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T H E  N E W S L E T T E R  O F  F L A C K W E L L  H E A T H  C O M M U N I T Y   A S S O C I A T I O N

GrapevineGrapevine
  50p

COMMUNITY  NEWS  IDEAS  DATES  SUGGESTIONS  EVENTS  POINTS OF VIEW                NEWS 

THE

July‘13

Budgens  
to Close
Budgens store is closing on 3 July.  Staff 
heard the news from a senior manager 
on 14 June.  Thirteen people will lose 
their jobs, some full-time, some part-
time.  Budgens say they are working 
with the Job Centre.  If anybody has a 
job on offer, please get in touch with the 
Job Centre.  (See also comment from 
FHRA on page 2 - Ed).

This year it’s on Sunday 14 July.  Gilly, 
the much-loved lollipop man, will open 
it at 12noon.  There will be a lot going 
on:  - a fancy dress competition, for kids 
to come as their favourite book, TV or 
film character, judging between 12.30 
— 1pm.

- judo display

- dancing displays

- Wayne Wonder, a children’s 
entertainer who makes animals from 

balloons, from 1 — 3.30pm.

There will be bouncy castles and ride 
on cars for the under 5s, large inflatable 
slides, an assault course for the older 
children and also mini golf.  There will 
be welly whanging, face painting, hook 
a duck and a variety of fun stalls.  Of 
more interest to adults will be a pamper 
room for mums, a family photographer, 
a BBQ & bar, and a second-hand book 
stall, alongside a silent auction and 
fun raffle.  There will also be a number 
of external stall-holders and a ‘home 
produce stall’ for cakes and plants.

The Heath Singers
Thank you for the Music!

Come and share a summer evening of music 
that will move and entertain.  We have a great 
programme with old favourites, and some new 
songs, including one specially written for us.

Tuesday 9 & Thursday 11 July 8pm

Christ Church, Flackwell Heath

£8 to include interval drink

Tickets: Joan McNamara  
01628 526111  

(available from June)

Carrington Schools’ Summer Fayre
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Joe Griffin
TV AERIAL SERVICES

Call Marlow 01628 439115
A part of

Poor Reception Solved - Aerials repaired & supplied

TVs - Hung on your wall for you.  Also supplied & tuned

Extra TV Points - For aerial and Sky (In HD!)

Sky TV - Also Foreign Language TV

CW
CHATTELWORTH    

LIMITED
All general building work plus

Full Decorating Service
Purpose-Made Joinery

Maintenance Free Products
First class service at competitive prices
Call now for a no obligation estimate

Local Authority Approved

95a Queens Road, High Wycombe, Bucks  
HP13 6AH

Tel/fax 01494 461544 

LADY PAINTER & DECORATOR
Painting &

Wallpapering
NO JOB

TOO SMALL

 0771 4420772 / 01494 716441

CLEAN UP THE VILLAGE – Thank you 
to everyone who turned out to garden 
and pick litter on Saturday 8 June.  
We were very pleased to welcome 
new folk who came to help and are 
pleased to say we felt there was less 
litter in the parts of the village we 
visited.

BUDGENS – At the time of writing 
we have just heard the news that 
Budgens is to shut its doors on 3 July.  
This will be a very sad day for the 
village as it means the largest retail 
outlet in the centre of the village will 
be closed and at present we know of 
no firm interest in the site.  A closed 
unit of this size is not good for the 
health and vitality of the village 
centre so we can but hope that there 
will be a real interest in the unit in the 
very near future.  A large number of 
folk in the village wrote to the WDC 
Planning Department pointing this 
fear out, however the advice from the 
independent retail expert engaged by 
WDC was to the contrary.  It could 
be said this is a case of locals know 
best.

BABS PARK – Planning Enforcement 
were revisiting the site on June 13 to 
check the owner has complied with 

the decisions made by the Planning 
Inspector in December 2011.   We 
have not heard the result of this visit 
yet.

THE OLD NURSERY – The Inquiry 
started as scheduled on Tuesday May 
21 and evidence was presented by 
both WDC and the travellers over 
the first 2 ½ days.  On the Thursday 
afternoon the Inspector visited both 
the Old Nursery and the Hedgerow 
sites, also going on to visit two other 
sites in the WDC area that had recently 
been given permission for mobile 
homes.  On the final morning the 
Inspector heard the closing statements 
and the applications for costs.  We felt 
the travellers made it very clear they 
wished to stay at the Hedgerow site if 
temporary permissions only were to 
be allowed.  We will however have to 
wait to see what the Inspector’s view 
is; this is likely to take between 7 and 
9 weeks from the end of the Inquiry.

Carolyn Leonard

Chair of FHRA Planning and 
Environment Group

01628 526512

fhra-planning-environment@
flackwellheath.net 

FLACKWELL HEATH RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION  
PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT GROUP

Charlie Hobbs and his son-in-law 
Charles Colton planting out the bed 
on the corner of Sedgmoor Road 
and Chapman Lane.  Mr Hobbs, 
aged 88, raised most of the plants in 
his greenhouse.

Village Calendar
This is a calendar on the village website: 
www.flackwellheath.net.  Please USE IT 
to enter your event, so all those planning 
future events can see what you intend.  If 
their proposed event may appeal to the 
same people, they can pick a different 
date.  Some clashes are inevitable, but 
this is one way of reducing them.  And 
as a bonus, you are advertising your 
event to potential participants!

You can email your event details to Janet 
Reffould at: events@flackwellheath.
net  She needs date, start and end times 
and location to make an entry.  Other 
useful details are how to obtain tickets 
and their prices, plus any other brief 
information.

Age Concern Call for 
More Volunteers!!

Help wanted from Monday to 
Thursday in sessions from 9.30 
– 1pm and 1 – 3pm.  Anyone 
who could spare a few hours 
per month, to give general 
help in the Day Centre, would 
be very welcome.  

Please telephone the centre 
on 01628 526113, or call in 
for a chat.
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The Christ Church Tent 
at the Cherry Fayre 
this year will be full of 
exciting fun events for all 
the family... water games, 
face painting, the ‘No Strings 
Attached’ puppeteers, clay pot 
making and craft activities.  You 
will find also find details of our 
‘Positive Parenting’ course and 
‘How to Drug Proof Your Children’ 
course.  And we will, once again, 
be running the Tea Tent (serving 
lunches and delicious home-made 
cakes) and the Bar.

‘Holiday at Home’ is a three-day 
August event for those aged 55+.  
It offers a full programme of great 
holiday activities from 10am - 
3.30pm on 13 - 15 August.  The 
cost is £10 per day and places are 
limited so booking is essential.  
For more information and booking 
contact Sue on 01628 531428.  
Please book early.

The Christian Aid collection and 
fundraising in Flackwell Heath by 
Christ Church raised an astonishing 

£2994.83.  Thank you 
to everyone who gave 
and to everyone who 
helped!

During the School Holidays 
the main services at Christ 

Church are suitable for all the 
family and will follow the theme of 
‘Jesus – the great I am’ with every 
Sunday focussing on a different ‘I 
am’ saying.

Coffee Stop is open for everyone 
in Flackwell Heath, and, for a 
donation only, serves fantastic 
fairly-traded tea and coffee with 
daily newspapers, providing a 
friendly place to meet old friends 
and make new ones.  It runs every 
weekday morning during term-
time from 9 - 11.30am and on 
Wednesday only during school 
holidays.

Please contact the Church Office in 
Chapel Road for details of regular 
services and further information on 
any of the above: 01628 533004 
(9am – 1pm Monday to Friday).

Methodists
Tuesday 2 July at 9.30am - Time Out 
for busy mums.  Creche available.

Also on 2 July at 6.00pm Girls’ 
Brigade Awards Night and 
Barbecue.

Sunday 14 July from 10.15am – 
Sunday Live! For young families and 
the young at heart.

Sunday 28 July at 6.30pm ‘Celebrate 
Service’ at Marlow Methodist 
Church.  (No service at Flackwell 
Heath Methodist Church).

All other Worship Services as usual, 
and our regular weekly Groups will 
continue to meet until the end of 
the School term.

To find out more, please visit our 
website www.fhmc.org or phone 
Gill Alexander 01628 520901 or 
Shirley Wallis 01628 523022

Drug Proof Your Kids
How well-informed are you about the 
drugs that are available in your local 
area?  How can you help your child 
make positive choices, and steer them 
away from the harmful use of drugs and 
alcohol?

Christ Church would like to invite you 
to our first ever ‘How to Drug Proof 
Your Kids’ course for parents and 
carers of children aged 8+.  There are 
six Monday evening sessions, starting 
on 16 September at the Christ Church 
Centre, 7.45 - 9.45 pm.  The cost is £15 
per person (or £20 for a couple) and 

includes refreshments and 
the course manual.

At Christ Church we believe 
that strengthening families 
strengthens communities.  
This is why we have invested 
in training Leonie Cowlard, 
a member of the Christ 
Church family, to facilitate 
Positive Parenting Courses 
and now the Drug Proofing 
Your Kids (DPYK) course.

Leonie is one of 400 people 
in the UK trained by Care 
for the Family to facilitate 

DPYK and is herself a mother of two 
children, aged 8 and 6.

“Parents are expressing a growing worry 
about their children’s possible exposure 
to drugs and alcohol, even from a young 
age, and want to know how they can 
help keep their kids safe from peer 
pressure,” she said.  “We as parents are 
the best people to guide our children 
and keep them safe”.

Leonie will be joined by a local police 
officer and/or a representative from 
Hope UK at one of the sessions to 
speak specifically about drugs and local 
issues.

If you’d like to know more about drugs 
and alcohol use in the local area and 
want to find out how you can make an 
important contribution to the decisions 
that your children make, please contact 
Leonie Cowlard at families@ccfh.org.uk 
or 07956389014 for the DPYK leaflet 
and course registration form to ensure 
a place. You can also visit the Christ 
Church marquee at the Cherry Fayre on 
7 July and pick up a registration form 
for the DPYK course and also find out 
about other courses and family events 
that Christ Church will be running in the 
future.  

Revd Jill Roth, Curate, Christ Church

Coffee and Cops
Meet your local policing team at 
Flackwell Heath Library on Thursday 
11 July, 1 – 2pm.  This is open to 
all residents of Flackwell Heath and 
Loudwater, and gives you a chance 
to chat informally to the police over 
a cup of coffee.

Leonie Cowlard
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Hundreds of DVDs now only £1 per night 
So why not treat yourself to a bottle of wine, a 

good DVD and a quiet night in?
• 

Quality beers wines and spirits with 
10% off most wines and the cheapest 

cigarettes in Flackwell Heath
Tobacco, newspapers, sweets, snacks,

  Paypoint – pay bills and mobile top ups

Express Videos & Off License
 3 Straight Bit  

9am - 11pm 
every day

01628 298224

OSTEOPATHIC CLINIC 
Michael Thornton ND, DO

Treatment for pain in the back, 
neck, shoulders, knees and hips 
Sports injuries and headaches

25 Heath End Road 
01494 433072 or 07799713117

www.rphtreeservices.co.uk

Your Local Tree Surgeon 
Office:  01628 533355

Mobile: 07748 314950

Email:  info@rphtreeservices.co.uk

The Green Dragon 
Lives again

Readers who have an occasion to go 
up Blind Lane or along Green Dragon 
Lane may have noticed that the shabby 
pub on the corner has now been 
smartened up by Enterprise Inns.  It 
has been sensitively painted and now 
looks very smart with a new version of 
a green dragon logo on the front and 
side, and on the inn sign.  I hope that 
by the time you read this, the tatty and 
inaccurate signs on the forecourt have 
been replaced.

The pub is under new management.  
Mahboob Rahman and his business 
partner have an ambition to combine 
the charm of an English pub with the 
delights of an Indian restaurant - eat in 
or take away.  In addition, customers 
will be able to enjoy Premier League 
football on Sky from August.

Mahboob (you can guess what his 
bar-room friends call him) began by 
managing the family restaurant in 
Bangladesh.  As manager he did not have 
a chance to learn the cooking styles of 
his region so when he came to England 
he learned British-style Indian cooking.  
He did the cooking at the restaurant in 
Wells, Somerset, that he and his business 
partner own.  Now the partnership has 
two establishments.  Mahboob is back 
in management and he has taken on 
five staff and “a really good Chef” who 
specialises in halal cuisine.

The pub has a long tradition of success 
in sports and games.  Most of us will only 
remember their regular successes in the 
Cherry Fayre tug o’ war but they have 
also been successful in more traditional 
pub games.  They compete with other 
pubs in local leagues for Crib, Darts, 
Dominoes and Pool.  There are a lot of 
cups on the mantelpiece.  The cribbage 
team were runners up in the Summer 
League last year and they won the 
Winter League.

The pub is open weekdays  4 - 11.30pm, 
and noon – midnight at weekends. Food 
to eat in or take out is available 5 – 11pm 
every day.

It is hard to judge a pub if you are not a 
regular.  Fortunately, I knew that Carol 
Bailey, the Diabetes UK fundraiser, 
played in the Green Dragon Cribbage 
team alongside her mum, Francess, and 
her dad, Reg.  He also plays in the darts 
team and he has enjoyed dropping in 
for a drink since 1969.  His considered 
verdict on the beer is that it is better now 
than it has been for years; it is actually 
being looked after by someone who 
knows what he is doing.  Both Reg and 
Carol also enjoy the Indian cooking but 
Francess was not a fan.  Carol and Reg 
have nothing but praise for the staff who 
are “kind and lovely”.  The family were 
very touched that when Francess died in 
May the pub staff were represented at 
her funeral by Mahboob.

Tim Kendell

Cycling 100 miles
Optometrist Mark Ashton aims to 
cycle 100 miles in under seven hours 
to raise funds for the RNIB.  Mark, 
of Ashton Opticians in Flackwell 
Heath, will be taking part in the 
Prudential Ride London-Surrey 100 
challenge on August 4 – a 100-
mile cycling event which follows 
a modified version of the 2012 
Olympic road race route and which 
must be completed within nine 
hours.  He has recently changed to 
cycling from marathon running and 
says “I am really enjoying the extra 
travel and sightseeing involved with 
cycling; however, the hills are more 
of a challenge on a bike.”

He is hoping to raise around £2,000 
for his chosen charity: RNIB.  His 
sponsorship page can be found 
at www.virginmoneygiving.com/
MarkAshton  Donations can either 
be made via the sponsorship page or 
at Ashton Opticians, 1 Acorn House, 
Straight Bit, Flackwell Heath.

Photo: Tim Kendell   
L to R: Kawser Alam - Cook, Mahboob 
Rahman - Proprietor, Sazzad Ali - Chef and 
Bazlul Haque - Tandoori Chef

Ashton Opticians
O P T O M E T R I S T S

1 Acorn House, 12-16 Straight Bit, Flackwell Heath

PRIVATE AND NHS EYE EXAMINATIONS
SPECTACLES  & CONTACT LENSES

Your independent practice in 
Flackwell Heath 

for value, style and personal service 

  
01628 530420

www.ashtonopticians.co.uk

Partners:  Mr. M. W. Ashton BSc.(Hons), MCOptom, 
Mrs R.V. Ashton BSc.(Hons),MCOptom
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A1 TAXI SERVICE
Flackwell Heath & surrounding area

01628 851466
HighWycombe & surrounding area

01494 441000
4 - 6 - 8 Seater Vehicles Available

Minimum Fare From £3.50
Airports - Seaports - London Theatres

01628 851466
01494 441000

July 2013
Holiday 
security
Here are some useful tips for 
when you go on holiday to make 
less likely any nasty surprises on your 
return!

1. Make your home look occupied.  
Recruit the help of a family member or 
neighbour to draw your curtains in the 
evening and following morning.  Ask 
them to remove any deliveries of mail 
that might be visible, or use the Royal 
Mail ‘Keepsafe’ service.  Have a radio 
or a suitable light, on a timer switch 
set to come on at an appropriate time. 
e.g. in the hall or upstairs landing.

2. Cancel deliveries of newspapers, 
milk, veg boxes e.t.c., by phone – not 
in the shop!  You never know who 
might be listening – remember ‘Walls 
have ears’.

3. Make sure any valuable items, 
especially laptops and car keys, are 
safely out of sight.

4. Consider using a home safe for any 
really important documents or small 
valuable items.

5. Security mark valuable items so 
that, should they be stolen, they can be 
identified as yours.  Use SelectaDNA 
or CREMark for the most secure and 
durable marking.  UV Marker pens are 
OK but the marks don’t last forever.

6. Check that your house and contents 
insurance is up-to-date and covers 
your absence.

7. Invite one of your neighbours 
to use your front drive if it is easily 
accessible.

8. Mow your lawn before you go. It 
makes the house look occupied and is 
less of a chore when you get home.  If 
you are away for any length of time, 

get someone to mow it for 
you whilst you are away.

9. Ensure that ladders 
and garden tools that 

could be used to force 
an entry to your home are 

securely locked away.

10. Lock all doors and windows, garage 
and sheds before you leave.

11. Set any security alarm when you 
finally leave the house, and if it is a 
monitored alarm, don’t forget to let the 
monitoring company know who holds 
the key.

12. Finally, if you are a member of a 
Neighbourhood Watch scheme, ask 
your immediate neighbours to keep 
an eye on your property whilst you are 
away.

Remember, simply registering to 
receive TVAlerts is no substitute for a 
good Neighbourhood Watch scheme.  
NHWatch is the most effective crime-
reduction initiative in the UK.

Jigsaw & 
Paperback 
Library
I'm sure there are 
many villagers unaware that on the first 
Wednesday of every month, from 1.30 – 
3.30pm, the Community Centre unveils 
its library of jigsaws and paperbacks.  It 
has been running now for many years 
and grows ever more popular.  Last 
month we even had customers from the 
other side of Wycombe saying "this is 
the best jigsaw library around".

We have a good ever-changing selection 
of fiction paperbacks, including family 
sagas, crime and adventure, and jigsaws 
to suit every taste.  Why not come along 
next month and see for yourself?  Our 
prices are very modest, e.g. 40p for a 
jigsaw, and proceeds go to Community 
Centre funds.

If you think you would like to help in 
any capacity please call Alison Harvey 
on 01628 530186

Alison Harvey

Flackwell Amblers
If you would like to join us on Sunday 
21 July 2013, the Flackwell Amblers 
will be going for a walk at Great 
Missenden.  We will be meeting at 
Budgens’ car park at 10am.  This 
walk will last approximately 2 hours 
and is undertaken at your own risk.  
Please wear walking boots or strong 
shoes.  N.B. This walk may be subject 
to change at short notice due to 
the prevailing weather conditions.   
The next date for your diary is Sunday 
18 August. 

C.Barker

For further information on these topics 
or about Neighbourhood Watch, 
contact:

David Gresswell 
Area Co-ordinator, Flackwell Heath 
Tel: 525019 
e-mail: flackwell-nhwatch@talktalk.net

Police General & Non-emergency 
number: 101

Public Safety Team  
(Anti-social behaviour): 01494 421087

Crimestoppers (Anonymous): 0800 555 
111

Trading Standards (Consumer Direct): 
0845 4 04 05 06

ACTION FRAUD: 0300 123 2040 
www.actionfraud.police.uk

NEW NHS: 111 (replacing NHS Direct)

DON THE HANDYMAN
 QUALIFIED PLUMBER AND TRADESMAN 

LOCAL AND RELIABLE SERVICE 

• General property maintenance, 

including the little things that 

need fixing

• Bathroom refurbishments a 

speciality

• Your DIY problems solved!

Please call to see how I can help

07957 490142
www.donthehandyman.co.uk
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Mart in
V e h i c l e  s e r V i c i n g 

A d a m s
• General car repairs and maintenance

• Free courtesy car available
• Tyres, exhausts and batteries supplied and fitted

• Latest diagnostic equipment for all makes of vehicle
• Air conditioning service available 

01628 850000
email: info@mavs.co.uk 

Alexander House, Wessex Industrial Estate, Bourne End, Bucks, SL8 5DT Mart in
V e h i c l e  s e r V i c i n g 

A d a m s

Your LocaL MoT speciaLisT 
A friendly family run business with 30 years experience

Servicing all cars, new and old 
also light commercial vehicles.

Call Stephen  
for all your electrical work:

• Interior & Exterior wiring • 
• Upgrades & repairs • 

• Outside security lights • 
• Emergency service •

01628 850968 
07790 546975

email: stephen.moorhaven@btopenworld.com
member of Elecsa • CRB checked

John Dunsterville

Flackwell Heath 
Community 
Library
The Library Trustees urgently 
need a new Treasurer.  It is 
not an onerous task and 
does not necessarily require 

a qualified accountant.  If you are 
interested, please give Dave Johncock, 
the Chairman of the Trustees, a call on 
01628 521495.  He will be pleased to 
tell you what the role entails.

The Library is once again partaking in 
the Summer Reading Challenge scheme 
to keep our 4 – 11 year-olds practising 
their reading skills over the holiday 
period.  This year’s subject is ‘Creepy 
House’ and challenge packs can be 
collected from the Library.  There will 
be a certificate and a medal for all those 
completing the challenge of reading the 
six books! !

Be sure to visit the Library stall at the 
Cherry Fayre and browse the vast 
selection of surplus books on all 
subjects that we are selling off at silly 
prices.  Don’t forget, if you can’t find a 
book you really would like to read, you 
can get us to buy it for you if it is not one 
we currently stock.

Record Donation to 
Diabetes

All was going according to plan for 
Carol Bailey’s annual fund raising 
event for Diabetes UK on 17 May.  
Then on 16 May came a quite 
unexpected call from hospital telling 
Carol that her mother, Francess 
Thompson, had died.

Carol asked the family whether 
the fund raising event should be 
postponed.  There were practical 
implications such as refreshments 
and prizes going past their sell-by 
date.  There was also concern about 
family and friends, adults and young 
children trying to enjoy themselves 
within 24 hours of the death of a 
much loved grandmother.  It was not 
an easy choice.

But what would Francess have said?  
She had always worked hard helping 
on Diabetes Day and it was felt that 
she would have been pretty cross if it 
had had been cancelled just because 
she was not going to be there in 
person.

They went ahead and raised a record 
£2880.20. 

Tim Kendell

Dates For Your Diary

July

Saturday 6 Soroptimists’ Table Top Sale, Community Centre, 10am - 
2pm

Sunday 7 Cherry Fayre see page 1.

Tuesday 9 and  
Thursday 11

Heath Singers Concert, see page 1.

Thursday 11 Coffee & Cops, Library, 1- 2pm.

Sunday 14 Carrington Schools Summer Fayre, see page 1.

Sunday 14 LHG tour of Fern Cemetery see page 7.

August

Saturday 31 FH Bowls Club present ‘Skiffle Night’ with Ode and the 
BeBops at the Community Centre.  7.30pm, £13.

Yellow Pages?
Most of you will have recently received 
the ‘Yellow Pages’ directory for Slough 
2012/13, rather than the High Wycombe 
edition.  Don Bargent asked Yell about 
this.  They said that Flackwell Heath 
postcodes should get the Slough version 
and this cannot be changed.  You will 
get this delivered every year free-of-
charge.  If you want the High Wycombe 
version, phone Yell on 0800 555 444, 
option 4.  They will post you a copy 
free-of-charge.  You cannot register this 
as a permanent request but have to 
telephone each year. 

You can opt-out of receiving ‘Yellow 
Pages’ altogether by calling Yellow Pages 
on 0800 671 444  or go to http://www.
junkbuster.org.uk/ to stop many junk 
mail items, including ‘Yellow Pages’ and 
the ‘Phone Book’ in one quick step.
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Local History Group
Tickets are selling well for the 'The 
Times of Their Lives' tour at Little 
Marlow Cemetery with Sally Scagell 
on Sunday 14 July, 4.30 – 6 pm, but 
there is still time to get yours!  Tickets 
must be purchased in advance at 
the Library, where you will be given 
further important information about 
the event.  On the day, Sally will 
meet you at the Chapel, where you 
will be able to view the magnificent 
stained glass window.  The Chapel 
will also provide shelter in the event 
of inclement weather.

The ‘Family History Help Sessions’ 
have proved popular, with all 
current slots being filled.  New 
slots are now available from next 
September, so check the poster in 
the library and make a booking that 
suits you.  The objective of these 50 
minute sessions is to identify and 
understand some of the key web 
sites that will allow you conduct the 
research into your family history.  
Support and guidance will continue 
to be available if you wish to book 
further sessions.

If walls had mouths, what tales they 
might tell! Several local residents 
have an interest in exploring the 
history of their homes and some 
have taken the offer of assistance 
from the Local History Group.  One 
such resident writes:

“My research into the history of my 
house, Lantern Cottage, has been 
reinvigorated by a prompt from The 
Local History Group.  Detective-like, 
I have been following-up on maps, 
conveyances, censuses and wills 
from the first half of the nineteenth 
century to try and establish who 
has lived in my cottage.  It’s like 
putting a jigsaw together and at the 
moment I am trying to make all the 
pieces fit!”

How much more information is 
tucked away in people’s heads and 
in the attics of the older houses in 
the village?  Contact the Group 
through the library if you are 
interested in researching the history 
of your house.

Morning WI

At last the sun and warm weather 
has arrived and part of this morning’s 
meeting was taken up by discussing 
summer events: firstly, the 'Cherry 
Fayre 'where volunteers are needed to 
bake tasty cakes for our stall and also 
to help on the day; next was the outing 
in place of our August meeting.  This 
year we will be exploring Hampstead 
and London's lost rivers. T he trip is 
open to family and friends who will be 
made most welcome.

Our speaker, this month, was Peter 
Bird, who continued this summery 
theme with a talk on 'Colour in the 
Garden.'  He illustrated his talk with 
slides of gardens from the White 
Garden at Sissinghurst to the colourful 
borders of RHS Wisley.  We went away 
wondering how we could get these 
wonderful displays of structure and 
colour into our own more modest-
sized plots.

The next meeting will be on Wed 3 
July when the speaker will be Malcolm 
Nelson speaking on ‘Catching 
Smugglers’.

Evening WI

Mike Payne told us about the history of 
Pinewood Studios, from the building 
of the original house to the present 
day.  He had us all trying to recognise, 
and put a name to, stars of yesteryear, 
from the early days to the ‘Carry On’ 
films to the Bond films.  

We heard the report of the National 
WI’s AGM at Cardiff; the resolution on 
maintaining high streets was passed by 
a large majority.

A County outing to Greenwich 
had been much enjoyed.  The Blue 
Badge guide was excellent.  We saw 
the Park (now showing few traces of 
the Olympics), the Observatory, the 
meridian line, the Queen’s House and 
the restored Cutty Sark.  It is a bizarre 
sensation, sitting under the keel to 
have a cup of tea!  The highlight of the 
day was a round trip on the cable car 
over the Thames from near the O2.  

Members enjoyed helping with the 
Children’s Craft Gazebo at the Village 
Picnic (see page 8).

Next month, a complete change of 
mood, when Maureen Dennis talks on 
‘Diseases, Drains and Women Doctors’.  
Jane Wybrow and Sue Arnautov

Flackwell Heath Women’s Institute

The Original British 
Baby Signing Classes 

www.singandsign.co.uk 

Help your baby to communicate BEFORE speech 
with our award winning MUSIC programme 

Classes in High Wycombe 
& Princes Risborough 

For more information contact: 
mariawebster@singandsign.co.uk 
07885 944904 

For babies age 6-18 months 
Free trial classes available 



The Flackwell Heath Residents’ 
Association arranged this, on the day of 
the national Big Lunch.  The weather was 
beautiful and many families turned up at 
the Recreation Ground on Straight Bit.  
People brought their own refreshments, 
or bought them from local 
places such as The Empire 
of India (which was open 
specially).

There was a free bouncy 
‘assault course’, with 
even tiny children having 
a go.  There were Morris 
dancers, who demonstrated 
how to do it before urging 
watchers to try.  There were 
old favourites like egg-and-
spoon races and sack races, 
and welly-whanging.  When 

Esmae (aged 5) and Ellena (aged 3) 
Fowler came second in the three-legged 
race, their grandparents Dave and Sue 
Fowler were astonished to see that the 
band tying their legs was a tie donated 
to Iain Rennie shop following the death 
of Dave's father Ron 2 years before.

Jeff Herschel of the Parish Council had 
a stall where you could see the range 
of playground equipment available 
nowadays, some of which might be 
installed in Flackwell.

Ellen Hills from the Flackwell Heath 
Library organised a children’s craft stall.  
She said “I and several ladies from the 
WI ran the stall making crowns, Union 
Jack windmills and 'knickers', the latter 
based on the award winning book 'The 
Queen’s Knickers'.  It all proved to be 
very popular and on counting up the 
children made in excess of 45 crowns 
decorated with jewels, feathers, glitter 
etc. 15 windmills and 30 knickers”.

Altogether, fun day!
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Village Picnic

Morris Dancers 
Photo: Tim Kendell
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Sack Race

Jeff Herschel


