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Spring finally came to Flackwell – these primroses and violets appeared at the 
boundary of Cherry Corner and the old Straight Bit surgery, where some scrub was 
cut down.

CWPC 
To serve...
It was a pleasant surprise when my 
colleagues elected me to be Chairman 
of the Chepping Wycombe Parish 
Council in 2009.  The role has few 
formal powers, but it is an opportunity 
to implement a vision and lead where 
members point.

My personal objectives were to:

•	 	Cut	costs	and	strengthen	our	finances	
and reserves 

•	 	Improve	the	environment

•	 	Improve	the	standard	of	maintenance	
of our property 

•	 	Take	 forward	 projects	 previously	
agreed but not implemented

We are one of the best and most active 
of parish councils but in spite of all we 
have achieved there is much we could 
yet	 do.	 	 However	 I	 am	 confident	 that	
in the two years that are left to us we 
can complete, or at least have made an 
irrevocable start on, most of our projects 
- in particular the rejuvenation of our 
playgrounds.

Along the way there have been a few 
disappointments	 for	me.	 	 In	 Flackwell	
Heath	the	need	to	remove	the	old	skate	
park	 and	 our	 inability	 to	 as	 yet	 find	
an alternative site; and the council’s 
decision	 not	 to	 purchase	Oakwood	 as	
an amenity wood for our village.  By 
comparison with the other two wards 
we are lamentably poorly off in this 
regard.

When	 I	 was	 first	 elected	 I	 said	 that	 I	
believed that it was healthy to change 
the Chairman of Council periodically.  
Four years seems right: two years on 
the ‘old’ council and two years on the 
‘new’.  

So I will not be standing again for 
Chairman, even if the majority of 
councillors would be happy for me to 
continue to serve.

There comes a time...and I will still be 
on the council for at least the next two 
years.

Jeff Herschel   Chairman of Council 
2009 - 2013

Flackwell Heath 
Community  
Association

Palm Court Revival
Live Music and  

two-course Supper
Bar

Sunday 30 June
7.30pm

Community Centre
Tickets £15  

from 01628 522751

Village Picnic
If	you	had	fun	in	Flackwell	during	
the	Diamond	Jubilee	Weekend,	
why not join other villagers on 
the Recreation Ground, Straight 
Bit on 2 June 12 - 4pm?
It is the day of the National Big Lunch 
and it will be the chance to bring a 
picnic	and	a	seating	blanket,	and	join	in	
fun races for children and adults, watch 
some traditional English dancing or even 
participate, play on the FREE bouncy 
assault course (if you are under14yrs) 
or	bring	your	own	games	like	rounders	
and Frisbee to play.

The Residents’ Association is staging an 
inexpensive fun day out for the village 
to continue the wonderful community 
spirit that was in evidence for the 
Diamond Jubilee.

If	you	don’t	 feel	 like	making	your	own	
picnic,	pick	up	some	food	from	one	of	
our village outlets such as “Cosy” or 
“The Empire of India”.



VILLAGE SPRING CLEAN – We were 
very disappointed at having to cancel 
the Village Spring Clean because of the 
snow.  We will hold this event when 
the weather is  better and will put 
notices up in the village advertising 
the new date.  We reported to WDC 
the	problem	of	overflowing	litter	bins	
apparently not being emptied .......
and were assured this was due to 
problems during the handing over 
of the waste collection contract to 
Serco, the new contractor.  Please let 
us	know	if	any	of	the	problems	persist.		
In response to our plea, another waste 
bin has been placed on the corner of 
Woodlane Close. 

DOG POO – At present there appear 
to	be	a	number	of	folk	in	various	parts	
of	the	village	who	are	picking	up	their	

pets’	poo	 in	black	poo	bags	but	 are	
then leaving them on the pavements 
and other prominent places.  Please, 
either dispose of these responsibly in 
one	of	the	bins	provided	or	take	them	
home to your own bin. 

GARDENING PROJECTS – Please 
contact	 us	 if	 you	would	 like	 to	 join	
the group.

MINUTES SECRETARY – We really 
do need a Minutes Secretary and 
would welcome anyone who feels 
they could help us in this way.

Carolyn Leonard 
Chair of FHRA Planning and 
Environment Group 
01628 526512 
fhra-planning-environment@
flackwellheath.net

FLACKWELL HEATH RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION  
PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT GROUP
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Doctors' Surgery
At	the	FHRA	AGM,	a	questioner	asked	
whether somebody could be persuaded 
to	open	a	doctors'	surgery	in	Flackwell.		
Although Cherrymead closed its 
Flackwell	surgery,	there	is	still	a	surgery	
in	 Flackwell.	 	 Hawthornden,	 which	
is based in Bourne End, has a (rather 
inconspicuous) branch at 47 Straight 
Bit.  It is open Monday afternoon, and 
mornings Tuesday to Friday.  The practice 
is accepting new patients.

Re-routing	a	Flackwell	bus,	so	that	it	no	
longer goes along Kingsmead but along 
Station Road, Loudwater and so nearer 
Cherrymead Surgery as it did in the past, 
is a matter for the County Council; no 
progress is possible there until after the 
County Council elections in May.

Sue Arnautov

Restored Bench
Beside the Community Centre 

entrance is a wooden seat, dedicated 

to Sim Sarney (died 1981).  It had 

been getting very worn and shabby 

but has now been restored, in memory 

of	 Janis	 Coventry.	 	This	 is	 thanks	 to	

the	generosity	and	hard	work	of	her	

family, husband Harry and daughters 

Liz and Sarah.  The Community 

Association is very grateful to them.

Possible TV Interference
Over the coming months (dates 
currently	 unknown),	 the	 mobile	
phone companies will be rolling 
out their 4G service and there is a 
possibility that the 4G transmitters 
may interfere with terrestrial TV 
reception for a number of people 
across the whole country.  This 
applies to Freeview only.  If this 
should happen to you, there is a 
simple-to-fit	technical	cure	(a	filter),	
which will be provided free by the 
phone	companies,	and	fitted	free	for	
those over 75.  There should be more 
detailed announcements in the press 
closer to the time but, in the interim, 
more information can be found at 
https://at800.tv/ and https://sites.
google.com/site/fhdtv4g/ (which is 
written by Malcolm Wiles).
We	 will	 also	 try	 to	 keep	 people	
up-to-date	 via	 the	 Flackwell	Heath	
website.

FHCA AGM
(That's the Community Association 
which runs the Community Centre and 
publishes The Grapevine).  

The Chairman, Chris Cramer, reported 
that the Community Centre is well-
used, by a wide variety of groups, clubs, 
classes and people holding private 
functions.  Participation in the Jubilee 
celebrations had been the high spot of 
the past year.  The fabric is in reasonable 
repair and a plan for maintenance and 
renewal is in place.  New curtains for 
the Sarney Room and renewal of the 
plumbing in the Age Concern Day 
Centre are promised.  Future events 
include a Palm Court Revival Evening 
in June (see page 1) and a Quiz in 
October.  The Grapevine continues to 
flourish.		The	Chairman	and	Committee	
were prepared to continue; some extra 
help has been offered, but more is 
always welcome (email The Grapevine, 
please).	 	 In	particular,	a	new	Bookings	
Secretary is sought – see page 4.

Sue Arnautov

The Stag

91 Heath End Road, Flackwell Heath, Bucks, HP10 9ES
Telephone: 01628 521277

Joe Griffin
TV AERIAL SERVICES

Call Marlow 01628 439115
A part of

Poor Reception Solved - Aerials repaired & supplied

TVs - Hung on your wall for you.  Also supplied & tuned

Extra TV Points - For aerial and Sky (In HD!)

Sky TV - Also Foreign Language TV



Ascension Day: Remember when 
you used to get the day off school 
for Ascension Day?  Sadly this no 
longer happens… but you can still 
remember Ascension Day with 
Holy Communion at 8.00pm on 
Thursday 9 May.  All welcome.

Christian Aid Week 12 – 18 May 
2013:  Christian Aid was the 
churches’ response to the refugee 
crisis in Europe after WWII.  Now 
all	 can	 play	 a	 part	 and	 make	 a	
difference!  Money raised is sent 
through partner organisations that 
are	 best	 placed	 to	 make	 sure	 it	
goes to those who need it most.  
To	 find	 out	 more	 please	 go	 to:	
www.christianaid.org.uk.	 	 Apart	
from the village door-to-door 
collection we are holding two 
fund-raising events:

A Bread & Cheese lunch on 
Tuesday 14 May 12noon – 
1.30pm	 (please	 book	 so	we	 can	
cater properly).

A	Plant	Sale	with	Car	Wash,	Cake	
Stall & Refreshments on Saturday 
18 May 10.00am – 12.30pm.

On Sunday 19 May Christians from 
across the Wycombe area will 
gather in Frogmoor at 11.00am 
to celebrate Pentecost.  Last year 
over 3000 gathered... and this 
year it is expected that even more 
will come.  So there will be no 
10.00am service at Christ Church 
that day... but there will be an 
8.30am Holy Communion.

More details of other events and 
services are available from the 
website	 (www.ccfh.org.uk)	 and	
the	Church	Office	in	Chapel	Road:	
01628 533004 (9.00am – 1.00pm 
Monday to Friday).

Methodists
SUNDAY LIVE! is on 12 May, 
led by Mary Blow and the Team 
- starting with bacon butties 
from 10.15am, with the service 
at 11.00am.  All young families 
and those ‘young at heart’ are 
very welcome.
CIRCUIT SERVICE - Sunday 
evening 19 May at 6.30pm to 
dedicate our Easter Offering to the 
work	of	Mission,	and	to	celebrate	
PENTECOST, the Global Day 
of Prayer and the Anniversary 
of John Wesley’s conversion.  
Everyone welcome to join us for 
this special service.
TIME OUT for BUSY MUMS is 
on Tuesday 14 May from 9.30-
11.30am, with creche available.  
Contacts: Jill Roth at Christ 
Church and Gill Alexander at 
Methodist Church.
Any further information about 
hall	 bookings,	 services	 or	
activities can be found on our 
website: www.fhmc.org/”, or 
by phoning one of our Stewards 
- 01628-520901 or 01628-
523022
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Call Stephen  
for all your electrical work:

• Interior & Exterior wiring • 
• Upgrades & repairs • 

• Outside security lights • 
• Emergency service •

01628 850968 
07790 546975

email: stephen.moorhaven@btopenworld.com
member of Elecsa • CRB checked

Flushing away poverty 
at Christ Church

A	six-week	Lent	project	at	Christ	Church	
raised £360, enough to ‘twin’ six of 
the Church’s toilets with six latrines 
in Africa: 2 in Burundi, 3 in Ethiopia 
and 1 in Uganda.  This will provide 
access to safe sanitation, clean water 
and hygiene education for some of the 
world's poorest people.  Enjoying better 
health, being able to go to school and 
work	 will,	 ultimately,	 begin	 to	 flush	
away poverty.  UK-based charities Cord 
and Tearfund created ‘Toilet Twinning’, 
a unique way to help transform lives 
in poor communities across the world.  
Did	you	know	2.5	billion	people	don't	
have somewhere safe & hygienic to go 
to the loo.  For more information visit: 
www.toilettwinning.org

Flackwell Heath & Loudwater

Age Concern AGM

14 May 7.30pm

at the Day Centre

Bell-ringing opportunity!
No	 bells	 in	 Flackwell	 but	Wooburn	
ringers	 are	 looking	 for	 recruits,	
experienced or willing to learn, 
training given.  Ring John Walton on 
01628 531360 / je.walton@virgin.net 
or Val Berry 01628 525512 / berry.
family@talk21.com

For more information, visit: www.
bellringing.org and  
www.stpaulswooburn.org/bells.htm

[and if any recruits would like to 
tell The Grapevine about their 
experiences afterwards, we'd like to 
hear – Ed]

DON THE HANDYMAN
 QUALIFIED PLUMBER AND TRADESMAN 

LOCAL AND RELIABLE SERVICE 

• General property maintenance, 

including the little things that 

need fixing

• Bathroom refurbishments a 

speciality

• Your DIY problems solved!

Please call to see how I can help

07957 490142
www.donthehandyman.co.uk
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Wycombe 
District 
Neighbourhood 
Watch 
Association 
(WDNHWA) AGM
The AGM was held on Wednesday 
April 10 and was well attended by 
co-ordinators, scheme members 
and others.  Geoff Pegg, the current 
Chairman, opened the meeting 
by summarising the wide range of 
activities	 undertaken	 by	WDNHWA	
during the past year, ranging from 
new Scheme Start-up events to 
major Community Safety Events.  
The Association now supports 1,250 
Co-ordinators for 700 schemes 
covering approx. 25,000 households.  
Treasurer	 Doug	Meredith	 confirmed	
that the Association continued to 
be totally self-funded with turnover 
up during the last year from higher 
sales	of	SelectaDNA,	Padlock	Alarms	
and Shed Alarms.  The Honorary 
Officers	 were	 re-elected,	 although	
Geoff	 Pegg	 confirmed	 his	 intention	
to stand down as Chairman this year.  
The Committee were also re-elected 
en bloc, with a request for others to 
join the Committee, to absorb the 
workload	 previously	 carried	 largely	
by Geoff Pegg.

After the formalities of the AGM were 
complete, CI Colin Seaton, Deputy 
Commander for the Wycombe LPA 
(Local Police Authority), gave a 
short	 address.	 	 He	 confirmed	 that	
Neighbourhood Watch was the 
largest and most effective voluntary 
crime reduction initiative in the UK.  
This had helped our local police to 
achieve	a	significant	reduction	in	the	
number of burglaries during 2012.  
Despite	 the	 financial	 constraints	
being faced by the police, they would 
continue	to	work	in	partnership	with	
NHWatch and other Community 
Safety agencies, to build on this 
success for the future, including 

improvements to Community 
Messaging (TVAlerts).

Wycombe	MP	Steve	Baker,	
reinforced the message 

from the police in support of 
NHWatch, noting that in these 

times of austerity, it was even 
more	important	for	‘Society’	to	work	
together as a whole to support each 
other, as this was essential to our 
general wellbeing.  NHWatch was a 
good example of this.

Finally, David Carroll, Deputy Police 
and Crime Commissioner (PCC) for 
Thames	Valley,	 spoke	about	 the	 role	
of the PCC and of the consultation 
process which had raised many useful 
issues and comments.  He hoped 
that the new system would lead to 
improved	 links	with	 the	 community	
and greater focus for the police in 
their efforts against crime.

Potholes
I	know	this	is	not	really	a	NHWatch	
issue, but these ‘eyesores’ do affect 
our neighbourhoods!   We can all 
help by reporting serious potholes 
to	 Bucks	 County	 Council	 –	 online	
at:	 http://www.buckscc.gov.uk/bcc/
transport/ea_report_problem.page

They	do	come	out,	check,	mark	and	
repair where appropriate.

For further information on this topic 
or about Neighbourhood Watch, 
contact:

David Gresswell 
Area	Co-ordinator,	Flackwell	Heath 
Tel:	525019			e-mail:	flackwell-
nhwatch@talktalk.net

ACTION FRAUD: 0300 123 2040 
www.actionfraud.police.uk

Police General & Non-emergency 
number: 101

Public Safety Team Anti-social 
behaviour: 01494 421087

Crimestoppers (Anonymous):  
0800 555 111

Trading Standards (Consumer 
Direct): 0845 4 04 05 06

BOOKINGS SECRETARY
Flackwell	Heath	Community	Centre	is	
run by a small team of volunteers and 
we	are	currently	looking	to	recruit	a	

new	Bookings	Secretary

If you have a few hours to spare and 
would	like	more	information	

 please contact:

MARILYN FINCH  079 03070503

or	email:	fhca-bookings@
flackwellheath.net

FHCA: MANAGING THE 
COMMUNITY CENTRE AND 
PROVIDING THE GRAPEVINE 

NEWSLETTER FOR THE VILLAGERS OF 
FLACKWELL HEATH

BANJOVI REVIVAL CONCERT
Hello!		Just	a	note	to	let	you	know	that	
following many requests Banjovi Revival 
will be performing at the Royal British 
Legion,	 Flackwell	Heath,	on	Friday	21	
June 2013 at 7.30pm.  Come along and 
have a good sing-song.  The proceeds 
will again be split between Iain Rennie 
Hospice and the Royal British Legion.  
We	 look	 forward	 to	 seeing	our	 friends	
again but hope that we can welcome 
some new supporters.

If	 you	are	 interested,	could	you	kindly	
contact Pauline on 01628 523946 for 
your	ticket	(£6)	and	I	hope	you	will	be	
able to persuade a few friends to join 
you.		I	would	like	to	get	the	numbers	to	
100	this	time	to	make	it	all	worthwhile	
but unfortunately, as before, we are 
unable	to	pre-book	tables	but	there	will	
be	ample	room	for	all.		We	look	forward	
to hearing from you.

Pauline Gibson

Ashton Opticians
O P T O M E T R I S T S

1 Acorn House, 12-16 Straight Bit, Flackwell Heath

PRIVATE AND NHS EYE EXAMINATIONS
SPECTACLES  & CONTACT LENSES

Your independent practice in 
Flackwell Heath 

for value, style and personal service 

  
01628 530420

www.ashtonopticians.co.uk

Partners:  Mr. M. W. Ashton BSc.(Hons), MCOptom, 
Mrs R.V. Ashton BSc.(Hons),MCOptom

OSTEOPATHIC CLINIC 
Michael Thornton ND, DO

Treatment	for	pain	in	the	back, 
neck,	shoulders,	knees	and	hips 
Sports injuries and headaches

25 Heath End Road 
01494 433072 or 07799713117

www.rphtreeservices.co.uk

Your Local Tree Surgeon 
Office:		01628	533355

Mobile: 07748 314950

Email:		info@rphtreeservices.co.uk
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Mart in
V e h i c l e  s e r V i c i n g 

A d a m s
• General car repairs and maintenance

• Free courtesy car available
• Tyres, exhausts and batteries supplied and fitted

• Latest diagnostic equipment for all makes of vehicle
• Air conditioning service available 

01628 850000
email: info@mavs.co.uk 

Alexander House, Wessex Industrial Estate, Bourne End, Bucks, SL8 5DT Mart in
V e h i c l e  s e r V i c i n g 

A d a m s

Your LocaL MoT speciaLisT 
A friendly family run business with 30 years experience

Servicing all cars, new and old 
also light commercial vehicles.

LADY PAINTER & DECORATOR
Painting &

Wallpapering
NO JOB

TOO SMALL

 0771 4420772 / 01494 716441

The library is now available 
to hire for your meeting.  
Extras include PCs, 
projector and screen, with 

reasonable rates available for evenings, 
weekends	 and	 some	 full	 days	 out	 of	
school term time.

Did	 you	 know.....the	 Library	 can	 help	
you to boost your holiday memories.  
Now is the time to improve your camera 
skills	by	taking	our	Photo	Training	course	
(11, 18, 25 May).  You will learn how get 
the best from your camera and put the 
WOW into your summer snaps – and 
you can borrow some reading matter to 
while away those lazy days.  As always 
our	 local	 volunteers	 look	 forward	 to	
seeing you.

Flackwell Heath & Loudwater Local 
History Group

Local History is a broad subject with 
many aspects.  As the group continues 
to	examine	the	lives	and	work	of	those	
who have gone before us we invite you 
to participate in two more activities in 
the near future. 

A Lace-making Presentation 
Monday May 13 at 7.30pm

Buckinghamshire	 has	 always	 been	
widely	 known	 for	 its	 lace,	 but	 these	
days,	the	people	making	lace	are	fewer	
in number.  We are therefore delighted 
to host a group whose members are 
drawn	from	local	villages.		They	will	talk	
about	lace-making	as	a	cottage	industry	
and also demonstrate their equipment, 
methods	and	skills.

For	those	who	would	like	to	bring	their	
own treasures along, they may be able 
to	help	with	identification.

Tickets	 available	 from	 Flackwell	Heath	

Community Library at £5 each  (£3 for 
Friends of FHCL)

National Mills Weekend 11 - 12 May

MORE MILLS THAN MOST!

Yes, our valley once had more than 
30 mills, but they are gone without a 
trace…..or are they?

Come	and	 join	our	 FREE	walks	 to	find	
them, hear stories of our industrial past, 
people,	 paper	 makers	 and	 of	 course,	
machine	 breakers	 and	 riots.	 	We	 have	
photos and maps, so just add your 
memories and bring it all to life.

Two	 walks	 are	 arranged	 with	 Local	
History Group member Jane Dunsterville 
and colleague Barrie Penfold, but places 
on	these	walks	are	limited.

To	walk	 to	find	 the	mills	 of	 Loudwater	
and the Wooburn area on Saturday 
morning–	please	book	your	place	with	
Jane on 01628 521112

For	a	walk	to	find	the	mills	of	Wooburn	
Town and Bourne End on Sunday 
morning	–	please	book	your	place	with	
Barrie on 01628 525415

Flackwell Heath 
Community 
Library

Allotment 
Winners!

The winners of the 'Best Allotment Award' 
for	 the	 Flackwell	 Heath	 allotments	
in Chapel Road were John and Joan 
Sweetman.  John was presented with the 
Certificate	at	the	Annual	Parish	Meeting	
on	18	April.		It	is	the	first	time	they	have	
won, although they have been 'Highly 
Commended' before.  They have had 
their allotment for about 7 years, and 
grow fruit and vegetables, which they 
eat fresh, freeze or jam.  They also grow 
a	 few	flowers	 to	encourage	pollinating	
insects and discourage some pests.

Hundreds of DVDs now only £1 per night 
So why not treat yourself to a bottle of wine, a 

good DVD and a quiet night in?
• 

Quality beers wines and spirits with 
10% off most wines and the cheapest 

cigarettes in Flackwell Heath
Tobacco, newspapers, sweets, snacks,

  Paypoint – pay bills and mobile top ups

Express Videos & Off License
 3 Straight Bit  

9am - 11pm 
every day

01628 298224
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Next month both Institutes will discuss 
the NFWI resolution on supporting 
declining high streets, before it goes 
to the vote at the National AGM in 
June.

Morning WI

This last month has been a busy one 
for our institute.  In the second part 
of March we hosted the half-yearly 
Group Meeting, welcoming members 
from Little Marlow and Well End, 
Marlow Bottom and Wooburn 
Institutes to join us for the morning.

During the meeting we had a display 
of crafts from all the institutes.  There 
were beautiful examples of lace 
making,	knitting,	quilting,	fascinators,	
cushions,	 ribbon	 work	 and	 much	

more.  The group really does have 
some very talented members.  The 
speaker	for	the	meeting	was	Maureen	
Dennis	who	gave	a	talk	titled	‘Diseases,	
Drains and Women Doctors’ about 
18th century medicine.  By the end of 
the	talk	we	all	vowed	we	would	never	
complain about modern medicine 
again.

At the beginning of April we celebrated 
21	years	as	an	institute.		We	marked	
the occasion by having a party and 
were joined by guests from several 
other institutes.  We were entertained 
by John Dunsterville, helped by 
his wife Jane.  John gave a highly 
entertaining	 talk	 on	 his	 experiences	
as a guitarist, from his school-days 
in Wycombe to travelling the world 

playing	in	Rock	and	Roll	bands.		John	
has played with some very well-
known	 artists	 and	 entertained	 us	
playing some memorable songs from 
50s and 60s on both the guitar and 
banjo.

This was followed by a buffet lunch 
supplied by members and a lovely 
celebration	cake	baked	by	our	former	
president Brenda Aldridge. All in all a 
good morning was enjoyed by all.

Our next meeting will be on Wed. 
1 May at 10am.  Members are also 
reminded of the outing to Waltham 
Abbey on 2 May leaving at 9.15. 

Evening WI

Our	 speaker	was	 Barbara	Askew	on	
‘Elizabeth & Philip, A Royal Marriage’.  
Mrs	Askew	is	a	Blue	Badge	Guide	and	
really	knows	her	subject.		She	covered	
their whole lives, and elements of 
Prince Philip’s family history came 
as quite a surprise to some members; 
even ardent royal-watchers learned 
something.

Nine members made a team for 
the Lane End WI Quiz, and came a 
respectable 3rd place.  The cryptic 
clues for plants were particularly 
challenging.

The Craft Group has made two 
children’s quilts for ACWW (Associated 
Country Women of the World).  
Jane Wybrow and Sue Arnautov

Flackwell Heath Women’s Institute

As	you	go	into	The	Crooked	Billet	on	
a	winter’s	day	you	are	struck	by	how	
cosy and bright and shining it is.  But 
in the summer  it is the garden that 
strikes	 you	 first.	 	 It	 is	 a	 delight	 that	
gardeners should not miss and for the 
rest of us it is a lovely south-facing 
place	to	have	a	drink	and	lunch.

According to a brief history on the 
website, the pub “was built in the 
16th century as two cottages, then 
changed in 1850 to a simple cider 
house.  At this time the old smithy 
was still in use and many a good tale 
was told in the cosy bar whilst the 
horses were being shod.”

Among	the	many	folk	who	used	this	
old house was Edgar Wallace, a very 
successful novelist and spendthrift 
who lived in Bourne End and is buried 
in the local cemetery.

Also the ghost of the Highwayman who 
was hanged nearby can sometimes 
be glimpsed – usually around closing 
time.

The pub is owned by Punch Taverns: 
Bill and Anita Green are tenants.  He 
was in air conditioning and she in 
insurance when they decided to do 
something more interesting.  Why 
not try running a pub for a couple of 
years?  That was 26 years ago.  They 
now	 have	 five	 part-time	 staff	 (two	
from	Flackwell	Heath)	helping	out	in	
the	bar	and	the	kitchen.		They	have	no	
vacancies at present.

They have eight tables inside and 18 
outside	so	it	is	wise	to	book	a	table,	
especially for Sunday lunch.  They 
only do food at lunch time and not 
in the evenings.  For cognoscenti of 
bitter, they sell Young’s Special which, 
Bill assured me, is a rare treat in our 
local pubs.

What	 kind	 people	 would	 you	 find	
at	 The	 Crooked	 Billet?	 	 Weekday	
lunchtime it is mainly business 
people and ladies who lunch.  At the 
weekends	there	are	a	lot	of	cars	in	the	
car	park	and	walkers.		

In the evenings there is a good cross  
section of locals and on Tuesdays 
at 8.30pm it is the meeting place 
for Liaisons – a Social/Singles Club.  
A couple of times a year there is 
a supper with some 50 people in 
support Steve Perryman’s charity, 
The	Musgrove	 Leukaemia	 Fund.	The	
speakers,	 as	 you	might	 imagine,	 are	
usually former Greats of Tottenham 
Hotspurs on the subject of football.  

The pub is very well placed for 
walkers.		The	new	section	of	footpath	
from the end of Sedgmoor Rd to 
Sheepridge Lane and Little Marlow 
Fern Cemetery opens up a series 
of	 possible	 walks	 including	 Bloom	
Wood (especially at bluebell time) 
and	Pigeon	House	Farm.	Your	walks	
can	include	The	Crooked	Billet	on	the	
way	out	or	the	way	back	–	or	both	if	
you plan it carefully.

Tim Kendell

The Crooked Billet

A1 TAXI SERVICE
Flackwell Heath & surrounding area

01628 851466
HighWycombe & surrounding area

01494 441000
4 - 6 - 8 Seater Vehicles Available

Minimum Fare From £3.50
Airports - Seaports - London Theatres

01628 851466
01494 441000
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4 PAWS
Professional dog grooming 

All breeds catered for 
From clipping to hand stripping

Call Sharon on 01628 532863

www.4pawsonline.co.uk

Carrington 
Infant 
School
C a r r i n g t o n 
Infant School 
w e l c o m e s 
its new 

Headteacher, Ms 
Gill	 Brookling.		

Ms	 Brookling	
comes from this area, 

having attended both the 
Meadows School and St Pauls, before 
moving on to Wycombe High School.

Since training as a teacher in Chichester, 
she has gained extensive experience 
working	 in	 primary	 schools,	 mostly	
with the younger children in Key Stage 
1,	 but	 has	 also	 worked	 in	 Key	 Stage	
2.  She started teaching just before the 
introduction of the National Curriculum 
and has experienced all its changes and 
versions!  In the early days of her career, 
she spent two years at Carrington First 
School (as the Infant School was then 
called)	 when	 Mrs	 Wilkes	 was	 the	
Headteacher.  She later spent three 
years in a Service School in Germany 
– memorably she was there when the 
Berlin Wall came down.  Returning to 
the UK, she taught for a time in Surrey, 
where she still lives, before widening her 
experience	by	working	 for	 seven	years	
at  a Special School in Bourne End.  Ms 
Brookling	 joins	 Carrington	 now	 from	
her post as Deputy Head of a primary 
school in Maidenhead, where she was 
both the Special Needs Co-ordinator 
and Maths Co-ordinator.  Although she 
is	 now	 a	Headteacher,	 she	would	 like	
to continue with some teaching in the 
different	classes	in	order	to	get	to	know	
the children.

Under	Mrs	McMeekin’s	leadership,	the	
Infant School achieved a ‘Good’ Ofsted 
report	 in	 2010.	 	Ms	Brookling	 intends	
to maintain these levels and lead the 
School where all the children are able 
to	flourish	and	achieve	 their	potential.		
She	 is	 also	 keen	 to	maintain	 the	 links	
with the local community.

Outside school, some of her interests 
include various cultural activities and 
gardening.  

We	wish	her	well	in	her	first	Headship.

Sue Arnautov

Dates For Your Diary
May

Saturday11 
Sunday 12

LHG	Walks	to	mark	National	Mills	Day,	see	page	5.

Monday 13 LHG	Workshop	at	Library	on	the	Local	Lace-making	
Industry, 7.30pm – see page 5.

Tuesday 14 FH & Loudwater Age Concern AGM, 7.30pm at Day 
Centre.

Saturdays – 
11, 18 and 25

Photography course in the Library, 2 -4pm – see page 5.

Saturday 18 Christ	Church	Plant	and	Cake	Sale	plus	Car	Wash,	10	–	
11.30am.

June

Sunday 2 Village Picnic at Straight Bit Rec., 12 – 4pm, see page 1.

Friday 21 BanJovi concert at RBL, 7.30pm, see page 4.

Saturday 22 'Juniperfest' Music Festival.

Sunday 30 Palm Court Revival at Community Centre, 7.30pm.  Live 
music,	2	course-supper,	bar.	Tickets	£15	from	 
01628 522751, see page 1.

July

Sunday 7 Cherry Fayre

Sunday 14 LHG tour of Fern Cemetery with Sally Scagell at 
4.30pm.

Road Rep Wanted
We	 are	 looking	 for	 a	 volunteer	
to	 take	 over	 delivery	 of	 about	 20	
copies of The Grapevine in the 
Oakwood	area,	starting	 in	 June.	 	 If	
you can help, please get in touch 
with either Sue Rushton or Pauline 
Cooper	 –	 contact	 details	 on	 back	
page of The Grapevine.

These eggs were laid by the Carrington 
Junior	School's	hens:	Kentucky	(KFC	to	
his friends), Eggbert, Roxy, Barbara and 
Snowdrop.

Flackwell Amblers
If	 you	 would	 like	 to	 join	 us	 on	
Sunday	19	May	2013,	The	Flackwell	
Amblers	 will	 be	 going	 for	 a	 walk	
at Coleshill.  We will be meeting 
at	 Budgen’s	 car	 park	 at	 10.00	 a.m.		
This	 walk	 will	 last	 approximately	 2	
hours	and	is	undertaken	at	your	own	
risk.	 	 Please	wear	walking	 boots	 or	
strong	 shoes.	 	 N.B.	 This	 walk	 may	
be subject to change at short notice 
due to prevailing weather conditions.  
The next date for your diary is  
Sunday 23 June.

C.Barker

H a w t h o r n d e n 
Surgery...
is changing its computer system.  
From 13 to 16 May,if you want to 
renew a prescription, you will have 
to do it the old way, in person; or do 

it the week before.
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Carolyn Worrall has been interested in 
calligraphy for 20 years, starting with 
a daytime adult education course at 
Wye Valley School.  She had always 
had good handwriting, winning 
occasional prizes for it at school.  Her 
calligraphy began with a grounding in 
the traditional scripts: Italic, Foundation, 
Uncial, Roman, Gothic.  Once those 
are grasped, calligraphers can start to 
develop their own styles, which may 
become very individual.

Before	 computers,	 calligraphy	 skills	
were in demand for posters, name 
badges,	invitations	etc.		You	might	think	
that with the advent of word-processors, 
calligraphy would be obsolete.  Many 
official	 documents	 are	 indeed	 being	
produced via automation, with only 
a few still hand-written on vellum.  
Hand-written scripts are still used for 
certificates,	 presentation	 scrolls	 and	

religious	 works,	 but	 calligraphy	 has	
adapted and these days is more an 
art form than a means of recording or 
presenting text.  Calligraphy groups 
hold exhibitions where pieces are 
sold	as	works	of	art.	 	Practitioners	use	
coloured	 inks,	 gouache,	 watercolour	
and	even	pencils,	on	all	kinds	of	paper	
from watercolour to hand-made and 
sometimes fabric to create and present 
their own vision.  Illustrated is 'Poppies', 
using Carolyn's version of a script called 
Foundational.

Carolyn belongs to a group of 
calligraphers called Oxford Scribes.  
They	run	6	to	8	workshops	a	year	with	
top calligraphers, and hold exhibitions in 
and around the Oxford area.  In 2011, all 
the	inhabitants	of	Flackwell	were	given	
the opportunity to celebrate the 400th 
anniversary of the King James' Bible by 
transcribing a verse of one of the four 
Gospels in their own handwriting.  The 
first	page	of	each	Gospel,	however,	was	
transcribed in beautiful calligraphy, and 
given an 'illuminated' heading by eight 
members of the Oxford Scribes using 
different 'hands', Italic, Roundhand, 
Uncials etc.  

Carolyn’s most recent project has been 
as part of collaboration with pupils from 
Radley College.  Oxford Scribes were 
invited to reproduce in a calligraphic 
manner poems written by 6th form pupils 
as part of their studies.  The results were 
exhibited at Radley College in March.

Carolyn’s next major project is in 
celebration of the Lindisfarne Gospels, 
which this summer are being loaned 
from the British Library to Durham.  
Calligraphers from around the UK have 
been invited to contribute to a one-off 
book	 featuring	 work	 by	 contemporary	
calligraphers,	 which	 will	 be	 kept	 in	
Durham Cathedral Library.

Carolyn	finds	 calligraphy	 an	 absorbing	
hobby, full of continuing interest.  It's 
a long way from her day job as a 
Conference and Events Organiser at 
Lane End Conference Centre, or running 
her home, but perhaps that's the point.  
And it all grew from an AE class....

Sue Arnautov

Carolyn Worrall 
Calligrapher

CW
CHATTELWORTH    

LIMITED
All general building work plus

Full Decorating Service
Purpose-Made Joinery

Maintenance Free Products
First class service at competitive prices
Call now for a no obligation estimate

Local Authority Approved

95a Queens Road, High Wycombe, Bucks  
HP13 6AH

Tel/fax 01494 461544 

Meetings are held at:
Flackwell Heath Community Centre

Every Wednesday 6 pm
New Slimmed down prices for 

Summer
All new members get a  

free gift worth up to £9.95
For more details contact Sue on  

07974 958863


