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COMMUNITY  NEWS  IDEAS  DATES  SUGGESTIONS  EVENTS  POINTS OF VIEW                NEWS 

THE

October ‘13

Win!
The car park behind ex-Budgen’s was 
closed off with concrete blocks in July.  
Considerable anxiety was expressed 
about the effects, particularly when 
school re-opened.  However, good 
sense prevailed, and the blocks 
were removed just before the start 
of the autumn term.  This was on 
the instructions of Musgrove’s, the 
leaseholder, after representations from 
various Councillors.

Win!
The new fitness equipment has been 
installed at the Straight Bit Rec.  This 
was an initiative of the FH Residents’ 
Association, spearheaded by Pam 
Mannering.  She applied for and 
obtained a grant from the National 
Lottery for the full cost – but it would 
have expired at the end of September 
if unused by then, so everyone 
was anxious to get it in place.  The 
installer had a cancellation so it was 
put in at short notice; positioning was 
determined by Wendy Thompson, 
Parish Clerk, in consultation with the 
installer.  Although designed primarily 
for adults, children have also enjoyed 
trying it out.

FHRA say: “Leisure facilities for all ages 
are much needed in the village  We are 
delighted that the fitness equipment 
has now been installed.  It is a great 
example of our community working 
together.  I would particularly like to 
thank former Chair of FHRA Cllr Pam 
Mannering for her stoic commitment 
to realising this project.  Without 
Pam’s determination and successful 
funding application to the Big Lottery 
Fund the fitness equipment would not 
be in place.  We hope it will be used 
freely by all ages to advance physical 
education, well-being and fun!”

FLACKWELL HEATH 
COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION

IN CONJUNCTION WITH

THE FLACKWELL HEATH  
RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

present a

QUIZ NIGHT
 

SATURDAY 19TH OCTOBER

Tables of 8 or you can join  
another table

Tickets £10 Includes supper,  
bring own drink and glasses

Community Centre at 7.00pm

For Tickets Call:

01628 522751

Availability of 
Community Centre

Want to book a hall for your activity?  
During the week, slots are now 
available within the time-bands 
below:

Main Hall

 Day Time

 Mon 11am - 2pm

 Tues 8am - 7.30pm

 Wed 8am - 3.30pm

 Thurs Noon - 6.30pm

 Fri Noon - 3.30pm

Sarney Room

 Mon 11am - 10pm

 Fri 8am - 10pm

Weekend slots also available for some 
dates. See   Page 8 for contacts.
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Litter Pick – We hope to hold our next 
Litter Pick on Saturday 19 October 
from 10am to 1pm.  Everyone is 
welcome, including children and 
dogs.  We will meet in the Jubilee 
Garden and will supply litter-pickers, 
bags and gloves.  We will also be 
gardening in Jubilee Garden but 
please bring your own tools for this.  
We hope to see you then.

Jubilee Garden – We have met 
regularly on the second Tuesday 
morning of the month throughout the 
year and this has enabled us to keep 
on top of the weeds.  We would love 
to have more people join us.  If you 
can give up an hour or two please 
join us, we usually meet from about 
10am.  We would like to thank Rob 
Hawker for supplying us with more 
chippings for the Christmas tree area 
and are pleased to report the plants 
damaged by the contractors installing 
the new fence have been replaced.

The Old Nursery – At the time of 
writing there is no further news to 
report.  I contacted the officer in 
charge of the case and was told 

they weren’t expecting to hear the 
Inspector’s decision for a while yet.

RAF Daws Hill – Although we agree 
this site being brownfield must be 
developed before greenfield sites 
are released, we wish to see the best 
possible development for the area.  
We have therefore presented our 
concerns to WDC, as we believe the 
necessary infrastructure should be 
in place before the site is occupied, 
otherwise current problems will 
be exacerbated.  We confined our 
concerns to those likely to affect 
Flackwell Heath:

 • traffic issues

 • water supply and sewerage

 • educational provision

 • medical facilities

Carolyn Leonard

Chair of FHRA Planning and 
Environment Group

01628 526512

fhra-planning-environment@
flackwellheath.net 

FLACKWELL HEATH RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION  
PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT GROUP

Peggy Woolhouse

Local History Group
After a short summer break, the Local 
History Group is back in full swing.  Our 
first event this season, on 2 September 
was an illustrated talk by Mike Dewey 
entitled ‘Flackwell to Flackwell’.  This 
circular tour in old photographs was so 
popular we had to turn people away at 
the door, with a promise that it would 
be repeated on 21 October.  Tickets are 
already selling fast so don’t miss out.

Before this we have an Open Evening 
on 7 October.  There will be two 
short presentations on House History, 
and another by John Oldale on his 
experiences working at Glory Mill, with 
plenty of time for discussion.  The full 
programme is available in the library, it 
is free so just ‘Drop-In’ !!

We have a very special event planned 
to take place at 3.00pm on Sunday 
27 October outside the Community 
Centre.  This will be a formal unveiling 
of the large stone plaque which used 
to be in the apex of the roof of the old 
Flackwell Heath School.  For many years 
this was lost to the village but last year 
was ‘found’ in the garden of Joy and 
Norman Nea.  It will now be mounted 
in a sturdy oak frame on the front wall 
of the Community Centre.

On Wednesday 6 November we 
welcome Catherine Grigg from the 
Wycombe Museum who will give a 
presentation on the chair-making history 
of the town, with particular reference to 
Windsor chairs.  Tickets will be on sale 
in the Library from early October at £5 
(£3 to FFHCL).

Finally Quiz addicts can look forward 
to an event on 29 November.  Watch 
this space for full details.

Flackwell Amblers
If you would like to join us on Sunday 
20 October, the Flackwell Amblers will 
be going for a walk at Stoke Common.  
We will be meeting at the former 
Budgens’ car park at 10am.  This walk 
will last approximately 2 hours and is 
undertaken at your own risk.  Please 
wear walking boots or strong shoes.  
N.B. This walk may be subject to 
change at short notice due to prevailing 
weather conditions.  The next date for 
your diary is Sunday 17 November.

C.Barker

Unclaimed Raffle Ticket
At the Cherry Fayre a winning ticket 
with the name ‘N. Paine’ had on it a 
mobile phone number that must have 
contained an error as it failed to work. 
Does anyone recognise the name?  If 
they do could they please contact 
01628 522600 with and tell us your 
mobile number for verification.  It is 
believed that the ticket was bought 
outside Budgens two weeks prior to 
the Fayre.

A1 TAXI SERVICE
Flackwell Heath & surrounding area

01628 851466
HighWycombe & surrounding area

01494 441000
4 - 6 - 8 Seater Vehicles Available

Minimum Fare From £3.50
Airports - Seaports - London Theatres

01628 851466
01494 441000

Call Stephen  
for all your electrical work:

• Interior & Exterior wiring • 
• Upgrades & repairs • 

• Outside security lights • 
• Emergency service •

01628 850968 
07790 546975

email: stephen.moorhaven@btopenworld.com
member of Elecsa • CRB checked
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Joe Griffin
TV AERIAL SERVICES

Call Marlow 01628 439115
A part of

Poor Reception Solved - Aerials repaired & supplied

TVs - Hung on your wall for you.  Also supplied & tuned

Extra TV Points - For aerial and Sky (In HD!)

Sky TV - Also Foreign Language TV

Methodists
Our Harvest Thanksgiving 
celebrations on Sunday 6 October 
will be making donations to The 
One Can Trust Food Bank in High 
Wycombe.  There will be a guest 
speaker from One Can for our 
11.00am service, and our own 
Minister, Rev. David Miller, leading 
our worship at the 6.30pm service.  
We will also collect food items 
for needy families in Romania, 
flowers, fruit and vegetables for 
folk in the village, and money on 
our money tree for Women’s Work 
in Bolivia.  Please join us in our 
celebrations.

Our Girls’ Brigade Harvest Service 
will be on Tuesday 8 October 
from 6.00pm, when the girls and 
their leaders would also love you  
to join them.

October’s Sunday Live is on 
Sunday 13 with food available 
from 10.15am, and the service at 
11.00am - with the theme of ‘The 
Greatest Commandment’ and will 
be led by Deacon Ruth Richey.  
We welcome all who enjoy a 
family-friendly style of worship.

On Sunday 27 October at 
6.30pm we will hold our monthly 
‘Celebrate’ service, with live 
music for our worship songs 
and a relevant message, led by 
our Minister, Rev David Miller.   
Please join us for this.

All of our weekly groups have 
started again for the new term, our 
Saturday coffee mornings 

continue from 10.00am-
12.00noon and our regular 
worship services at 11.00am and 
6.30pm on Sundays.

For further information on any of 
the above or about our church’s 
activities, please see our web site 
http://www.fhmc.org/ or contact 
Gill Alexander 01628 520901 or 
Shirley Wallis 01628 523022.

Christ Church held another 
Holiday at Home, a 
holiday club for those of 
more mature years, during 
August.  Nearly 40 people 
from the village enjoyed a 
fantastic three days of activity, fun 
and companionship, with a superb 
cooked lunch every day.  Among 
the many activities were short mat 
bowling, flower arranging, calligraphy 
and computer, art and music classes.  
The Social Services and NHS also 
provided advice and information.

Taste the Goodness – You are warmly 
invited to celebrate Harvest Festival 
on Sunday 6 October.  At the 8.30am 
Holy Communion, the 10.00am All-
Age Service and the 6.30pm Harvest 
Holy Communion Service (which 
will also offer healing prayer) gifts of 
‘harvest’ food (fresh produce, tins & 
packets) will be received.  They will 
be given to One Can Trust, the High 
Wycombe Emergency Food Bank and 
Flackwell Heath Age Concern Day 
Centre.  We will have the One Can 
Trust wheelie bin in the Foyer for two 
weeks from Monday 30 September.

A Creative Harvest Art Exhibition 
reflecting the creative skills of the  
Chapel Road Art Group and others 
in the village will be open for free 
viewing from 6 - 13 October in the 
Church Centre.

Christ Church regularly 
hosts a Traidcraft Stall, 
every second Sunday, selling 
fairly-traded goods, from 

tea, coffee and chocolate, to 
dried fruits, cereals and gifts.  

Make your fairly-traded purchases 
here and make a difference!  Our 
next stall is 13 October.

An All Saints Eve ‘Light and Bright’ 
Fun Night for will be held at the 
Church Centre on Thursday 31 
October.  It will be an afternoon 
and evening of fun, activity, games, 
film and excitement for all primary 
school aged children.  The cost is just 
£1 per person, to include a hot dog.  
Please book your place at the Church 
Office.

Do visit www.ccfh.org.uk to find out 
about your Parish Church, including 
a short history and details of the 
many different activities and ways 
in which Christ Church serves the 
community.  For details of regular 
services and further information on 
any of the above please contact the 
Church Office in Chapel Road: 01628 
533004 (9.00am – 1.00pm Monday 
to Friday).

OSTEOPATHIC CLINIC 
Michael Thornton ND, DO

Treatment for pain in the back, 
neck, shoulders, knees and hips 
Sports injuries and headaches

25 Heath End Road 
01494 433072 or 07799713117

Hundreds of DVDs now only £1 per night 
So why not treat yourself to a bottle of wine, a 

good DVD and a quiet night in?
• 

Quality beers wines and spirits with 
10% off most wines and the cheapest 

cigarettes in Flackwell Heath
Tobacco, newspapers, sweets, snacks,

  Paypoint – pay bills and mobile top ups

Express Videos & Off License
 3 Straight Bit  

9am - 11pm 
every day

01628 298224



4

A group of people to whom 
we are greatly indebted 
are our ‘Friends’.  They 
are those who have made 
a donation to support the 
cost of running the library 

and helping to make it a welcoming 
environment for all users.  This was 
conceived as an annual contribution.  
Dave Trotter, the new Friendship 
Secretary, will be contacting existing 
Friends with a view to renewing their 
contribution.  If you feel inclined to 
join this special group of people, 
please contact Dave on 01628 
524332.  A Friends membership card 
entitles you to a discount on the ticket 
price for many of the events held at 
the Library.

Are you interested in starting your 
own reading group? Such groups 
can meet in the library or your own 
home.  They get together to talk 
about new titles, best sellers and all 
types of books.  When you register 
your reading group you enjoy the 
following benefits:

 •  Access to exclusive Reading 
Group Book Collections 
available to borrow in 
Buckinghamshire

 •  Free reservations for chosen 

books

 •  Free publicity for your group at 
your local library 

 •  Advice on book selection and 
stock availability

If you are interested please leave 
your contact details at the library for 
Caroline or Ellen.

Did you know we can provide drama 
playsets for groups of readers or 
performers?  The collection is varied 
and contains works by playwrights 
from Arthur Miller and Dario Fo to 
Alan Ayckbourn, Tom Stoppard and 
Mike Leigh.  Also on offer are playsets 
of pantomines including Aladdin 
and his Magical Lamp, Cinderella 
and Beauty And The Space Beast. 
Alternatively a magical and hilarious 
pantomime, ‘Over The Moon’, is 
available.

Ninety children participated in the 
Summer Reading Scheme, Creepy 
House, and many collected stickers 
and certificates.

The Community Association have 
kindly donated to the library an 
almost complete run of Grapevines 
from 2005 to 2013.  These are 
available in ring binders to study, but 
not to loan.

ˇ

Flackwell Heath Community LibraryCherry Fayre
On Tuesday 3 September with the 
proceeds from this year’s Cherry Fayre, 
Terry Darby and Graham Parsons from 
the Flackwell Heath Cherry Fayre 
Committee proudly presented £1750 
each to the local branch of Age Concern 
and to Oasis, a branch of Christ Church’s 
charity, helping people cope with 
bereavement.  Receiving the cheques 
were Barrie Walmsley, Chair of the local 
branch of Age Concern and Reverend 
Chris Bull representing Oasis.  Since its 
reintroduction in 2005, the Cherry Fayre 
has donated over £30,000 to local good 
causes and entertained over 50,000 
people – a remarkable achievement.

Sadly the 2013 Fayre was the last the 
current Cherry Fayre Committee, will 
be organising.  Recent changes to the 
Recreation Ground with a reduction 
in available space mean that it is no 
longer viable to run the event in its 
current format.  The Race Night planned 
for November and next February’s 
Quiz night will, however go ahead as 
planned, and the profits raised given to 
another locally-based charity.

Terry Darby and Graham Parsons

LADY PAINTER & DECORATOR
Painting &

Wallpapering
NO JOB

TOO SMALL

 0771 4420772 / 01494 716441

www.rphtreeservices.co.uk

Your Local Tree Surgeon 
Office:  01628 533355

Mobile: 07748 314950

Email:  info@rphtreeservices.co.uk
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News 
October 2013
Summer has a’been 
and gone….!!
Well, our summer turned out 
to be rather better than last year, 
so I hope that you all had a safe and 
secure time - either at home or away.  
By the time you read this, the evenings 
will be well and truly drawing in, and 
it will only be a few weeks until the 
official end of ‘Summer Time’ - even 
though ‘Autumn’ officially started on 1 
September.  

The clocks GO BACK 1 HOUR at 2 
am on Sunday 27 October
As Autumn progresses and we head 
relentlessly towards Halloween, 
Bonfire Night and Christmas, don’t 
forget to review your property security.  
Statistics show that with the earlier 
evening darkness, there is an increase 
in the number of burglaries.  Make 
sure that you have reset any timers 
controlling a radio or house lighting 
to reflect the increase in the hours 
of darkness.  Anything you can do 
to make your house look occupied 
will be beneficial.  And if your alarm 
sounded during recent power outages, 
your ‘back-up’ battery is probably in 
need of replacement.

Rogue Traders
One of the important roles of any active 
Neighbourhood Watch scheme is for 
the members to be aware of, and keep 
an eye open for, the more vulnerable 
residents in their neighbourhood, 
regardless of whether they have 
chosen to belong to the scheme or not.  
The elderly, especially those living on 
their own, are particularly at risk to the 
devious tricks employed by so-called 
‘Rogue Traders’.  If you have watched 
the series on TV, you will be aware of 
some of the dire consequences of their 
activities - and they are no respecters 
of our ‘No Doorstep Selling Zones’.

During the summer, one of our scheme 
coordinators was very much ‘on the 
ball’, and spotted some major work 
being done on a resident’s driveway, 

despite the fact that the 
drive had only recently 
been re-laid!  Contact 
with the relatives of the 
elderly resident who 

was living on his own, 
confirmed that NO work 

should be being undertaken at 
the house in question.  The police were 
involved and the work was stopped, 
although it appeared that money may 
have changed hands.   

So, if you see something happening 
which looks unusual, unexpected or 
out-of-context, don’t just sit on your 
hands and watch; go and enquire, or 
phone the police.  If it is genuine, no-
one will be the worse off.  If it turns out 
to be something untoward, then your 
action will have been justified.

NEW Wycombe District 
Neighbourhood Watch Association 
Web-site

If you are fortunate enough to have 
access to the Internet, then pay a visit to: 
www.neighbourhoodwatchwycombe.
org/ 

You will find lots of useful information 
there, relating to home and personal 
security, etc.

For further information on these topics 
or about Neighbourhood Watch, 
contact:

David Gresswell 
Area Co-ordinator, Flackwell Heath 
Tel: 525019 
e-mail: flackwell-nhwatch@talktalk.net

Police General & Non-emergency 
number: 101

Public Safety Team  
(Anti-social behaviour): 01494 421087

Crimestoppers (Anonymous): 0800 555 
111

Trading Standards (Consumer Direct): 
0845 4 04 05 06

ACTION FRAUD: 0300 123 2040 
www.actionfraud.police.uk

NEW NHS: 111 (replacing NHS Direct)

‘NEW’ 
www.neighbourhoodwatchwycombe.
org/

Mark Ashton’s 
Cycle Ride

I completed the Prudential Ride London-
Surrey 100 on 4 August in the very 
respectable time of 5 hours 38 minutes.  
Riding on closed roads through London 
and the Surrey Hills with fantastic crowd 
support was an amazing experience but 
more importantly I was able to raise 
over £1000 for RNIB.  As an optometrist 
I see first-hand the devastating impact 
that sight loss can have on people’s 
lives.  I decided to ride for RNIB 
because the charity not only supports 
people who are often beyond the scope 
of an optometrist’s care, but also does 
great campaigning work with the aim of 
eliminating avoidable sight loss.

Mark Ashton

Mark’s sponsorship page is open until 4 
December and can be found at www.
virginmoneygiving.com/MarkAshton 

Ashton Opticians
O P T O M E T R I S T S

1 Acorn House, 12-16 Straight Bit, Flackwell Heath

PRIVATE AND NHS EYE EXAMINATIONS
SPECTACLES  & CONTACT LENSES

Your independent practice in 
Flackwell Heath 

for value, style and personal service 

  
01628 530420

www.ashtonopticians.co.uk

Partners:  Mr. M. W. Ashton BSc.(Hons), MCOptom, 
Mrs R.V. Ashton BSc.(Hons),MCOptom
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The Original British 
Baby Signing Classes 

www.singandsign.co.uk 

Help your baby to communicate BEFORE speech 
with our award winning MUSIC programme 

Classes in High Wycombe 
& Princes Risborough 

For more information contact: 
mariawebster@singandsign.co.uk 
07885 944904 

For babies age 6-18 months 
Free trial classes available 

The Annual Flackwell Heath Family 
Fireworks evening will be held on 
Saturday 2 November this year at the 
Carrington School Sports Field at the 
end of Chapel Lane starting from 6pm.

Flackwell Heath Fireworks is a popular 
event run by village volunteers from the 
Carrington Schools Parent Association, 
Friends of Juniper Hill and 1st Flackwell 
Scout Group.  All the profits get split 
between the three organisations and are 
used to provide facilities for Flackwell 
Heath children and teenagers in the 
schools and Scouts.

There will two firework displays on the 
same night with a break in between for 
a cup of tea and snacks from Friends 
of Juniper, pint of beer and mulled 
wine from Carrington Schools Parent 
Association, and Scouts’ barbecued hot 
dogs including veggie ones.

A “best Guy” competition will be held 
for children (with some parental help 
and a raid on the wardrobe!)  All that 
hard work will be burnt in minutes on 
the bonfire once the winning Guy has 
been judged by the heads of the three 
schools.  The prize is a cinema voucher.

Entrance is £7 each on the day or £5 in 
advance from the schools or Flackwell 
Heath shops (under 5s free).

There is limited parking nearby in the Car 
Park behind Budgens (thanks to it being 
re-opened) or on local roads.  Most of 
the village walk to the event and build 
up an appetite for a barbecued hot dog!

If you like fireworks, this is a great 
family evening out.  Show your 
support for the three schools and the 
Scouts of Flackwell Heath by coming 
along and watching two great shows! 
Rory Maguire

Dates For Your Diary
October

Monday 7 Local History Group (LHG) Open Evening with John Oldale, see 
page 2.

Saturday 19 Quiz Night, 7pm Community Centre, see page 1.

Monday 21 LHG repeat talk by Mike Dewey ‘Flackwell to Flackwell’ at 
Library, see page 2

Sunday 27 Unveiling of School plaque, 3pm, Community Centre, see page 
2.

November

Wednesday 6  LHG talk at Library on local chairmaking history, see page 2.

Saturday 23 Charity Fayre, 10.00 - 1.00. at Christ Church.

Saturday 23 Christmas Race Night at Community Centre, see page 2.

Friday 29 Local History Group Quiz at RBL, see page 2

December

Friday 6 Call My Wine Bluff at Age Concern Day Centre.

Flackwell Heath 
Bowls Club

Following a most enjoyable skittle 
evening last January, members of 
the club have decided to purchase a 
portable skittle alley for use within 
the clubhouse and possibly outside.  
Hopefully we will be able to arrange 
matches against fellow Bowling Clubs 
and other suitable organisations with the 
possibility of maybe hiring the facility to 
outside parties.

Our annual competition for the Ron 
Fenn trophy against our local rivals 
Glory Mill Bowls Club was won by 
Flackwell Heath in a very enjoyable and 
competitive match on a lovely summer 
Sunday, followed by a ploughman’s 
platter, a few social drinks and Martin’s 
awful jokes!!

Evening WI

Our August outing to Wrest Park 
in Bedfordshire was a success; the 
weather was beautiful and the gardens 
interesting.  (The estate was used by 
The National Institute of Agricultural 
Engineering for many years, but is 
now run by English Heritage).  

The speakers in September, Caroline 
Podesta and Ian Johnson, told us 
about the work of magistrates and the 
operation of the courts.  Although we 
do not intend to appear in the dock, 
we should know what is being done 
on our behalf.

Members were urged to make craft 
items for sale at the WI Christmas 
Fayre and the Flackwell Charity 
Fayre.

The next meeting incorporates the 
Annual Meeting, when we review 
the year.  The Group Meeting in 
October should be interesting: Roger 
Askew will talk on ‘Publishing Pride 
and Prejudice’ (next year is the 200th 
anniversary).

Sue Arnautov

Fireworks Night 2nd November

Flackwell Heath 
Women’s Institute
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Mart in
V e h i c l e  s e r V i c i n g 

A d a m s
• General car repairs and maintenance

• Free courtesy car available
• Tyres, exhausts and batteries supplied and fitted

• Latest diagnostic equipment for all makes of vehicle
• Air conditioning service available 

01628 850000
email: info@mavs.co.uk 

Alexander House, Wessex Industrial Estate, Bourne End, Bucks, SL8 5DT Mart in
V e h i c l e  s e r V i c i n g 

A d a m s

Your LocaL MoT speciaLisT 
A friendly family run business with 30 years experience

Servicing all cars, new and old 
also light commercial vehicles.

The Mavericks
Anthony Deacon has set up a new 
amateur theatre group, The Mavericks.  
He hopes to make it a community group, 
whose prime purpose is to entertain.  
People of all ages (minimum 12) are 
welcome to join as long as they bring 
energy and enthusiasm to the group; 
he also aims to provide opportunities 
for younger members of the group, not 
just to act on stage but also to become 
involved in the more technical aspects 
of production.

Anthony has considerable experience 
in the world of amateur theatre, both 
acting and writing.  He tells me he has a 
cupboardful of scripts, which means the 
group will not have to pay expensive 
performance fees.  Sally Joseph-Green 
is Anthony’s ‘right-hand person’ in this 
enterprise: she provides the essential 
adminstrative and practical support.  
Her teenage children, like Anthony’s, 
are members.

Anthony and Sally both live in Flackwell 
and would like to base The Mavericks’ 
activities at the Community Centre, 
although for logistical reasons the first 
ever-performance was at the Beacon 
Centre in Holtspur in September.  This 
was ‘Virus – A New Strain’, which he 
wrote and developed in workshops with 
the group.  20 people appeared on stage, 
and others help behind the scenes.

In December, the group intend to 
perform a pantomime at the Community 
Centre – for further details, see our 
December issue.

Recruiting for future activities is now 
taking place; by the time you read this, 
lead roles in the panto may have been 
cast, but open auditions, for the chorus 
and also back-stage and front-of-house 
roles, may still be ahead.

Martin Adams Car Services have been 
kind enough to give this initiative their 
sponsorship and support.

Contact: Email: info@themavericks.org.
uk, Website: www.themavericks.org.uk

This year Anna Rose Dance, previously known as the Rita Trigger School of 
Dancing, is celebrating 50 years of teaching dance in Flackwell Heath.  The 
school was founded in 1963 by Anna’s grandmother, Rita Trigger.  Rita taught 
dance in Flackwell Heath until 2010 when she retired and Anna took over the 
running of the school.

To celebrate, the school put on a dance show at the Flackwell Heath Community 
Centre on Sunday 21 July.  It featured dancers aged 4 up to adults performing 
ballet and tap routines and was followed by refreshments for all the students 
and parents.  Honoured guests were, naturally, Rita Trigger and her long-time 
accompanist Peggy Woolhouse.

The school runs classes in ballet, modern and tap in the Flackwell Heath 
Community Centre on Monday and Wednesday afternoons.  More information 
can be found on their website www.annarosedance.co.uk 

Anna Pike

50 YearsDancing!

R o y a l  I n d I a n  C u I s I n e

eat in at our Restaurant in Bourne end

THE LAST VICEROY 
Takeaway

5.00pm – 10.30pm 
7 days a week

3 Common Road  
Flackwell Heath HP10 9NS

www.thelastviceroy.com

01628 532830 - Collection 
01628 528943 - Delivery

10% Discount on Collection

 NOw  

OPEN



Editor: Sue Arnautov 
58, Chapman Lane, Flackwell Heath,  

HP10 9BD  •  01628 523907 
Tim Kendell  •  01628 521149 
grapevine@flackwellheath.net

Delivery: Pauline Cooper 01628 522562

Design: jillw.mjdesign@btinternet.com

Subscriptions: Sue Rushton 01628 521673

The Grapevine is printed by  
Spot On Print using vegetable inks on  

Revive silk recycled paper,

FSC certified and totally chlorine free.

Flackwell Heath Community 
Association

Chairman:  Chris Cramer 
 01628 526129

Secretary Chris Thomas 
 01628 520361

Treasurer Val Weston

 01628 523213

Centre bookings  Denise Anstey, 
 07903 070503 
fhca-bookings@flackwellheath.net

Keyholder Express Video Shop

Reg Charity No. 1044870

GrapevineGrapevine

8

Flackwell may be some way from 
London, but several London cabbies 
have made their home here.  Melvyn 
Christie has lived here for the last 13 
years since he and his wife Ann moved 
out from Harrow.  They like Flackwell 
very much, for the surroundings and 
especially the people ‘always something 
going on’.  Until she retired in 2010 Ann 
was a School Secretary at the Wye Valley 
School.

Melvyn has his own black (actually 
dark blue) cab, in which he does about 
30,000 miles a year.  He is independent 
and works the hours he chooses, which 
when he began 25 years ago was one of 
the attractions of the job for him.  As a 
TV and video repair man, he could see 
that he was in a declining industry, and 
he wanted to be his own boss.  It took 
him 2½ years to learn ‘the knowledge’ 
- the fearsomely detailed info. on the 
routes in London, based on the shortest 
distance (not the fastest journey) 
between two points.  Scientists have 
found that London cabbies have a larger 
hippocampus (part of the brain) than 
the rest of us, and this is thought to be 
a consequence of all that memorising.  
If you don’t pass the test, then TfL don’t 
give you a license – no arguing.  They 
also insist on CRB checks, health checks 
and strict vehicle standards e.g. a tight 
turning circle.  But you no longer have 
to carry a bale of hay for your horse, a 
legacy of the horse-drawn cab era that 
lasted long into the motor age!

Melvyn began by plying for hire on 
the street, but then joined Com Cabs.  
This worked well, but recently he has 
joined Hailo.  This, set up by 3 cab-
drivers, works by a mobile phone app.  
Customers call a cab using their app 
and get a time, a picture of the driver 
and the registration number.  The driver 
knows just where to pick up, and that 
the customer does not have a record of 
bad behaviour or non-payment.

Melvyn works from mid-day onwards 
and is busiest in the early hours; custom 
is now picking up after a quieter time 
during the economic downturn.  There 
is a camaraderie and etiquette among 
cabbies – they help each other.

Melvyn and Ann are great theatre-goers.  
She has connections with Scarborough 
and they go there to catch every new 
play by Alan Ayckbourn (he’s written 
77 so far), but their tastes are much 
wider than that.  Melvyn counteracts 
all that sitting in the cab with running, 
and has run several marathons and half-
marathons.  And then they have their 
grandchildren....which brings us to the 
reason they rang The Grapevine:

In July, Melvyn had a call in the usual 
way, to go to Kensington Palace.  
His passengers turned out to be the 
Middletons, on their first visit to meet 
their new grandson at St Mary’s Hospital.  
They were naturally very excited, but 
also apprehensive about the swarms of 
reporters and cameras waiting outside.  
The cab number had been sent ahead, 
so that Melvyn could go through easily 
and draw up right outside the door.  It 
was only when the Middletons climbed 
out to be met by a hospital big-wig that 
the crowd realised who they were.  Of 
course, Melvyn had already given them 
his good wishes, and assured them that 
grandchildren are a great joy – and less 
trouble than their parents!

Melvyn Christie 
London Cabbie CW

CHATTELWORTH    
LIMITED

All general building work plus
Full Decorating Service
Purpose-Made Joinery

Maintenance Free Products
First class service at competitive prices
Call now for a no obligation estimate

Local Authority Approved

95a Queens Road, High Wycombe, Bucks  
HP13 6AH

Tel/fax 01494 461544 

DON THE HANDYMAN
 QUALIFIED PLUMBER AND TRADESMAN 

LOCAL AND RELIABLE SERVICE 

• General property maintenance, 

including the little things that 

need fixing

• Bathroom refurbishments a 

speciality

• Your DIY problems solved!

Please call to see how I can help

07957 490142
www.donthehandyman.co.uk

What goes on in Flackwell Heath ??
We think that there are about 75 charities, clubs, activities and groups in 
Flackwell Heath. They range from helping out at Age Concern to playing 
football. But there is no way of finding out what is available. The FH Community 
Association would like your help in preparing a Directory. 

Please send information on what your organisation does and a contact number 
to grapevine@flackwellheath.net


