is undertaken at your own 
risk.  Please wear walking boots or 
strong shoes.  N.B. This walk may be 
subject to change at short notice due 
to prevailing weather conditions.

The next date for your diary is Sunday 
22 January, 2012. 

C.Barker 



.....has completed her first half-term 
there.  I went to see her recently on behalf 
of The Grapevine.  She is a Scot, born 
in Dundee, raised in Galashiels.  Apart 
from a brief love affair with pathology, 
possibly fuelled by a TV series, she's 
always wanted to be a teacher.  'Anne of 
Green Gables' was an early influence!  
At Edinburgh University, she started an 
Economics and Marketing degree, and 
then thought 'Do I really want to do this 
for the rest of my life?', and changed 
to a B.Ed. in Primary Education.  She 
immediately felt she had come home.

Jobs were hard to find when the time 
came, but her first was a large Church 
Primary School in Henley-on-Thames.  
After 2½ years she moved to Aylesbury 
where she worked with Key Stage 2 
children, specialising in Maths and 
assessment.  She was very impressed 
by Bucks CC's support for teachers and 
their professional development, one 
reason she has stayed in our county.  3½ 
years later, she moved to Beechview in 
High Wycombe as Deputy Head.  This 
was a Junior School with about 200 
children, where she took responsibility 
for Maths and Special Needs.  It was 
a rather turbulent 6 years, with a large 
staff turnover and a number of Heads.  

Amanda then decided she was ready to 
try for a Headship herself.  When she 
came for interview, she loved the school 
and the children, and felt it was a place 
where she and the school could flourish 
together.  There are 224 children in the 
school at the moment, plus 8 in the 
Unit.  All Heads these days have to keep 
an eye on their SAT scores, and OFSTED 
ratings.  Amanda approves of a recent 
change to look at trends in SAT results 

over 3 years, which she feels will give 
a truer picture of how things are going.  
Naturally, she has ambitions to improve 
Carrington's ratings, but she doesn't 
seem unduly concentrated on them.  
She is certainly paying attention to other 
issues.  There are already links with the 
community through the churches and 
other groups (recently, the Royal British 
Legion and Ellie Wartew from Christ 
Church), and Amanda hopes to foster 
these.

There's a lot of truth in the old saw 
'What really gets taught is the teacher'.  
If you are thinking about a school for 
your child, I suggest you meet Amanda.  
It will be interesting to see what she 
makes of her first Headship.  We wish 
her well.

Sue Arnautov

Charity Race Night
Flackwell Heath  

Community Centre
Saturday 11th February 2012

Doors Open 6.30 p.m.
First Race 7.15 p.m.
Fully Licensed Bar

Bring your own nibbles 
Tickets £5

All Proceeds towards 
“The Cherry Fayre”

Tickets now on sale from  
Terry Darby

Tel: 01628 523375

Robin your heart
The Robin resides in Britain all year 
round but they seem to get most noticed 
at Christmas.

No one is quite sure why robins are 
associated with this time of year, one 
of the most common beliefs is that it 
is to do with postmen from the 1800’s, 
who wore red coats at Christmas  and 
became known as Robins or Redbreasts.  
Did you know that some people used to 
believe that if someone sent you a card 
with a picture of a robin on it they were 
wishing you bad luck?  This comes from 
the old belief that a robin in the house 
is bad luck.

Interestingly until 1952 the robin was 
officially known as Robin Redbreast.  
There are many religious theories as to 
why the robin has a red breast; one of 
these is that he pulled a thorn from the 
crown of Jesus and the blood stained his 
breast.

Strangely the red breast is not a form of 
love or greeting, but a sign of aggression 
towards other robins, this is possibly 
why the young don’t have it.   Robins 
live on average for only a couple of 
years but one fortunate individual lived 
for 11 years and 5 months.  

In mild winters robins may start to breed 
in January but the normal breeding 
month is March.  The female builds the 
nest by herself, they are generally not 
fussy when it comes to finding a place 
to live and have even been known to 
live in boots or coat pockets so next 
time you go to put your Wellies on, be 
careful! 

Robins love garden work, (well anyway 
they like to watch your labours!) 
appearing when you commence 
digging, they show their appreciation 
by clearing the worms up for you.

They are beautiful birds with an amazing 
song and I think Christmas and Britain 
wouldn’t be the same without them, 
they bring colour to the festive season. 

Robins are very photogenic and love 
posing for the camera.  Photographing 
a robin doesn’t require a sophisticated 
camera, all you need is to go walking.  
There are about 12 million of them 
waiting to pose! 

Gareth Lewis

Photo: Gareth Lewis

Miss Amanda Fell,  
New Head of Carrington Juniors
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The Stag

91 Heath End Road, Flackwell Heath, Bucks, HP10 9ES
Telephone: 01628 521277



Until quite recently, everyone was 
talking about snow as if it were a thing 
of the past. For many years we had little 
more than a light dusting that vanished 
in a day or two and caused little trouble. 
But then everything changed and the 
winter snow returned. Treadaway Hill in 
particular is badly affected by snow, and 
what many villagers regard as a vital 
route to the M40 has been impassable 
on several occasions.  Being north-
facing and tree-lined, in cold weather it 
takes days to clear of its own accord.

So why isn’t Treadaway Hill salted in 
advance of bad weather, and the snow 
cleared? Is the village to be cut off during 
such weather? I spoke with Stuart Young, 
who is the area maintenance engineer 
for the Wycombe area, to see whether 
the council’s plans have changed for 
2011 to include Treadaway Hill in their 
snow clearance.

He told me that Bucks County Council 
have two maps of priority roads, one 
for gritting and one for snow clearance, 
which you can see on the Bucks CC 
website.  These are the roads which 
have priority to keep traffic moving in 
the first instance. Treadaway Hill is on 
the gritting map but it is not a snow 
clearance route.  In choosing the routes 
to be covered, each road is allocated 
points that take into account such things 
as its usage, whether or not it is a bus 
route, and whether there are properties 
along it that could be cut off.  But 
Treadaway Hill doesn’t accumulate a 
high enough score to be included in the 
top priority routes for snow clearance.

However, Stuart Young pointed out 
that the route from Daws Hill Road 
through the village, along Straight Bit 
and down White Pit Lane, is a snow 
route.  So although it is a much longer 
route onto the M40 via Wooburn Green 

and Boundary Road, 
villagers need not be 
cut off.

I have seen a council 
gritter slipping badly 
on Treadaway Hill, 
ending up sideways 
on.  Having been to 
Norway last March, 
and seen traffic 
driving as normal 
on roads with many 
steep hills with 
packed snow, I asked 
whether the gritters 
have winter tyres 
to enable them to 

get up the many steep hills in the area.  
Stuart Young pointed out that for most of 
the time when the gritters are out, they 
are on tarmac and not snow, so it would 
not be feasible to use winter tyres.  The 
gritter that deals with Treadaway Hill is 
a two-wheel drive model as most of the 
roads it covers are in the Marlow area 
and are relatively flat.  There are four-
wheel drive vehicles in the Wycombe 
area’s fleet of seven gritters, but they are 
used in Wycombe with its many steep 
hills.

He also said that salt is not a miracle 
cure for icy roads.  All it can do in heavy 
snow is to loosen the bond between 
snow and road, so that it can be cleared 
more easily.  He claimed that Treadaway 
Hill is salted along with the other roads 
when snow is due, but heavy snow will 
settle regardless, as indeed it does on 
their salt piles at the depot.  The council 
gritters have transponders and you can 
view their locations in real time at http://
www.transportforbucks.net/Winter-
maintenance.aspx

So if the gritters can’t always get out, 
what about a salt bin for Treadaway Hill?  
These are no longer provided as a matter 
of course, though bins once funded will 
be topped up.  But Stuart Young warned 
that six or seven bins would be needed 
along the hill, and that people rarely 
apply salt as it should be done – they 
spread it in a swathe rather than in two 
two-foot wide strips along the road.

So if you need to get to work on snowy 
days, and Treadaway Hill looks dodgy, 
the Council’s answer is to use the snow 
route through the village instead rather 
than get stuck, causing more chaos if 
you have to abandon your car.

Robin Scagell
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More mayhem on Treadaway Hill?
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Ashton Opticians
O P T O M E T R I S T S

1 Acorn House, 12-16 Straight Bit, Flackwell Heath

PRIVATE AND NHS EYE EXAMINATIONS
SPECTACLES  & CONTACT LENSES

Your independent practice in 
Flackwell Heath 

for value, style and personal service 

  
01628 530420

www.ashtonopticians.co.uk

Partners:  Mr. M. W. Ashton BSc.(Hons), MCOptom, 
Mrs R.V. Ashton BSc.(Hons),MCOptom

CW
CHATTELWORTH    

LIMITED
All general building work plus

Full Decorating Service
Purpose-Made Joinery

Maintenance Free Products
First class service at competitive prices
Call now for a no obligation estimate

Local Authority Approved

95a Queens Road, High Wycombe, Bucks  
HP13 6AH

Tel/fax 01494 461544 


