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OLD NURSERY SITE, 128 HEATH 
END ROAD – We have been advised 
the Co-joined Appeal of the first 
application, 12/06273/FUL, for 
the Nursery Site and that for The 
Hedgerow site in Walters Ash, which 
involves the same applicant, is 
scheduled to commence on Tuesday 
21 May at 10 am.  It will take place 
in the main council chamber in High 
Wycombe and will be open to all 
members of the public.  If you have 
already made a submission to WDC 
this will automatically be passed 
onto the Planning Inspectorate 
by them.  Those of you who have 
made submissions to WDC will be 
informed individually regarding 
the Inquiry nearer the time.  If you 
have not made a submission but 
would like to or if you have any 
further comments, it is not too 
late but you will need to do this 
directly to the Planning Inspectorate 
quoting the reference number APP/
K0425/A/12/2183066.  You can do 
this on-line at www.planningportal.
gov.uk, e-mail to teamp2@pins.gsi.
gov.uk or by post to the Planning 
Inspectorate at Temple Quay House, 
2 The Square, Temple Quay, Bristol, 
BS1 6PN.

RAF DAWS HILL – Late March 
is what we think will be the final 
consultation meeting with the Taylor 
Wimpey Team before their planning 
application is presented to WDC.  
Although we do not know exactly 
what their proposal will be, we feel 
the consultation with them has been 
worthwhile.  You will have seen from 
the last exhibition that the number 
of units is significantly reduced 
from the 550 mooted earlier.  The 
retention of the good quality trees 

has been addressed and there will 
also be further planting.  The last 
exhibition gave a good idea of what 
the house; street and landscaping 
designs are likely to be but clearly 
the final look will not be known until 
the application is presented.  Taylor 
Wimpey have said they hope to 
hold a final exhibition on site when 
the application goes in to help folk 
envisage exactly what is proposed, 
we will publicise this when we 
have details.  Obviously our main 
concern regarding this development 
is the impact it is likely to have on 
Flackwell Heath, particularly with 
regards to traffic issues but until we 
see the final proposals we will be 
unable to assess this.

UNITS 1 – 5 COMMON ROAD 
– This is better known as the 
Post Office Parade of shops.  We 
understand this has a new owner.  A 
planning application combining the 
two units which were the Betting 
Shop and Chinese Takeaway and 
asking for takeaway use has been 
presented to WDC.  As I write, 
this application has not been 
determined. 

GARDENING PROJECTS – If you 
would like to join our Gardening 
Group please contact us we would 
love to have you on board.  

MINUTES SECRETARY – We still 
have a need of a Minutes Secretary, 
if you feel you could help us in this 
way, please contact me.

Carolyn Leonard 
Chair of FHRA Planning and 
Environment Group 
01628 526512 
fhra-planning-environment@
flackwellheath.net

FLACKWELL HEATH RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION  
PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT GROUP
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FHRA 
A Very Positive AGM

Year 2012 was a year of achievement 
and disappointment.  Pam Mannering 
realised very early on that some 
organisation should coordinate the 
celebration of the Diamond Jubilee 
and FHRA was the one to do it.  Most 
local organisations were able to work 
together to make a really enjoyable and 
memorable event.

The renewal of what became the Jubilee 
Garden was led by Liz Johncock and 
Carolyn Leonard as a sub-group of the 
Planning and Environment Group.  The 
Christmas tree in the corner will save 
about £1000 a year on the purchase, 
erection and removal of a temporary 
tree.

The Planning and Environment Group 
is the local source of information on 
planning issues which is in every issue 
of the Grapevine and much respected.

The disappointment of the year was the 
removal of the skate park, basketball 
hoops and even sheltered seating on the 
Straight Bit recreation ground.  However, 
FHRA is delighted to be working with 
Chepping Wycombe Parish Council on 
a new playground project which will 
include a fitness trail funded by a Lottery 
Grant of £5021 awarded to FHRA.

Charles Colton presented accounts 
showing £37,391 in the bank.  It should 
have been a much smaller amount but the 
problems with the Straight Bit Rec. have 
meant a revision of expenditure plans.  
An increase of 40% to 480 had resulted 
from the 
membersh ip 
drive organised 
by Anne 
C a m e r o n .  
The figure 
for this year 
so far looks 
even more 
encouraging.

Pam Mannering had previously 
announced she was standing down 
as Chairman.  There was a delightful 
surprise that her successor, Emma 
Smith, is a young mother who describes 
her day job as “a charity campaigner”.  
Her immediate ambition is to encourage 
younger people to become active in 
local charities – especially the Residents’ 
Association.  There will be an article 
about her in the Grapevine shortly.

Tim Kendell

Ashton Opticians
O P T O M E T R I S T S

1 Acorn House, 12-16 Straight Bit, Flackwell Heath

PRIVATE AND NHS EYE EXAMINATIONS
SPECTACLES  & CONTACT LENSES

Your independent practice in 
Flackwell Heath 

for value, style and personal service 

  
01628 530420

www.ashtonopticians.co.uk

Partners:  Mr. M. W. Ashton BSc.(Hons), MCOptom, 
Mrs R.V. Ashton BSc.(Hons),MCOptom

DON THE HANDYMAN
 QUALIFIED PLUMBER AND TRADESMAN 

LOCAL AND RELIABLE SERVICE 

• General property maintenance, 

including the little things that 

need fixing

• Bathroom refurbishments a 

speciality

• Your DIY problems solved!

Please call to see how I can help

07957 490142
www.donthehandyman.co.uk



Concerned about drug 
and alcohol misuse 
among children today?  
Want to help your 
children make positive 
choices?  Christ Church will 
be hosting a ‘Drug Proofing Your 
Kids’ course very soon for parents 
of children aged 8+.  Register 
your interest now with the Church 
Office and details will be sent to 
you when dates are confirmed.
Our regular Easter Bank Holiday 
Monday Walk, from Christ 
Church to Little Marlow, leaves at 
10.45am, with a sandwich lunch 
(£5) at The King’s Head and then 
a walk back to the village.  Book 
in to guarantee a sandwich!  Why 
not bring along your family and 
friends?
Thinking about having your child 
christened/baptised or baptism for 
yourself?  As a first step why not 
come along to our next ‘Exploring 
Baptism’ event on Sunday 28 
April, (3.30 - 5.00pm) at the Christ 
Church Centre.  Please book with 
the Church Office.
Children’s parties?  Celebrations?  
Dinners?  Business meetings?  
Exhibitions  Training?  Conferences?  
With bright and modern facilities 
the Christ Church Centre can 
accommodate most needs!  We 

have a large main hall 
and two small meeting 
rooms, all with good 
disabled access, and an 

easily accessible, well-
equipped kitchen and toilets.  

We also have a large carpeted 
Upper Room.  Tables and chairs 
are available.  We provide off-
road parking for 27 vehicles, with 
another large car-park within 
three minutes level walk.  Contact 
the Church Office for details.
Planning a Wedding?  There is 
information and other helpful 
advice on getting married in 
Church on the Christ Church 
website.
Coffee Stop is open for everyone 
in Flackwell Heath, and serves 
fantastic fairly-traded tea and 
coffee with daily newspapers, 
providing a friendly place to meet 
old friends and make new ones.  
It runs every weekday morning 
during term-time from 9.00am to 
11.30am and on Wednesday only 
during school holidays.
More details of other events and 
services are available from the 
website (www.ccfh.org.uk) and 
the Church Office in Chapel Road: 
01628 533004 (9.00am – 1.00pm 
Monday to Friday).

Methodists
Sunday Live! on 14 April led 
by Rev. David Miller for young 
families and the young at heart. 
- food served from 10.15am 
and the service beginning at 
11.00am.
The newly-name “TIME OUT 
FOR BUSY MUMS” monthly 
get-together is on Tuesday 
morning 16 April from 9.30am, 
with crèche available for the 
little ones. Contacts: Jill Roth at 
Christ Church or Gill Alexander 
or Shirley Wallis at Methodist 
Church.
Our weekly groups will take 
a break for the Easter school 
holidays, and begin again the 
week beginning 15 April.
Our regular Sunday worship at 
11.00am and 6.30pm, led by 
our own Minister, Rev. David 
Miller and local preachers from 
the High Wycombe Circuit.
For hiring our halls for children’s 
parties - please contact our 
new Bookings co-ordinator on 
07763561145 or via our web-
site http://www.fhmc.org/
For any further information about 
our services and activities please 
contact Mrs Gill Alexander - 
01628 520901 or visit our web-
site.
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Flackwell Amblers
If you would like to join us on 
Sunday 21 April, The Flackwell 
Amblers will be going for a walk 
at Fulmer.  We will be meeting at 
Budgen’s car park at 10.00 a.m.  
This walk will last approximately 2 
hours and is undertaken at your own 
risk.  Please wear walking boots 
or strong shoes.  N.B. This walk 
may be subject to change at short 
notice due to prevailing weather 
conditions.  The next date for your 
diary is Sunday 19 May.

C.Barker

Flackwell Heath 
 Community Association and 

Flackwell Heath 
Day Centre

QUIZ
Quizmaster : Bob Jones

Saturday 13 April 
Community Centre

Ploughman's Supper

Tickets: £10  
from 01628 522751

Call Stephen  
for all your electrical work:

• Interior & Exterior wiring • 
• Upgrades & repairs • 

• Outside security lights • 
• Emergency service •

01628 850968 
07790 546975

email: stephen.moorhaven@btopenworld.com
member of Elecsa • CRB checked

OSTEOPATHIC CLINIC 
Michael Thornton ND, DO

Treatment for pain in the back, 
neck, shoulders, knees and hips 
Sports injuries and headaches

25 Heath End Road 
01494 433072 or 07799713117

www.rphtreeservices.co.uk

Your Local Tree Surgeon 
Office:  01628 533355

Mobile: 07748 314950

Email:  info@rphtreeservices.co.uk
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Reporting 
Fraud and 
Internet Crime
Fraud and Internet Crime 
costs the UK economy an 
estimated £73 billion each year!  
Six years ago, the government 
funded the setting-up of a new co-
ordinating centre for dealing with 
reports of fraud.  Sadly, Action 
Fraud has not yet been effectively 
promoted and is not working as 
well as it was intended.  However, 
should you be the victim of fraud, 
rather than reporting the matter 
to your local police, the current 
advice is to report it to Action 
Fraud - and to your bank or credit 
card company where appropriate.  
(See below for details)
Top Scams
The ‘Little Book of Big Scams’ was 
promoted by a recent TVAlert, and 
can be viewed/downloaded from 
the TVPolice web-site.  There are 
hundreds of ways villains can find 
to part the unsuspecting from their 
hard-earned cash, but here are some 
of their favourite and most lucrative 
scams that you need to be aware of:

1. An Inheritance - a letter or e-mail 
from a foreign bank or legal company 
saying that someone with the same 
surname as you, possibly a long-
lost relative, has died leaving you a 
fortune.  A small fee or tax will be 
required to secure your inheritance 
– but of course, it does not exist, and 
you’ll not see the fee again.  You’ll 
not see anything left in your bank 
account either if you give them the 
details!

2. A variation on the above, again 
from abroad, asks if you would help 
transfer a large amount of money 
from the foreign country into your 
account in the UK before transferring 
it on to its rightful owner, and in 
return you’ll get a large reward.  If 
you do agree and give them your 

bank account details, they’ll 
simply empty it instead 
of filling it with a fortune.  
The term ‘Money Mule’ is 

often used to describe the 
situation when someone, 

often a student, is asked to 
transfer money via their own account.  
This is generally a form of money 
laundering, and could result in the 
vulnerable person being barred from 
holding a bank account, with serious 
consequences in the future.

3. Investment opportunities in land, 
wine, or shares might be portrayed as 
a guaranteed, risk-free way to earn 
a fantastic return on your money – 
but these ‘deals’ are overpriced or 
non-existent, and as they are usually 
run from abroad, you’ll have no help 
from the Financial Services Authority 
when your money disappears with 
nothing to show.

4. Lottery and prize draw wins are 
always suspicious if a) you haven’t 
entered one and b) are asked for 
an administration fee before you 
get your winnings.  You will not 
win anything, just lose your money, 
plus the fraudsters will know you 
are a soft touch and sell your name 
and address onto other fraudsters 
who will bombard you with similar 
scams.

For further information on this topic 
or about Neighbourhood Watch, 
contact:

David Gresswell 
Area Co-ordinator, Flackwell Heath 
Tel: 525019   e-mail: flackwell-
nhwatch@talktalk.net

ACTION FRAUD: 0300 123 2040 
www.actionfraud.police.uk

Police General & Non-emergency 
number: 101

Public Safety Team Anti-social 
behaviour: 01494 421087

Crimestoppers (Anonymous):  
0800 555 111

Trading Standards (Consumer 
Direct): 0845 4 04 05 06

Zumba classes available in your local area.
For more information please contact 

Mareda

Tel No: 07773 005350
E:zumbawithmareda@msn.com

Iain Rennie Shop 
Celebrates....

The new shop, Iain Rennie's 20th, 
opened on 1 March.  IRHH Chief 
Executive Jenny Provin was there, 
along with Stephen Spiro, their 
new Chairman.  Lesley Blencowe, 
Head of Retailing, told me they 
made £1.8 million overall from their 
sales in the latest financial year.  
The old shop will become their first 
'homeware store' when it re-opens 
shortly.  A large crowd came to see 
the new premises and snap up some 
bargains.  The space is much bigger 
and brighter, with dedicated areas 
for children's goods and books, 
and a much better storeroom.  The 
volunteers love it!  Ann Rarity, who 
will manage both shops, would 
love to hear from you if you would 
like to work in a happy shop for a 
worthwhile cause. 

Sue Arnautov

Hundreds of DVDs now only £1 per night 
So why not treat yourself to a bottle of wine, a 

good DVD and a quiet night in?
• 

Quality beers wines and spirits with 
10% off most wines and the cheapest 

cigarettes in Flackwell Heath
Tobacco, newspapers, sweets, snacks,

  Paypoint – pay bills and mobile top ups

Express Videos & Off License
 3 Straight Bit  

9am - 11pm 
every day

01628 298224

Joe Griffin
TV AERIAL SERVICES

Call Marlow 01628 439115
A part of

Poor Reception Solved - Aerials repaired & supplied

TVs - Hung on your wall for you.  Also supplied & tuned

Extra TV Points - For aerial and Sky (In HD!)

Sky TV - Also Foreign Language TV



5

COMMUNITY 
LIBRARY
Some 30 young visitors to 
the Library were treated to 
a visit from the Wycombe 
Museum Learning Team 

during February half term.  The 
children were able to handle some 
old toys from the Museum collection 
and also play with replica toys from 
times gone by.  Further fun was had 
making cup and ball toys and optical 
illusion thaumatropes to take home.

Did you know….besides loaning 
books your library also sells excellent 
books surplus to requirements, at 
absolutely give-away prices.

Did you know….the Library is 
celebrating its First Birthday this 
month as a Community Library.  Do 
call in to see us and pick up our 
bookmark gift for you.

As part of the first anniversary 
celebrations two events have been 
organised:

Wednesday 17 April, 7.30 pm - Silt 
Road, the story of a Lost River – 
further details below. Friday 19 April, 
8.00 – 10.30 pm - A musical evening 
with local resident John Dunsterville, 
supported by Phil Berry on double 

bass.  John tells the story through 
songs and anecdotes of his fifty 
years as a guitarist and entertainer, a 
rock’n’roll life style.  Expect to hear 
songs from your youth, old and new, 
with some hilarious stories of life on 
the road !

Both events will include refreshments 
and entrance is by ticket only.  These 
may be purchased from the library for 
£5, or £3 for members of the Friends 
of the Library.

In response to demand from village 
residents a three-week course entitled 
‘Learn To Take Better Pictures’ will be 
held in the library on May 11/18/25 
from 2.00 to 4.00 pm.  Whatever your 
skill level, no matter what camera you 
use, you will:

•  Learn about your digital or film 
camera and its controls.

•  Take better pictures & learn what 
works for you and adds impact.

•  Understand the role of the 
computer in making images. 

The course costs £15, or £9 for Friends 
of the Library, and applications should 
be made at the library.  For further 
information contact Dave Trotter 
Tel. 01628 524332 or e-mail: dave-
trotter@tiscali.co.uk.

Flackwell Heath & Loudwater 
Local History Group

The Library was buzzing on 4 March 
as the Local History Group held a 
Drop-In Evening.  Following some 
very enthusiastic reviews by the 
Leaders of our six areas of research 
members were invited to join in the 
discussions of their chosen area of 
interest.  It was encouraging to have 
so much information coming from 
people’s stories and photos and with 
a willingness to continue digging 
deeper.  There are so many people with 
knowledge and information. We hope 
they will continue to come and join 
us.

Dates for your diary

Silt Road, The story of a Lost River, 
Wednesday 17 April, 7.30 pm

Come and hear Charles Rangeley-
Wilson reading extracts from his book 
that tells of the river’s impact along 
its valley and stories of a Jacobean 
maverick, a Sanitary Inspector planning 
social emancipation, chairmakers dying 
of fever, rioting millers, an aristocrat 
with a penchant for naked women and 
men who dream of fish.

National Mills Weekend, Saturday 
& Sunday May 11 and 12, see May’s 
edition for details of walks in the Wye 
valley. 

Local Lace Making, Monday 13 May, 
7.30pm. Demonstrations, history and 
more.  Look out for more information 
in the next issue.

Plaque Cheque
David Johncock has given 
his WDC (Wycombe District 
Council) Ward Budget for this 
year to the Flackwell Heath 
Community Association.  It is to 
go towards the mounting of the 
original school plaque on the 
wall of the Community Centre.  
The Infant School was founded in 
1892 on the site of the Centre.

Chris Cramer, Chairman FHCA, 
and David Johncock

Mart in
V e h i c l e  s e r V i c i n g 

A d a m s
• General car repairs and maintenance

• Free courtesy car available
• Tyres, exhausts and batteries supplied and fitted

• Latest diagnostic equipment for all makes of vehicle
• Air conditioning service available 

01628 850000
email: info@mavs.co.uk 

Alexander House, Wessex Industrial Estate, Bourne End, Bucks, SL8 5DT Mart in
V e h i c l e  s e r V i c i n g 

A d a m s

Your LocaL MoT speciaLisT 
A friendly family run business with 30 years experience

Servicing all cars, new and old 
also light commercial vehicles.

LADY PAINTER & DECORATOR
Painting &

Wallpapering
NO JOB

TOO SMALL

 0771 4420772 / 01494 716441
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Morning WI
After the official business was 
concluded members enjoyed a talk 
on Crete by Jean Hall.  This was 
supported by slides of the beautiful 
wild flowers found on the island.   
Several of us were reminded of 
holidays there in the past.

Our next meeting celebrates 21 years 
of our Institute where we will have 
entertainment and a buffet lunch.  
The date of this meeting has been 
moved to WEDNESDAY APRIL 10 
and members are asked to arrive at 
10.15.

Evening WI
Three members much enjoyed a 
recent County WI ‘Invention & 
Discovery’ day with four really good 
speakers: a Professor from Imperial 

on mending hearts with stem cells, 
a Professor from Cambridge on the 
cosmos illustrated with gorgeous 
pictures, a forensic science expert, 
and a man who managed to make 
waste management interesting and 
left at least half the audience wanting 
to tour a waste plant!

At our own monthly meeting an 
excellent speaker spoke on Animals 
of the First World War - including 
such horrors as flies and lice, but also 
pigeons, donkeys, canaries and mice 
(in submarines for sniffing leaks).  Also 
a tortoise, still alive today, brought 
home from Gallipoli as a mascot by 
a soldier.

Next month: ‘Elizabeth & Philip, a 
Royal Marriage’ by a guide at Windsor 
Castle.

Jane Wybrow and Sue Arnautov

Flackwell Heath Women’s Institute

CW
CHATTELWORTH    

LIMITED
All general building work plus

Full Decorating Service
Purpose-Made Joinery

Maintenance Free Products
First class service at competitive prices
Call now for a no obligation estimate

Local Authority Approved

95a Queens Road, High Wycombe, Bucks  
HP13 6AH

Tel/fax 01494 461544 

Goodbye Irene...
After more years than she or anyone 
else can remember, Irene Walker has 
retired as Subscription Manager for 
The Grapevine.  At the Road Reps. 
Tea Party on 3 March, the Chairman 
of the Community Association, 
Chris Cramer, presented Irene with 
our grateful thanks, along with 
flowers and a gift voucher.  She has 
made a huge contribution to the 
success of The Grapevine and life 
in Flackwell.  However, we are not 
really saying ‘Goodbye’ , because 
Irene is continuing to be a Road Rep.  
Chris also thanked Pauline Cooper, 
Grapevine distribution, and Sue 
Arnautov, Editor.

As a ‘Thank You’ to all our Road 
Reps., the Community Association 
Committee invited them to a cream tea 
(with delicious cakes!).  Entertainment 
was provided by Sue Arkle, who 
demonstrated four styles of Spanish 
dance, in different costumes.  Her 
daughter explained the history of 
the dances and her granddaughter 
controlled the music.  Sue is an 
international judge of flamenco so her 
standards are high and her dancing 
was much appreciated.  

A picture quiz of Flackwell with 10 
photographs and matching questions, 
supplied by Tim Kendell, proved 
harder than expected.  Marie Rollison 
won the prize which was, of course, a 
bunch of grapes.

Many thanks to all those involved, 
including Sue Arkle, Tim, Sainsbury’s 
for the gift of the scones, Mike Dewey 
for the loan of the display boards, the 
Evening WI for the loan of the crockery, 
and all those who made cakes!

Sue Arnautov

Irene with Chris Cramer.  Photo: 
James Fanning

Sue Arkle dances Flamenco.  Photo: 
James Fanning

A1 TAXI SERVICE
Flackwell Heath & surrounding area

01628 851466
HighWycombe & surrounding area

01494 441000
4 - 6 - 8 Seater Vehicles Available

Minimum Fare From £3.50
Airports - Seaports - London Theatres

01628 851466
01494 441000



7

4 PAWS
Professional dog grooming 

All breeds catered for 
From clipping to hand stripping

Call Sharon on 01628 532863

www.4pawsonline.co.uk

Carrington hosts 
Zambian visitors
There has been huge excitement in 
Carrington Junior School this week due 
to the visit of students from our link 
school in Zambia.  15 students and 3 
teachers from Libala High School and 
Libala Basic school were sponsored by a 
combination of funds from Wye Valley, 
Carrington Juniors and the Rotary 
Club, to travel to the UK and visit their 
link schools.  Whilst at Carrington the 
students worked in all classes, teaching 
the children about life in Zambia and 
also Zambian games and sports.  On 
Wednesday Dominic and Tom from our 
Rotakids group went with the Zambian 
students to a specially hosted Rotary 
lunch at Burnham Football Club, to 
celebrate the links between the schools 
and the Rotarians.  One of the Zambian 
students, Sean, led musical activities 
throughout the school and children very 
much enjoyed singing and drumming.  
Susan, a primary school teacher from 
Libala Basic school, taught maths, PE 
and Art all with a Zambian twist! 

The school will be keeping in touch 
with the Zambian students when 
they return to their schools via letters 
and email and we look forward to 
welcoming them back to Carrington 
soon.

Jane Gardener 

Drums at Carrington

The Flackwell Heath Cherry Fayre 
Committee will be be running a 'Best 
of British Weekend' at the Community 
Centre on Saturday 20 and Sunday 21 
April 2013 to raise money for the annual 
Cherry Fayre later in the year.

The Best of British Quiz Night will be 
on Saturday 20 April 7p.m. for 7.30p.m.  
With Quiz Master Craig Lewis.  Advance 
tickets only are available from Terry 
Darby (contact details below).  Tickets 
are £10 per person (maximum 8 per 
table) which will include a special 
Ploughman’s Supper.  Bring your own 

drinks and come and enjoy a fun packed 
evening.

On Sunday 21 April the whole centre 
will be filled with 25 craft stalls, Vintage 
Flackwell Heath photographic display 
and Tombola.  Outside there will be a 
Children’s Ride offering FREE rides for 
Children for under 10 years, Punch 
and Judy Shows, Plant Stall, a dancing 
display organised by Anna Rose Dancing 
School at 1.30pm (weather permitting), 
and lots more items of interest.  The 
event will be extensively advertised and 
entry will be FREE OF CHARGE.

All proceeds from the weekend will be 
put towards the annual Flackwell Heath 
Cherry Fayre which will take place on 
Sunday 7th July 2013.

Any enquires for the above events and 
tickets for the Quiz Night from Terry 
Darby  01628 523375 or 07774452242   
flyteent@btinternet.com

Terry Darby

Best of British Weekend

Dates For Your Diary

April

Saturday 13 Quiz at Community Centre, by FHCC and Age Concern 
see ad on page 3

Wednesday 17 LHG Talk at Library: 'Silt Road – The Story of a Lost River', 
7.30pm – see page 5

Wednesday 17 FH Community Assoc. AGM in the Sarney Room, Community 
Centre – see page 1

Friday 19 Musical Evening with John Dunsterville at the Library - see 
page 5

Saturday 20 'Best of British' Quiz at Community Centre run by Cherry 
Fayre Committee.  See page 7

Sunday 21 'Best of British' craft stalls, children's ride, Punch and Judy etc. 
at or outside Community Centre.  See page 7

May

Saturday11 and 
Sunday 12

LHG Walks to mark National Mills Day, more details next 
month.

Monday 13 LHG Workshop at Library on the Local Lace-making Industry, 
7.30pm – see page 5

Saturdays – 11, 
18 and 25

Photography course in the Library, 2 -4pm – see page 5
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I imagine that there are not too many 
people reading this who would love the 
chance to be responsible for a room full 
of up to twenty-four 3 and 4 year olds – 
and do it every day of the school term!

But a visit to Carrington Pre-School 
showed me 24 young children, all 
gainfully employed on a variety of 
activities, and learning through play – 
which is where Pre-School’s emphasis 
lies.  It is housed in a classroom in 
the Carrington Infant School - a light, 
bright, colourful and airy room with 
an outside play area (shared with the 
School’s reception class), an adventure 
playground with safety flooring, a sand 
pit, secure fencing and several sheds full 
of outside toys.  Unfortunately due to the 
weather, these were not in use on the 
morning of my visit, but the classroom 
had plenty of room for all the activities, 
from sand and water play, painting, 
construction toys, lots of opportunity 
for imaginative play and dressing up, 
as well as tables for creative activities.  
They have a number of links with the 
Infant School.

Several of the staff have many years of 
experience working in the Pre-School, 
but there are also newer staff, all of 
whom undergo training.  The outcome 
of the most recent OFSTED inspection 
rated them as good.  Sessions are run 
daily for 3 and 4 year olds and in the 
Spring and Summer terms they also 
provide a Nursery Group for children 
about to move into school.  Each session 
has a timetabled but flexible structure 
that includes activities such as number 
and counting games, letter formation 
and simple writing activities, music and 
stories.

Carrington Pre-School was established 
in 1975, and back then, parents had 
to pay for sessions they wished their 
children to attend.  However, there 
is now Government funding which 
allows children to attend five three-hour 
sessions weekly from the term after a 
child’s third birthday.

There is a committee of volunteer 
parents who fund-raise for the children’s 

benefit, thus providing a wider choice of 
stimulating and fun toys, new outdoor 
play equipment and enabling treats 
such as Christmas parties and summer 
picnics to be paid for.  Parents are always 
welcome to stay with new children until 
they have settled in and all parents are 
asked to take a turn to help at Pre-School 
if possible.

One of the many benefits for children 
attending Pre-School is learning to 
socialise with other children, to learn 
to share, take turns and to cope in new 
surroundings away from their parents, 
all of which helps to give them the skills 
and experiences necessary for settling in 
to school when the time comes.  It was 
lovely to see children co-operating with 
each other, involving each other in their 
imaginative play and playing in small 
groups with no arguing.  Long may it last 
when they enter school and later adult 
life!

Each staff member, although responsible 
for all the children, also has a special 
responsibility as a ‘key worker’ for 
a small group.  This is the adult who 
will particularly help the child adjust 
during early sessions and will liaise 
with parents for the benefit of both 
child and parent.  They will also be the 
person who observes, keeps records 
and monitors the child’s progress.  This 
monitoring mainly takes the form of 
photos taken at regular intervals of the 
children involved in various activities, 
showing their progress, and the final 
photographic record is given to parents 
when the child leaves.  For all those 
who remember asking their children on 
their return from school what they have 
done today and received the answer 
‘Nothing!’, here is the proof that they 
certainly have done plenty of things!

For enquiries about the Pre-School, 
contact Eileen Osborn, the Supervisor, 
on 01628 532811 or look at their web-
site www.carringtonpreschool.co.uk 

Alison Peach

Carrington  
Pre-school


