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We have had eight Cherry Fayres in 
modern times and only once has it 
rained – and that was only in the last 
half hour.  This year was extraordinary: 
rain all over the country and the Straight 
Bit Recreation Ground surrounded on all 
sides by lowering clouds.  But it did not 
rain on us.

The Cherry Fayre Committee had to 
make some tough decisions in the week 
before.  They agreed that the procession 
should be cancelled; the Egham Band 
were concerned about their instruments 
getting wet and no one liked the idea of 
children in fancy dress getting soaked  
The people with fairground attractions 
were asked to use the lightest possible 
vehicles to bring their equipment.  But 
considering the amount of rain that 

fell in the week before, 
the surface stood up 
astonishingly well.

Alan Davies, Chairman 
of the Cherry Fayre 
Committee, estimates 
that some 3500 to 4000 
people came along this 
year compared with about 
5000 last year.  That may 
have been influenced by 
the weather, or having 
the Silverstone Grand 
Prix and Murray at 
Wimbledon on TV.  Alan 
told me he was confident 

the accounts will show a profit which 
will be donated to the Flackwell Heath 
Community Library.

Those who stayed at home missed a very 
interesting afternoon.  It seemed to me 
that there were more stalls of interest 
to adults this year.  Certainly Chepping 
Wycombe Parish Council had a busy 
afternoon – see page 7.  If you had time 
you could have bought a car or joined 

the Bowls Club or a number of other 
organisations.

The dog agility demonstration was a 
novelty, and dogs of all sizes, breeds 
and  experience ran round the course, 
through tunnels and over fences.....or 
over to greet a friend in the crowd!

I understand that there were no outright 
winners of the Fancy Dress competitions.  
The judges selected many winners 
including William and Robert Doyle; 
Evie and Claudia Webster; Madeleine 
Gardner, Albie and Rosa Hillson Davis; 
Hollie Owen; Caitlin and Maddie Gee.

Both the girls’ and the boys’ football 
matches were won by the Carrington 
teams.

The tug of war was rather a 
disappointment.  Seven pubs, clubs and 
firms had promised to enter the tug of 
war but come the day The Stag and A1 
Taxis combined to form one team but the 
Richard Darby Shield went to The Green 
Dragon.

A new attraction was conceived, the 
children’s tug of war.  Set up is easy – 
invite children to choose an end of the 
rope; ask big children to drop out; get 
the numbers each end roughly equal 
and you have an event spectators and 
participants thoroughly enjoy.  Estimates 
of the numbers on each side range 
between 25 and 40.

Alan Davies, would like to thank “all 
the people who came out on a day that 
could have been dreadful but turned out 
quite pleasant”.

The Cherry Fayre next year will be on 
Sunday 7 July. A rather worried chap 
from Wimbledon asked me if this is 
going to coincide with some tennis do 
they are holding down there.

Tim Kendell
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Warning!
Treadaway Hill

Watch your Speed
The limit is 30mph, both up and down.  
Between August 2011 and April 2012, 
nearly 1700 motorists were caught 
by speed checks (any fines go to the 
Goverment, not the Police).

OLD NURSERY SITE, 128 HEATH END 
ROAD – The report on this potential 
traveller site in the South Bucks Star (June 
20) was not wholly accurate.  Some of 
you may not have seen our statement to 
members which was also placed on the 
Flackwell Heath website.  Whilst it is 
true the Public Enquiry into the land by 
the RAF base (Naphill) was adjourned 
until September to allow consideration 
as to whether The Old Nursery Site 
might satisfy the needs of this particular 
family, to date WDC have not received 
a full planning application for this site in 
the green belt.

You may wish to look at the latest 
government policy on traveller sites which 
can be found on www.communities.
gov.uk.  We continue to monitor the 
site closely and have noticed on July 10 
WDC placed a Tree Preservation Order 
on the site, protecting 6 individual trees 
and 2 groups of trees.

1-5 COMMON ROAD – PARADE 
OF SHOPS INCLUDING THE POST 
OFFICE – We understand an offer on 
this site is being considered.

CARRINGTON ESTATES – 29.01 acres 
of land is for sale in two lots, one being 
21.79 acres of farmland off Spring Lane 

and the other 7.22 acres of woodland 
next to the Chiltern Way, all the land is 
in the Greenbelt.

FLY-TIPPING – We have noticed 

instances of this by the bottle recycling 
facilities.  First of all a TV set and now 
a toilet!  These items can be disposed 
of free of charge at the High Heavens 
household waste and recycling centre.

INCONSIDERATE PARKING – 
Unfortunately this is still occurring 
within the village and is not just around 
the schools.  It causes problems for 
other road users and the emergency 
services as some of the village roads are 
not particularly wide despite being bus 
routes.  Yesterday the number 35 could 
not pass through Fennels Farm Road and 
had to repeatedly sound its horn until an 
owner appeared to move their car out of 
the way.  This makes it very difficult for 
bus drivers to keep to their schedules so 
please think before you park. 

Carolyn Leonard, Chair of FHRA 
Planning and Environment Group 
01628526512 • fhra-planning-
environment@flackwellheath.net 

FLACKWELL HEATH Residents’ Association  
PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT GROUP

Flackwell Heath Residents Association

Ballroom Dance

Saturday 29th September 2012          7:30pm until 11:30pm
At the Flackwell Heath Community Centre

Admission: £10.00 - includes Supper

Tickets: Telephone 01628 520084
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Methodists
On 3 July our Girls’ Brigade 
celebrated their 25th Anniversary 
with their annual Awards and Display 
Night.  A good number of parents, 
families and friends of the Company 
celebrated with us – sharing some 
lovely memories of Girls’ Brigade 
before we all enjoyed a barbecue 
together despite the rain!!
Taking a break for the school holidays, 
our groups that meet during the week 
will begin again from:
Thursday Fellowship on Thursday 6 
September at 10.00am.
Play & Praise on Friday 7 September 
at 10.00am.
Girls’ Brigade on Tuesday 11 
September at 5.45pm.
P.A.T. Group for Parents, Carers 
and Toddlers on Wednesday 12 
September from 9.00am.
Mid-Week Fellowship Group 
meets at 8.00pm on Wednesday 12 
September.
Continuing throughout the summer:
Sunday Worship Services at 11.00am 
and 6.30pm.
Friday Prayer Time at 7.00pm.
Coffee Mornings on Saturdays from 
10.00am.
Once September comes, we will be 
planning for our Harvest Services 
on 7 October, the Journeys Course 
and appointing our Young Families 
Worker.
All are welcome to any or all of our 
activities and we would love to see 
you.

The Positive 
Parenting Course  

will be running again on six 
Tuesdays starting 18 September, 
9.30 – 11.30, crèche available.  
Total cost £8.  Contact Christ 
Church office, Tel: 533004 
for more details/to book.

Christ Church is running a 
‘Holiday at Home’ week 
for those aged 55+ who 
are unable to get away on 
holiday this summer.  It runs 
from Tuesday 14 to Thursday 16 
August and is full of fun and activities 
and a midday meal.  Places are limited.  
More details from the Church Office.

Blind singer/songwriter Marilyn 
Baker is in concert at Christ Church 
on Thursday 16 August at 2pm.  All 
are welcome.  It is free to get in, with 
expenses covered by donations.

Thinking about Baptism for your 
children... or yourself?  Christ Church 
is hosting an ‘Exploring Baptism’ 
afternoon on Sunday 9 September 
from 3.30pm to 5.00pm.  Come along 
and join other parents and families 
exploring what baptism means.

During the school holidays Sunday 
Services continue as normal.  

Coffee Stop will be open on Wednesday 
mornings only, from 25 July.  Open to 
all from 9.00am to 11.30am at the 
Church Centre in Chapel Road.  From 
Thursday 6 September it will again run 
every weekday morning.

Does God exist?  What 
happens after death?  Never 
really understood the basics 

of the Christian faith?  The 
Alpha Course is designed 

primarily for people who aren't 
churchgoers and open to anyone 
who would like to attend.  It is an 
opportunity to explore the Christian 
faith in a relaxed setting over ten 
thought-provoking weekly sessions.  
It is low-key, friendly and fun – and 
supported by all the main Christian 
denominations.  Christ Church will 
run daytime and evening courses this 
autumn.  Why not come along to a 
free supper evening on Saturday 22 
September where the theme will be 
“Christianity – Boring, Irrelevant and 
Untrue?”  and take this opportunity to 
explore the meaning of life?  Contact 
the Office for details.

Please contact the Church Office in 
Chapel Road for details of regular 
services and further information on any 
of the above: 01628 533004 (9.00am 
– 1.00pm Monday to Friday).

Flackwell Amblers
If you would like to join us on Sunday 
19 August, The Flackwell Amblers 
will be going for a walk at Mill End, 
Hambleden.  We will be meeting 
at Budgen’s car park at 10.00 a.m.  
This walk will last approximately 2 
hours and is undertaken at your own 
risk.  Please wear walking boots or 
strong shoes.  N.B. This walk may 
be subject to change at short notice 
due to prevailing weather conditions.  
(Parking charge may apply).

The next date for your diary is Sunday 
23 September, Bourne End to Marlow, 
River Walk.  (Free parking, return by 
train optional)

C.Barker
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CRAFT FAIR 
Flackwell Heath 

Community Centre, Straight Bit

Saturday, September 15th 
10.30 am – 4.30 pm

All Genuine Crafts – Free Admission 
Refreshments Available

DON THE HANDYMAN
 QUALIFIED PLUMBER AND TRADESMAN 

LOCAL AND RELIABLE SERVICE 

• General property maintenance, 

including the little things that 

need fixing

• Bathroom refurbishments a 

speciality

• Your DIY problems solved!

Please call to see how I can help

07957 490142
www.donthehandyman.co.uk

Aerobics and Body Sculpting 
with Caroline

Wednesdays at Carrington Junior  
7-8pm and Zumba Gold specially for 
older adults and beginners, 8-8.45pm

01628 826544 or 07989 328573 
www.aerobicise.co.uk

BANJOVI 
CONCERT
16 August,  2 – 4pm

Royal British Legion, Flackwell Heath

Tickets £6 from 01628 523946

(proceeds to RBL and IRHH) 

OSTEOPATHIC CLINIC 
Michael Thornton ND, DO

Treatment for pain in the back, 
neck, shoulders, knees and hips 
Sports injuries and headaches

25 Heath End Road 
01494 433072 or 07799713117



Sainsbury's Open New Local at Green Man site
“We anticipate opening the shop in mid August, probably 15th.  Sainsbury’s Locals 
are aimed at people living in the immediate area who want to top up their food 
shopping locally.  They offer a great fresh range, especially fresh fruit and vegetables, 
a small bakery, grocery and convenience goods, including meal options, drinks, 
newspapers and a free cash machine.  The shop will trade daily from 7am-11pm. 

The shop will create in the region of 20 new jobs for the local area and we have a 
local recruitment policy which aims to employ people living locally.”

Sainsbury's spokesman

O p e r a t i o n 
‘Tornado’ – theft 
of metal

R e c e n t l y , 
Police Forces 

in the South East 
introduced a new 

scheme named Operation 
Tornado.  This will make it easier to 
trace any person who sells metal to 
Scrap Metal Merchants and will help 
to remove and prosecute dealers of 
stolen metal.  Crimestoppers will be 
working throughout the year to further 
enhance and support this initiative.

Theft of metal is now one of the fastest 
rising crimes, with costs to the UK 
economy estimated at £770m each 
year.  It affects communities, industry 
and commerce and poses a real and 
significant threat to public safety and 
critical national infrastructure.  It is 
an international problem and whilst 
metal prices remain high and global 
demand continues to rise, this crime 
is big business and an issue that will 
not disappear on its own.

Det. Insp. Ian Wood, the Thames 
Valley Police lead for Operation 
Tornado, remarked: “As a Force we 
are committed to reducing metal 
theft in Thames Valley.  Operation 
Tornado aims to target unscrupulous 
dealers rather than inhibit legitimate 
businesses.  However we still need 
intelligence from the public to tackle 

this crime from all angles and the 
Crimestoppers anonymous service 
provides a valuable tool to enable 
communities to provide information 
safely and free from fear.”

If you see anything suspicious that 
looks like metal theft, ring the police 
on 101 or call Crimestoppers. (see 
below)

Fire Safety

At the recent Area NHWatch 
meeting, Peter Major - Bucks Fire & 
Rescue Service - gave a very useful 
presentation; his key points:
 •  Over the last 20 years there has 

been a significant reduction in the 
number of house fires attributable 
to more safety rules, better 
inspection, better fire retardant 
furnishings and furniture, fewer 
people smoking, etc.

 •  Smoke detectors have made a 
significant contribution to fire 
safety.

 •  Most night-time fires are due to 
electrical faults.  Do not leave 
high power domestic items such as 
washing machines, tumble driers, 
dish washers running when the 
house is unoccupied or at night-
time.  Switch off and unplug small 
appliances such as phone chargers, 
when not in use.

 •  Check the wiring to portable 
electrical items at intervals.  These 

are the ones most at risk due to 
frequent unplugging to move them 
around.

 •  Close doors at night.  The average 
internal door will resist fire for 
about 20 minutes.

 •  Everyone in your house should 
know how to LEAVE the house 
in the event of a fire alarm. Have 
YOU got an ‘Escape Plan’?  Have a 
torch and telephone accessible.

 •  Parking in residential areas is a 
major issue, restricting access for 
fire tenders.

 •  In the event of a fire alarm, Get 
Out, Stay Out and call the Fire 
Brigade.

For further information contact: 
David Gresswell 
Area Co-ordinator, Flackwell Heath 
(Tel: 525019   e-mail: flackwell-
nhwatch@talktalk.net)

Police General & Non-emergency 
number: 101

Public Safety Team (Anti-social 
behaviour): 01494 421087

Crimestoppers (Anonymous):  
0800 555 111

Trading Standards (Consumer 
Direct): 0808 156 2259 (NEW)

Blackpool Illuminations 
 LOUDWATER TRAVEL 

COACH  HOLIDAY all local pick ups

£225 Mon 24- Fri 28 September 2012 
3 Star Hotel central  Winter Garden position

breakfast – evening meal  -  entertainment 
Includes 3 trips  with guides singles available –  

courier throughout 
Call Pauline 01494 533198
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The Stag

91 Heath End Road, Flackwell Heath, Bucks, HP10 9ES
Telephone: 01628 521277

A1 TAXI SERVICE
Flackwell Heath & surrounding area

01628 851466
HighWycombe & surrounding area

01494 441000
4 - 6 - 8 Seater Vehicles Available

Minimum Fare From £3.50
Airports - Seaports - London Theatres

01628 851466
01494 441000



Flackwell Heath Women’s Institute
Morning WI

Members enjoyed a talk by Roger 
Askew about Gilbert and Sullivan.  
It included excerpts from some of 
their best known operas and the 
presentation was excellent.

Members ran a cake stall at the Cherry 
Fayre along with 'Guess the Name 
of the Teddy'.  Dorothy Attwood 
had knitted Teddy dressed as a cook 
complete with chef's hat and apron, 
icing a fairy cake. 

There will be a Group Outing to 
London including a trip on the 
Regent's Canal on 16 October – more 
details in September.

There is no meeting in August.  
Members are going to visit the 

Cotswold Farm Park as seen on TV's 
Countryfile.

The next regular meeting will be 
on Wed. 5 September.  Mrs Janet 
Dineen will talk about High Days and 
Holidays (Autumn).

Evening WI

Keith Jansz told us about 
'The History of Mouth and 
Foot Painting Artists – My 
Career as a Mouth Artist'.  
He was good at art as a child 
but worked in finance until 
an accident in 1995 left him 
in a wheelchair.  Gradually 
he learned to draw and then 
to paint in oils.  He showed 
us some of his work which 
was very impressive.  He 
is a leading member of the 
Mouth and Foot Painting 
Artists co-operative and 
has met many celebrities 
through his work.  Earlier in 
the week he had carried the 
Olympic torch for a stretch 
near Stoke Mandeville.  He 
had bought his torch and 
brought it along to show us.  

On 9 August we will have a Social 
Evening, usual place, usual time.  The 
draw for the Denman bursary, will 
be made; if you are going to be away 
but wish to enter, tell a committee 
member.

The next regular meeting is on 13 
September, when Colin Oakes will 
tell us about 'Dr Johnson's Famous 
Dictionary'.

Jean Worth and Sue Arnautov

Heath Singers 
Concert

After their exertions at the Jubilee 
Music Festival, the Heath Singers were 
back indoors at ChristChurch for their 
summer concert.  The programme was 
wide-ranging, from Little Bo-Peep to 
Panis Angelicus, Elizabethan Serenade 
to Paul Mealor's song for the military 
wives 'Wherever You Are'.  Songs from 
Andrew Lloyd Webber and The Beatles 
brought back memories for many.

The audience had their turn to sing in 
the highly topical 'Our Olympic Song' 
written by Kathy Barrett, where we 
counted down to the opening ceremony 
through 12 walkers waddling, 11 
gymnasts jumping, 10 legs a-leaping.....

Conductor Peggy Woolhouse likes to 
intersperse the choral programme with 
performances from young musicians.  
Jonathon Rose stepped in at the last 
minute on Wednesday and gave an 
inspired performance on the trombone.  
On Thursday his younger brother 
William demonstrated his skill on the 
violin.  Charlotte Grimsey gave solos 
on the harp on Wednesday evening, 
and on Thursday she played duets with 
Aoife Dudley on the oboe – an unusual 
combination that worked well.

Peggy conducted with her usual brio, 
the choir were very responsive – and 
the audience thoroughly enjoyed 
themselves.  If you missed it, watch 
out for the Christmas Concert – always 
popular so booking highly advisable.

Sue Arnautov
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Mart in
V e h i c l e  s e r V i c i n g 

A d a m s
• General car repairs and maintenance

• Free courtesy car available
• Tyres, exhausts and batteries supplied and fitted

• Latest diagnostic equipment for all makes of vehicle
• Air conditioning service available 

01628 850000
email: info@mavs.co.uk 

Alexander House, Wessex Industrial Estate, Bourne End, Bucks, SL8 5DT Mart in
V e h i c l e  s e r V i c i n g 

A d a m s

Your LocaL MoT speciaLisT 
A friendly family run business with 30 years experience

Servicing all cars, new and old 
also light commercial vehicles.

4 PAWS
Professional dog grooming 

All breeds catered for 
From clipping to hand stripping

Call Sharon on 01628 532863

www.4pawsonline.co.uk

www.rphtreeservices.co.uk

Your Local Tree Surgeon 
Office:  01628 533355

Mobile: 07748 314950

Email:  info@rphtreeservices.co.uk

LADY PAINTER & DECORATOR
Painting &

Wallpapering
NO JOB

TOO SMALL

 0771 4420772 / 01494 716441



Tree Of Knowledge – 
Your Local Branch !!

Summer Reading Challenge

The Summer Reading Challenge is an annual 
national project for children.  This year it is 
called Story Lab and runs from July 14 to 
September 8.  To take part, go to the library 

and complete an application form.  You will need to be a 
member of the library service, but you can join on the spot 
as long as a parent or carer is with you.  You will then be 
given a Story Lab board.

For every two books you read you will get a reward of 
stickers to put on your Story Lab board and a gift.  For the 
bronze award (2 books) you will get a key/belt clip; for the 
silver award (4 books) a red, white and blue wristband; and 
for the gold award (6 books) a gold medal and a certificate.

For more information go to www.readingagency.org.uk/
children.

Become a Volunteer or a ‘Friend’ of the Library

Our Community Library is open to all, but we need more 
local Volunteers to help run it.  Also we need continued 
financial support in order to maintain and enhance the 
services provided.  As a Volunteer you automatically qualify 
to become Friend of Flackwell Heath Library, which is a 
Registered Charity.

But you do not need to be a Volunteer to become a ‘Friend’.  
You will support the library just by becoming a ‘Friend’.  The 
benefits of doing so include:

 •  You are entitled to vote at Annual General Meetings

 •  You will qualify to join the Local History Group (LHG)

 •  You will receive discounted priority tickets for Library 
functions, including those organised by the LHG

 •  Friends will receive a regular email Newsletter, advising 
of library news and activities.

The annual ‘friendship’ fee is currently £5 and application 
forms are available at the Library.

Local History Group

The first public meeting of the Group was held at the Library 
on Friday 13 July.  This was attended by about 50 villagers.  
The Chairman introduced the Committee and reviewed 
the progress made so far.  Then Sally Scagell introduced 
her Flackwell Folk website: www.galaxypix.com/Sally/
Flackwellfolk  Here you can add your own reminiscences.  
The more contributions received the more interesting the 
site will become.
Early Days Tudor Workshop

This event for 9 – 10 year olds of the Tudor period 
complements their study at school.  Very much a hands-
on event there will be a Carousel of Activities including 
dressing up, games & looking at the homes and medicines 
of the time.  There is also an opportunity to see and handle a 
selection of replica artefacts and to find out about England’s 
most notorious royal family.  This not to be missed event will 
be in the library on 22 August, 2pm, tickets £2 in advance 
from the library.
The Buckinghamshire Machine Breakers

This talk will be on September 12 at 7.30pm in the Sarney 
Room, Community Centre, Jill Chambers is a national 
authority on the so - called 'Swing Riots' in England.  This 
was a widespread uprising in the 1830's by agricultural and 
other workers, which included the destruction of machines 
that were perceived to be replacing the need for their 
labour.
Jill will be focusing on the riots in Flackwell Heath, Wooburn, 
Loudwater, and High Wycombe.  She has published a number 
of books covering the riots in various counties, including 
Bucks.  Copies of these will be available to purchase. Tickets 
£5 (or ££ for Friends) in advance from the library.

O l y m p i c 
Inspiration! 
On 27 April the children 
and staff of Carrington 

Junior were really excited to meet a real 
Olympic gymnast.  Danny Lawrence 
visited the school through the Sports for 
Schools programme and all children took 
part in gruelling fitness tests, including 
spotty dogs, press ups, knee raises and 
star jumps.  Everyone had to do as 
many as they could of each exercise 
in one minute.  Try for yourself, it’s not 
easy!  Even the staff had a go.  After 
much huffing and puffing a huge total 
in excess of £850 was raised through 
sponsorship and this will go towards 
new sports equipment for the school, as 
well as funding more visits to schools for 
our athletes. 

After the fitness sessions Danny gave a 
talk and demonstration of his amazing 
skills.  It’s not often you have an Olympic 
athlete right in front of you!  He walked 
down the hall on his hands and even did 

press ups in the handstand position.  His 
somersaults were amazing and everyone 
cheered and clapped.  

Part of the Sports for School programme 
aim is to encourage children to take 
up new sports; we hope to see some 
budding gymnasts at Carrington soon. 

Janet Gardener
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Call Stephen  
for all your electrical work:

• Interior & Exterior wiring • 
• Upgrades & repairs • 

• Outside security lights • 
• Emergency service •

01628 850968 
07790 546975

email: stephen.moorhaven@btopenworld.com
member of Elecsa • CRB checked

Joe Griffin
TV AERIAL SERVICES

Call Marlow 01628 439115
A part of

Poor Reception Solved - Aerials repaired & supplied

TVs - Hung on your wall for you.  Also supplied & tuned

Extra TV Points - For aerial and Sky (In HD!)

Sky TV - Also Foreign Language TV

Ashton Opticians
O P T O M E T R I S T S

1 Acorn House, 12-16 Straight Bit, Flackwell Heath

PRIVATE AND NHS EYE EXAMINATIONS
SPECTACLES  & CONTACT LENSES

Your independent practice in 
Flackwell Heath 

for value, style and personal service 

  
01628 530420

www.ashtonopticians.co.uk

Partners:  Mr. M. W. Ashton BSc.(Hons), MCOptom, 
Mrs R.V. Ashton BSc.(Hons),MCOptom
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 3  Remove part of the facility (skate 
park) and leave rest 

 4  Re-locate pieces of the facility after 
consultation

This agenda was available on the CWPC 
website beforehand but at the meeting 
only one member of the public was 
present (ref 8).

When the decision became known, the 
wording above was interpreted by some 
residents as a threat to facilities for all 
children, even the youngest.

CWPC were kind enough to send me a 
copy of the unapproved Minutes of the 
Meeting (ref 8).   The motion actually 
voted on is:

It was RESOLVED that;

The council needed to remove all the 
teenage facilities (skate park, kick-wall, 
basketball hoop and youth shelter) and, 
after consultation, reposition some 
items of the facility either at Straight Bit 
Recreation Ground or elsewhere in the 
parish.  This action would be subject to 
further advice from our insurers so as not 
to prejudice any future claims against 
the council.

CWPC does not record how many votes 
were cast each way, unless a request is 
made at the time.

The first most people knew of this was 
the CWPC press release of 4 July (on 
website, ref 9).  This is too long to give 
here, but it referred to “existing teenage 
facilities”....”which comprises two 
skateboard ramps, a grind rail, football 
goal mouth, shelter and basketball 
hoop”.

This was followed by a clarification on 
10 July (ref 9):

“Straight Bit Recreation Ground

The Parish Council would like to stress 
that the small children’s playground is 
not part of the discussions at the above 
facility.

With reference to the youth facilities 
(skate park, youth shelter and kick-wall) 
these will be removed, however, the 
parish council is hoping to install some 
temporary BMX facilities in the centre 
of the park  prior to the youth facilities 
being removed.  As the facilities will go 
in soon there will be limited scope for a 
full public consultation.”

Meanwhile, there were reactions:

The FHRA wrote and emailed to its 
members, seeking their views.  FHRA 
also wrote to CWPC pressing for full 

consultation as soon as possible and 
prior to the removal of the facilities.

A petition was initiated by mothers of 
children of primary school age and 
under, led by Natalie Allen.  Their 
children use the 'teenage' facilities too, 
particularly for scooters (and other things 
like balancing on and rolling down).  

Another petition, initiated by Janet 
Chadbone, was raised by families of 
older children.  

There are suggestions about resiting the 
'teenage' facilities towards the centre 
of the field away from all residential 
property.  This might, however, interfere 
with other uses of the field.

CWPC has paid £3000 for advice from 
its usual lawyers .  It does carry legal 
insurance but this might not cover all 
costs.  

Residents are entitled to complain.  
The statement below was given to the 
Grapevine (which does not vouch for 
the statements therein) by a resident 
living close to the Recreation Ground 
who wishes to remain anonymous (ref 
10).

“The skate park was installed by 
FHRA with minimal consultation with 
residents and it is in breach of local 
authority planning guidelines; it does 
not comply with the distance it should 
be from residential property.  WDC have 
measured noise and their report confirms 
that levels are high.  WDC could serve 
a noise abatement notice forcing CWPC 
to remove the facility within 28 days.  
To avoid this, CWPC will relocate 
the facility within a time-scale to suit 
everyone, in line with the guidelines.  
The site can then be improved to cater 
better for BMXers who are the main 
users of it.” 

The WDC noise assessment (ref 11) was 
directed mainly towards the likely effect 
of additional facilities.  Measurements 
in Flackwell were made on 2 dates 
(a Sunday for background, total 53 
minutes, and a Friday, total 55 minutes).  
WHO guideline levels were exceeded 
by screeching voices, which are deemed 
particularly intrusive, especially at 
otherwise quiet times.  

CWPC would not confirm either the 
number of complaints or complainants 
“One is enough”.

The Police have not responded to 
questions from The Grapevine relating 
to ASB.

 

Personal Comment by Editor:

It appears to be common ground that 
installing any additional permanent 
BMX facilities at this site would not be 
appropriate.  There are varying opinions 
on whether removal of the facilities 
would have any effect on levels of ASB.  
Meanwhile, usage may increase, due the 
advent of the summer holidays and the 
feeling of 'use it while we can'.  

Sue Arnautov

Sources:

1. CWPC website – www.cwpc.org.uk 

2. Personal observation by the Editor.

3. Per CWPC; 2001 edition of 'The Six Acre 
Standard' published by the National Playing 
Fields Association.

4. 'Planning and Design for Outdoor Sport 
and Play' published by Fields In Trust (newer 
name of NPFA) in 2008.  

5. Police Newsletter, May 2012

6. PC R Austin to Editor.

7. CWPC Agenda for council on 28 June 2012 
– on website under Meetings/Agenda/28 
June.

8. CWPC unapproved minutes for meeting 
on 28 June, which will be on website after 
approval at next full Council Meeting in 
October.

9. CWPC website under News/Current.

10.	 Given	 to	 Editor,	 who	 confirms	 the	
source.

11. WDC – Control of Pollution Unit 
Flackwell Heath Recreation Ground – 
Proposed BMX Bike Facility Environmental 
Impact Assessment - April 2012.

Rec. Ground continued from page 8.
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Thank you, all those who talked to us.  
Perhaps by the time this Grapevine is 
published there will be some resolution 
of the situation, although it is clear 
that no outcome will satisfy all parties.  
Below is an attempt to provide a basis 
of fact for any ongoing discussion.  Ed.

The Recreation Ground at Straight Bit, 
Flackwell Heath has belonged to the 
Parish Council (CWPC) since 1938.  
Over the years, facilities there have 
varied (in the 1950s there was a cinder 
track for bikes).  A playground for young 
children, upgraded from time to time, 
has been a feature for decades.  In 2000 
Wycombe District Council (WDC) and 
CWPC added a youth shelter (ref 1).  In 
2006, the Flackwell Heath Residents' 
Association (FHRA) raised funds to add 
a kick-wall, basketball hoop, skate-
boarding ramp, grind rail and platform, 
together with the playing surface; these 
were then adopted by CWPC.  Though 
referred to by some as a 'skate park' it is 
a modest facility.  These days, although 
still used by skate-boarders, it is also 
used by children with scooters and BMX 
bikes (ref 2).

Last year the FHRA, responding to 
pleas from older children, developed 
a scheme to enhance the facilities for 
BMX bikes at Straight Bit and began 
discussions.  Nothing was agreed, and 
it was drawn to the Council's attention 
that at its installation the siting of the 
current facility had not complied with 
guidelines issued in 2001 (ref 3).  These 
apparently suggest 'teenage' facilities 
should be at least 30m from the boundary 
of a residential property.  CWPC also say 

that in the 2008 version (ref 4) this has 
been extended to 50m for skate-board 
and BMX facilities although I could only 
find reference to 30m as a minimum, 
though preferably more (sections 6.3.11 
to 6.3.16).

There have been complaints about anti-
social behaviour (ASB, however defined) 
at the Recreation Ground or in the 
adjacent car park, over the years.  Police 
have monitored the situation while on 
patrol and in response to calls, but have 
found no evidence of ASB (ref  5).  (It is 
not the case that in response to a 999 
call Police must arrive with sirens going 
and lights flashing; this applies only 
when there is danger to life or a crime 
in commission, ref 6)  In an attempt to 
reduce the problem, the CWPC installed 
the car park barrier which is locked 
at night (recent notices say 7.30pm in 
summer and 6pm in winter).  However, 
complaints continued and there were 
threats of legal action against the 
Council, on grounds of noise and not 
preventing anti-social behaviour.

The CWPC discussed the matter and the 
Agenda for their Council Meeting on 28 
June, 2012 included (ref 7):

Straight Bit 

The council is asked TO CONSIDER 
AND AGREE one of the options below 
after an escalation in issues at the above 
site.  

 1 Do nothing

 2 Remove all items of youth facilities
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