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THE

December ‘13

Flackwell Heath Library Presents

‘ON THE ROAD AGAIN’
Another Musical Evening with

John Dunsterville
with Phil Berry on Double Bass

Songs from your youth, old and new, 
with more hilarious stories  

of life on the road!  

Flackwell Heath Community Library

Wednesday 11 December

7.30 for 8.00 – 10.30pm

Entrance by Ticket Only, £5 form the 
Library

(£3 to Friends of the Library)

CALL MY WINE BLUFF
Friday 6 December    7.00 for 7.30

In aid of the Age Concern Day 
Centre

Join us at the Day Centre, Flackwell 
Heath, for a light hearted evening to 
try your wine-tasting skill (or luck!).

Can you sort out the ‘true’ 
description of the wine you have 

just tasted, or will you be fooled by 
the very plausible ‘bluffs’? 

Compete in teams of 6 to 8.  Either 
enter a complete team or enter in 
smaller numbers and we will join 

you into a team.

Tickets are £10 and will include a  
light supper (please bring your own 
drinks and glasses), and there will 

be a raffle.

Tickets are limited so please contact 
the Day Centre office, to assure your 

place.  Tel: 01628 526113  or   
01628 522016

r r r r r

The Heath Singers’  
Christmas Concerts

REJOICE
12 & 13 December  

at 8pm

Christ Church,  
Chapel Road

£8 including a festive drink

Tickets available from  
1st November

contact Pam 01628 525019

Lighting the Tree

Saturday 7 December

from 16.45

Jubilee Garden beside  
Community Centre

Short service led by  
Rev. Chris Bull

Carols

Refreshments indoors afterwards

Organised by FHRA



Can you play Badminton?
We are a group of mature ladies who 
meet at Flackwell Heath Community 
Centre on Fridays from 6.30pm until 
8.00pm.  If you are of a good, social 
badminton standard of play, we would 
love you to come and give us a try.  Please 
Contact Jan Fanning on 01628527506 
or Sue Stevens on 07874709551. 
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CARRINGTON SCHOOLS - It was a 
privilege to meet the JRSOs (Junior 
Road Safety Officers) at the Carrington 
Travel Plan Team meeting recently.  
They gave a very informative account 
of the Road Safety Morning that they 
recently attended.  Their comments 
and concerns were very pertinent and 
perceptive regarding the traffic and 
parking issues local to the school.  
They are extremely concerned about 
the safety of all the children attending 
the schools and raised these parking 
issues: 

• That parking on both sides of Chapel 
Road narrows the road so much that 
emergency vehicles cannot pass.

• Parking across the kerbs makes it 
impossible for pedestrians, particularly 
those with buggies to walk on the 
pavement, so they have to use the 
carriageway.

• Parking on the bend near the mini-
roundabout makes visibility round the 
bend impossible.

They also raised the following issues, 
which they feel endangers the children 
on the Junior School site:

• Vehicles using the driveway as a 
turning circle.

• Vehicles reversing into the main 
pedestrian entrance to let children 
out.

Perhaps the most interesting point 
brought up was that although there is 
plenty of parking in what was Budgens 
Car Park, the JRSOs feel parents are 
too lazy to walk from there, through 
the alley, to take and collect their 
children.

I should like to thank the JRSOs for 
allowing me to record their comments 
and also to say how much I enjoy 
working with the schools.  I hope 
that the next time I meet the JRSOs 
they will report that these issues have 
improved.

LITTER PICK & GARDENING – A 
really big thank you to all those of 
you who have given your time to 
litter pick and garden recently.  You 
will notice bark chippings have been 
spread over the beds in the Jubilee 
Garden.  Bulbs were also planted in 
the area around the Christmas tree.  It 
was disappointing to note that more 
litter was collected in a shorter time 
this time compared to the litter pick 
we did in June.

We are also delighted to report that 
our Gardening Group now has its very 
own green wheelie bin, which means 
that hopefully trips to the tip will no 
longer be required.  Our thanks go to 

Councillor Savage 
for endorsing the 
need for the bin at 
the bin exhibition.

Have you noticed 
the new planter on 
the corner of Spring Lane opposite 
the college?  We would like to thank 
the residents in the area who have 
contributed time, plants, bulbs and 
other materials to help us start this 
new initiative to improve the character 
of the village.  If you feel something 
similar is needed in your area please 
contact me.

RAF DAWS HILL – This application is 
due to go before the WDC Planning 
Committee in November.  We will 
update you on this in the next edition 
of ‘The Grapevine’.

QUIZ NIGHT – Thank you to all of you 
who supported this event held jointly 
with the Community Association.  Our 
share of the profit from the event will 
be going towards the Christmas lights.

CHRISTMAS LIGHTS CEREMONY & 
CAROLS – This popular village event 
will be held on Saturday 7 December 
from 5pm in the Jubilee Garden when 
the Christmas tree will be lit and 
favourite Christmas Carols will be 
sung.  Children! I am sure there will 
be a visit from a very special person.  
We would also like to invite you to 
join us in the Sarney Room afterwards 
for refreshments.

STOP PRESS – Please take the 
opportunity to come along and 
look at some possible designs for 
the rejuvenation of the Straight Bit 
Recreation Ground Playground.  These 
will be on display in the Community 
Centre for an hour or so before the 
Lights Ceremony starts at 5pm.

EVENTS IN 2014 – We are working on 
a number of fun events for next year, 
so put these dates in your diary:

• 1 March - a fun Casino Night

• 29 March – Wine Tasting 

Also we are joining with other village 
organisations to bring you a special 
SUMMER EVENT on Sunday 13 
July.  Further details will be in future 
editions of ‘The Grapevine’

All that now remains is for us to wish 
you all ‘A VERY HAPPY CHRISTMAS 
AND NEW YEAR’.

Carolyn Leonard 
Chair of FHRA Planning and 
Environment Group 
01628 526512 
fhra-planning-environment@
flackwellheath.net 

FLACKWELL HEATH RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION 

Peggy Woolhouse

Age Concern Video
Ken Ross has made available a video 
of the History of the Flackwell Heath 
Day Centre.  He has put it on the web, 
on YouTube, and also on the Flackwell 
Heath website:  www.flackwelheath.
net.  If using the YouTube site, search 
for Ken Ross Day Centre – then it’s 
first on the list.

New FHRA logo, designed by Theo 
Smith
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Methodists
December 8  Advent Sunday Live - 
Toy and Gifts Service.  Food from 
10.15am and service at 11.00am.led 
by Liz Miller.  Toys and gifts are taken 
to Wycombe Women’s Aid

December 15  Cafe-style Christingle 
Service at 4.00pm led by Rev. David 
Miller.  A service for all the family.

December 22  Candlelit Carol 
Service at 4.00pm led by Rev. David 
Miller.  Coffee and mince pies after 
the service

CHRISTMAS DAY  Family Service 
10.30am led by members of our 
Church family.  Children are 
encouraged to bring one of their 
presents.

January 5 2014  Annual Covenant 
Service at 3.00pm led by Rev. David 
Miller followed by a shared tea.  We 
will be joined by members of Marlow 
and Marlow Bottom Methodist 
Church, and everyone who enjoys this 
Methodist tradition is very welcome.

January 12  Sunday Live service led 
by Nigel Sweet.  Food from 10.15am 
and Service at 11.00am

January 26  Celebrate service at 
6.30pm led by Rev. Singa Vunipola.  
A service of Live Music, Praise and 
Prayer.

In January 2014 we are looking forward 
to re-launching our Sunday School/
Junior Church, and we welcome any 
children who would like to join us.  
Our Sunday morning services will 
begin with the whole church family 
together and the children will then 
go to their own activities.  We will 
be publicising this around the village 
during December.

On Saturday mornings 11, 18 and 25 
January and 1 February we will be 
running a course ‘Too Busy Not to 
Pray’ from 10.30am – noon.  For more 
information contact Gill Alexander on 
01628 520901.

For all further information about what 
goes on at the Methodist Church visit 
our website www.fhmc.org.uk/ or 
phone 01628520901 or 523022.

We are growing: From 
Sunday 1st December 
Christ Church will have 
three services every 
Sunday: at 9.00am a more 
traditional Holy Communion 
service with hymns; at 10.30am 
a more contemporary service with a 
mixture of styles and a full range of 
children’s and youth groups, and at 
6.30pm a quieter evening service to 
end the day.

Celebrate Christmas at Christ 
Church: Christmas is a great time 
of celebration… why not plan to 
include a visit to your Parish Church 
to remember the birth of Jesus Christ, 
the reason for the season!  Specifically 
Christmas services include: 

Sunday 1 December – Advent Sunday 
10.30am: Toy and Gift Family Service: 
Christmas gifts of new toys, men’s 
clothes and toiletries may be brought 
for distribution through London City 
Mission.

Sunday 8 December 10.30am: 
Nativity Service: “A Seasonal 
Scrapbook” with refreshments served 
afterwards.

Sunday 15 December 6.30pm: 
Carols by Candlelight – a traditional 
Service of Lessons and Carols, with 
refreshments be served afterwards.

CHRISTMAS EVE – Tuesday 24 
December

2 - 4pm: “Masterchef Open House” 
- Christmas food fun for the whole 
family.

4pm: Crib Service – a short service for 
younger children with the Christmas 
story.

11.15pm: Traditional Midnight Holy 
Communion.

CHRISTMAS DAY – 
Wednesday 25 December 
10.30am: A short Family 
Celebration of Holy 

Communion for Christmas 
Morning

EPIPHANY - Sunday 5 January 2014

9.00am: Holy Communion for 
Epiphany.

10.30am: Epiphany Family Service.

6.30pm: Holy Communion with 
Prayer for Healing.

New Year resolutions... Must gets to 
grips with praying... Must discover 
what Christian faith is all about... 
Must get some creative ideas on 
parenting.  Good news! Coming in 
the New Year... Sunday sermon series 
on Prayer and  ‘The Prayer Course’, 
a six week course on getting you 
into prayer... the ALPHA Course – a 
fantastic way to explore the Christian 
faith for yourself in the company of 
others... Positive Parenting and Drug 
Proofing Your Kids – helping you to 
help your kids.  Watch out for further 
details.

•  Are you thinking about having 
your child christened/baptised?  As 
a first step why not come along to 
our next Exploring Baptism Tea at the 
Christ Church Centre on Sunday, 19 
January, 3.30 – 5.00 pm.

•  Planning a Wedding for 2014?  
There is information and other helpful 
advice on getting married in Church 
on the Church website.  Visit www.
ccfh.org.uk for details.

•  Visit www.ccfh.org.uk, email 
admin@ccfh.org.uk or phone 01628 
533004 for further information on 
all our regular services and all that is 
happening at your Parish Church this 
December and January.

Mart in
V e h i c l e  s e r V i c i n g 

A d a m s
• General car repairs and maintenance

• Free courtesy car available
• Tyres, exhausts and batteries supplied and fitted

• Latest diagnostic equipment for all makes of vehicle
• Air conditioning service available 

01628 850000
email: info@mavs.co.uk 

Alexander House, Wessex Industrial Estate, Bourne End, Bucks, SL8 5DT Mart in
V e h i c l e  s e r V i c i n g 

A d a m s

Your LocaL MoT speciaLisT 
A friendly family run business with 30 years experience

Servicing all cars, new and old 
also light commercial vehicles.
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OSTEOPATHIC CLINIC 
Michael Thornton ND, DO

Treatment for pain in the back, 
neck, shoulders, knees and hips 
Sports injuries and headaches

25 Heath End Road 
01494 433072 or 07799713117

Evening WI

We celebrated the 56th Birthday 
of the FH Evening WI with a buffet 
supper, the dishes provided by our 
members and organised by Wendy 
Mander, Jo Martin and Elizabeth 
Lyon.  Well fed, we relaxed 
and listened to Peggy Verrall’s 
description of ‘Panning for Gold by 
Lake Baikal’.  Peggy was learning 
Russian, and had a chance to join 
a small group going to Siberia, 
primarily because of its unusual 
geology.  Always ready for a 
challenge, she bought a geologist’s 
hammer, took her camera and set 
off on the long journey, flying to 
Irkutsk via Moscow.  They went 
on by bus, ferry, train and foot 
through country that was bleak, 
even in summer, but beautiful.  
They panned for gold in various 
streams, but didn’t find even a 
speck (and one of the party has 
samples from all over the world), 
but they did see some uncommon 
crystalline ores and rocks.  The 
local population is sparse, and 
lives mostly by tourism: a spur of 

the Trans-Siberian Express is their 
lifeline.  A strange place on the 
edge of the world.  The evening 
ended with birthday cake, made 
by Liz Payne, and a cup of tea.

December’s meeting is a complete 
change of mood: ‘Gilbert & 
Sullivan and the Savoy Operas’.

At the Group Meeting in October, 
we heard about another ‘different’ 
world, that of Jane Austen.  
Roger Askew told us about her 
background, her family, her life, 
and the circumstances in which 
she wrote ‘Pride and Prejudice’, 
first published in 1813.  Five 
members followed this by 
going to an enjoyable Georgian 
Day, organised by the County 
Federation.

The Institute ran a stall at a WI Craft 
Fayre at Hazlemere in November; 
despite stiff competition, we 
raised a reasonable amount for our 
funds.  We will also participate in 
the Fayre at Christ Church in late 
November.

Sue Arnautov

Flackwell Heath Women’s Institute

Old School Plaque
The plaque from Flackwell’s old 
Infant School, rescued at the time 
of demolition, has returned to its 
(almost) original site.  Now on the 
wall of the Community Centre, it was 
unveiled by Mr Norman and Mrs Joy 
Nea (née Weedon), in whose garden 
the plaque has been for the last 30 
years.  Its return was organised by 
the Local History Group, advised by 
architect Mr James Fanning and Mr 
Stewart Linford, whose workshop 
provided the wooden frame.  The 
Community Association, Residents’ 
Association, Local History Group and 
Councillor Johncock’s ward funds all 
contributed to meet the considerable 
cost.  After the unveiling, there was 
an opportunity to watch a short film 
of the demolition of the old School 
building, with the dismantling of the 
clock tower (now at Juniper School) 
and removal of the plaque.

Photo: James Fanning

No Jigsaw Library on New Year’s Day!
In 2014, the first Wednesday in January is New Year’s Day – so 
the Jigsaw and Paperback Library at the Community Centre will 
NOT be open.  

In other months, this Library will be open as usual on the first Wednesday, from 
1.30pm to 3.30pm.  We have a huge number of jigsaws and paperbacks, with fresh 
ones coming in every month.  Charges are modest and all profits go to Community 
Centre funds, used mostly to maintain the building.

LADY PAINTER & DECORATOR
Painting &

Wallpapering
NO JOB

TOO SMALL

 0771 4420772 / 01494 716441

www.rphtreeservices.co.uk

Your Local Tree Surgeon 
Office:  01628 533355

Mobile: 07748 314950

Email:  info@rphtreeservices.co.uk
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News 
December 2013
PARCEL DELIVERY SCAM 
FOILED 

Readers who are registered to 
receive TVAlerts may have already 
read this, but here it is for the wider 
audience.

A vigilant resident foiled an attempted 
parcel delivery scam recently.  So that 
you and your family and friends can be 
better prepared to deal with this sort of 
scam, here’s how it worked.  

An unexpected parcel was delivered 
to the resident’s home by a recognised 
delivery service, correctly addressed 
to the resident by name.  As there was 
nothing on the outside of the package 
to indicate its origin, the parcel had to 
be opened and was found to contain 
a mobile phone.  The supplier – who 
was NOT the service provider – was 
contacted and the resident was told that 
an order had been placed in his name, 
payment being made using a credit 
card issued by a bank NOT used by 
the resident.  The company would not 
reveal any other information.  Following 
advice from NHWatch, the police were 
informed and the resident was advised by 
them to retain the item and NOT release 
it to anyone without due authority.  The 
following day, the resident was visited by 
a man who claimed that a parcel had been 
incorrectly delivered to the resident’s 
address and he had come to collect it.  
The resident was ‘unable to assist’ the 
man who went away empty-handed.  The 
resident reported this further event to the 
police and the phone supplier who then 
contacted the service provider (Orange) 
and the delivery company who arranged 
for secure collection of the item. 

It appears that the fraudster was able to 
set up an account with Orange using 
the Internet and could then order the 
phone using the false account details, for 
delivery to the address of our resident.  

If the phone had been 
released to the caller, the 
account would have been 
cancelled and the phone 
disposed of for cash.  The 

phone supplier and service 
provider would have been 

the ones out of pocket.  It does 
seem inappropriate that suppliers are 

prepared to set up accounts over the 
Internet for payment by Direct Debit, 
without checking with the relevant bank 
that the account is genuine.

So, if you receive an unexpected parcel, 
you know what to look out for!

Help Needed

The Carrington Avenue scheme is 
currently without a member who is able 
to receive TVAlerts by e-mail.  If you live 
on Carrington and would like to help 
them, contact myself and I will explain 
what is involved.

Well, this is the last NHWatch News for 
2013 – I hope that you have found my 
offerings over the year of interest and 
value.  I wish you all a healthy, secure 
and happy Christmas and will be back in 
February 2014.

 For further information on these topics 
or about Neighbourhood Watch, 
contact:

David Gresswell 
Area Co-ordinator, Flackwell Heath 
Tel: 525019 
e-mail: flackwell-nhwatch@talktalk.net

Police General & Non-emergency 
number: 101

Public Safety Team  
(Anti-social behaviour): 01494 421087

Crimestoppers (Anonymous): 0800 555 
111

Trading Standards (Consumer Direct): 
0845 4 04 05 06

ACTION FRAUD: 0300 123 2040 
www.actionfraud.police.uk

NEW NHS: 111 (replacing NHS Direct)

Flackwell Heath 
Community 
Library

CW
CHATTELWORTH    

LIMITED
All general building work plus

Full Decorating Service
Purpose-Made Joinery

Maintenance Free Products
First class service at competitive prices
Call now for a no obligation estimate

Local Authority Approved

95a Queens Road, High Wycombe, Bucks  
HP13 6AH

Tel/fax 01494 461544 

This year the library has 
organised two events to help 
you celebrate Christmas.  

On Wednesday 11 December John 
Dunsterville will be entertaining us with a 
second visit to his Life on the Road musical 
extravaganza.  Full details are on posters 
in the library and around the village, and 
tickets are available at the library.

On Saturday 14 December 10.30-12.30 
there will be a children’s Christmas craft 
session at the library.  This is free and 
Mums and Dads are invited to enjoy tea, 
coffee and biscuits while the children 
make decorations, cards and other 
seasonal crafts. 

With Christmas fast approaching you 
might like to know that you can borrow 
pantomime play-sets from the library. So 
why not organise your very own family 
pantomime this year ? 

Do you know anyone who is blind or 
partially sighted?  Would they like to 
receive an audio version of the news from 
the Bucks Free Press each week?  This is 
available on a free CD or USB which can 
be posted to them.  Otherwise copies are 
available in the library each week on a 
CD.

Do you appreciate that reading doesn’t 
have be a solitary pastime?  Many readers 
get great pleasure from comparing notes 
with other people who enjoy the same 
style of books.  The Library can arrange to 
issue multiple copies of the same book to 
a group, who can then meet up to discuss 
their experience of reading that book.  This 
can be in the home of one of the group 
members or at the library by arrangement.  
So if are you interested in helping to set 
up a Book Club, leave your name, address 
and telephone number at the library.  We 
will promote the interest and compile a 
list of likely joiners.

A1 TAXI SERVICE
Flackwell Heath & surrounding area

01628 851466
HighWycombe & surrounding area

01494 441000
4 - 6 - 8 Seater Vehicles Available

Minimum Fare From £3.50
Airports - Seaports - London Theatres

01628 851466
01494 441000
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The Original British 
Baby Signing Classes 

www.singandsign.co.uk 

Help your baby to communicate BEFORE speech 
with our award winning MUSIC programme 

Classes in High Wycombe 
& Princes Risborough 

For more information contact: 
mariawebster@singandsign.co.uk 
07885 944904 

For babies age 6-18 months 
Free trial classes available 

Local History Group
Our last talk of the year was very 
enjoyable and informative.  This 
was by Dr Catherine Grigg, from 
Wycombe Museum, and her topic was 
Windsor Chairs.  These created major 
employment in the Thames Valley and 
Chilterns Area, later centred in High 
Wycombe.  In her talk, which was 
illustrated with many photographs, 
Catherine told us how to recognise 
Windsor chairs from different regions 
and manufactured in different 
centuries.

In 2014 we will again have a full 
programme of events, the first of 
which will be on Monday January 27 
- Fennels Wood, Then & Now.  This 
will be a miscellany of different aspects 
of Fennels Wood and will include a 
talk and a short film.  Details will be 
available early in the New Year on 
posters in the Library and around the 
village.

Our new venture, The Fact Finding 
Forum will start on Tuesday 21 January 
and continue on the third Tuesday 
of each month.  These evenings will 
provide an opportunity to discuss our 
current research topics and suggest and 
start new ones.  Find out more about 
our small but growing collection of 
maps etc. and bring along any items 
of interest i.e. photos, old papers, 
memorabilia and add to our spoken 
reminiscences.  We look forward to 
you dropping in and having a cup of 
tea or coffee.

An Appeal: We would like to complete 
the catalogue of Adviser & Grapevine 
magazines kept in the Library.  To have 
a complete and continuous collection 
is our aim.  Have you any old copies 
you would be happy to donate or loan 
long enough for us to take copies?  We 
have most Advisers until 1982 and 
Grapevine from 2005 to the present.  
Please contact Pat Trotter, 01628 
524332. 

Hundreds of DVDs now only £1 per night 
So why not treat yourself to a bottle of wine, a 

good DVD and a quiet night in?
• 

Quality beers wines and spirits with 
10% off most wines and the cheapest 

cigarettes in Flackwell Heath
Tobacco, newspapers, sweets, snacks,

  Paypoint – pay bills and mobile top ups

Express Videos & Off License
 3 Straight Bit  

9am - 11pm 
every day

01628 298224

Joe Griffin
TV AERIAL SERVICES

Call Marlow 01628 439115
A part of

Poor Reception Solved - Aerials repaired & supplied

TVs - Hung on your wall for you.  Also supplied & tuned

Extra TV Points - For aerial and Sky (In HD!)

Sky TV - Also Foreign Language TV

Wycombe Orpheus Cygnets
To see the power of one tiny lady 
over 16 men, you needed to be in 
Christ Church on 15 November, 
where the Cygnets (a group of 16 
of the ‘younger’ Orpheus Male 
Voice Choir members) provided a 
wonderful evening of entertainment 
with songs ranging from pop to opera 
to music from the shows – all sung in 
wonderful 4-part harmony.  The lady 
in question was conductor Louise 
Langley, whose wide-ranging talents 
were evident when the audience 
were treated to her singing Adele’s 
‘Make you feel my love’ and a setting 
of the Lord’s Prayer, both of which she 
accompanied herself.  The evening 
was in aid of the Oasis Self Help 
Bereavement Group based at Christ 
Church.

Alison Peach

Dates For Your Diary December

Friday 6 Call My Wine Bluff at Age Concern Day Centre, see page 1.

Saturday 7 FHRA Christmas Lights, 16.45 at Jubilee Gardens, see page 1.

Saturday 14 Children’s Christmas Craft session at the Library, see page 5.

Wednesday 11 Musical Evening at the Library with John Dunsterville,  
see page 1.

Thursday 12 & 
Friday 13

Heath Singers Christmas Concerts: ‘Rejoice’ at 8pm in Christ 
Church, see page 1.

Saturdays 14 
& 21

Mavericks’ pantomime ‘Jack of Atlantis’ at Community Centre, 
2.30 and 6.30pm, see page 1.

Sunday 29 Flackwell Amblers’ walk, see page 6.

January

(NO Jigsaw Library on New Year’s Day)

Tuesday 21 LHG Fact Finding Forum at Library.

Monday 27 LHG talk on ‘Fennels Wood, Then and Now’.

February

Saturday 1 Quiz at Community Centre, see page 8.

Flackwell Amblers
We wish you all a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year.  If you 
would like to join us on Sunday 
29 December 2013, The Flackwell 
Amblers will be going for a local 
walk.  We will be meeting at the 
ex-Budgen’s car park at 10.00 am.  
This walk will last approximately 
2 hours and is undertaken at your 
own risk.  Please wear walking 
boots or strong shoes.  N.B. This 
walk may be subject to change 
at short notice due to prevailing 
weather conditions.

There are no walks for January & 
February 2014 so the next date 
for your diary is Sunday 23 March 
2014.

C.Barker

Call Stephen  
for all your electrical work:

• Interior & Exterior wiring • 
• Upgrades & repairs • 

• Outside security lights • 
• Emergency service •

01628 850968 
07790 546975

email: stephen.moorhaven@btopenworld.com
member of Elecsa • CRB checked
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Jack of Atlantis
Jack of Atlantis is a new original 
pantomime, performed by The Mavericks 
drama group for the first time.  It follows 
Jack and his trusty dog Patch, in their 
quest to find Atlantis.  Jack of Atlantis 
has everything you would want from a 
pantomime.  A dashing hero, a wise-
cracking dog, a Dame, an evil baddie, not 
one but two comedy duos, plus mermaids 
and pirates!  Kids coming to watch the 
show are encouraged to join in the fun!  
There will be a Costume Parade at the end 
of the show for all children who come 
to the show dressed up.  The Mavericks 
look forward to welcoming shoals of sea 
creatures, packs of pirates and myriad 
mermaids!

We have licences to serve alcohol pre 
show and during the interval of all the 
shows. There will also be soft drinks and 
sweets available for children.

The Mavericks are also looking for local 
businesses who may want to advertise 
in the programmes for the panto (which 
will be given out at the shows), or would 
be happy to donate prizes for the raffles 
to be drawn on the show nights (their 
generosity would also be mentioned in 
the programme).  Local businesses who 
are interested should email admin@
themavericks.org.uk.

Most of Year 6 recently went on an 
activity holiday.  Afterwards they wrote 
about it for The Grapevine; below is the 
winning account, and selections from 
some of the others.

“Hands waving.  Mouths grinning. 
Shouting goodbye.  A PGL trip at 
Boreatton Park in Shropshire.  It seems 
like it happened a long time ago.

Today we did doing the trapeze.  We 
all put on our harnesses and sat on 
the bench apart from Kiera.  My knees 
were trembling like an elephant’s trunk 
waving madly.  I jumped up 
and grabbed the pole.

At this very moment I am 
sitting in the shed with my 
harness on ready to go on the 
zip wire.  It is my turn to go on 
it.  Ben 1 checked my harness 
and off I went.  I zoomed 
down and when I was down 
I nearly dropped my rope in 
the river.

It is time to face...open 
canoeing with Conner and 
JP (AKA Jacket potato).  I am 
sitting in a canoe with: Tori, 
Lucie and Chloe.  When we 
pushed against jp’s boat his 
boat toppled over and he was 
drenched.  Everybody laughed 
when he fell in.

It is now dinnertime at the 
amazing cafeteria.  Today 
it is macaroni cheese and 

rice.  We are sat at 
our favourite table 
number fourteen.

We went back to 
our cabins getting 
ready to go to the 
camp fire.  The fire 
took place at the 
ampi theatre.  We 
sang lots of songs.  
The song I liked 
best was the pirate 
song.

During pgl I have 
learnt that teamwork 
matters.

Maddie Briant

“Abseiling was 
really frightening” 
- Santhorsyan 
Thiyaparan, “...this 
fun challenge where 
you had to crawl 
through a tunnel 

that gets smaller and smaller...” - David 
Clarke, “High ropes is an assault course 
in mid air” - Fivo Jones, “I got really 
dirty” - Jorja Townsend, “Mrs Hall was 
awesome at the Disco” - Katie Worrall 
and finally “The most fun week ever” - 
Archie Isaac.

And those who didn’t go? “Wednesday 
was THE BEST. I’ll give you one word: 
Pizza” - Tom Fortnam.

(PGL is said to mean ‘Parents Get Lost’! - Ed.)

Carrington Year 6 Goes PGL!

Ashton Opticians
O P T O M E T R I S T S

1 Acorn House, 12-16 Straight Bit, Flackwell Heath

PRIVATE AND NHS EYE EXAMINATIONS
SPECTACLES  & CONTACT LENSES

Your independent practice in 
Flackwell Heath 

for value, style and personal service 

  
01628 530420

www.ashtonopticians.co.uk

Partners:  Mr. M. W. Ashton BSc.(Hons), MCOptom, 
Mrs R.V. Ashton BSc.(Hons),MCOptom

DON THE HANDYMAN
 QUALIFIED PLUMBER AND TRADESMAN 

LOCAL AND RELIABLE SERVICE 

• General property maintenance, 

including the little things that 

need fixing

• Bathroom refurbishments a 

speciality

• Your DIY problems solved!

Please call to see how I can help

07957 490142
www.donthehandyman.co.uk
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The Mavericks’ 
Pantomime

“Jack of Atlantis”
FH Community Centre

14 & 21 December
2.30 & 6.30pm

Bar, soft drinks, snacks
Tickets £5

(more details next month)

Quiz Night
Questionmaster: Craig Lewis

Saturday 1st February 
Community Centre

7.30pm

Tickets £10 including Supper 
Bring Your Own drinks (no bar)

Tables of 8  
or we will join you with others

Tickets: Graham Parsons on  
01628 810886 or e-mail at  

graham.m.parsons@googlemail.com

Flackwell has a potential judo star: 
Chloe Dodge.  She is barely 11 years 
old, but achieved third place in the 
country at the British Championships 
for 10 to 12 year-olds recently.  
And she really only entered for the 
experience, not expecting to do so 
well!  However, she has a already 
amassed 43 medals – 16 gold, 15 
silver and 12 bronze – in various local 
tournaments since she started judo in 
October 2010 and started competing 
in February 2011.  This year she got 
a silver at the Kent International, and 
Gold in the London Open.

The present form of judo was 
developed by a Japanese master 
from about 1882; it has a strict code 
of respect and good behaviour.  It 
is a contact sport, but it is about 
holds and throws, with kicking and 
punching leading to disqualification.  
While aggression is required, it has 
to be kept strictly under the fighter’s 
control.  Competitive classes are 
determined by age and weight; 
Chloe is currently in the under 28 
kilo class.  Girls are in the minority, 
about one third of the participants, 
but usually only fight other girls.  
Fights commonly last two or three 
minutes, but may go on for perhaps 
6 minutes until one contestant scores 
an ‘ippon’, the judo equivalent of a 
knock-out.

Chloe was introduced to judo 
by watching a demonstration at 
Carrington Junior School (where 
she is now in Year 6).  It appealed 
much more than her ballet classes.  
The demonstrator, Sam(antha) 
Dobrowolski, is now her coach.

Sam was once part of the National 
Junior squad and is currently making 
a return to high-level competition 
after having two sons.  She recognises 
the debt she owes her own coach, 
and finds great satisfaction in passing 
on to others the enthusiasm and skills 
that she herself received.  She likes 
seeing all her pupils enjoy themselves 
and develop, and it is particularly 
gratifying when she gets a talented 
pupil like Chloe.

Chloe trains twice a week at 
Micklefield Judo Club, where Sam 

is an instructor.  This is a long-
established all-age club, celebrating 
its fortieth anniversary this year; it 
trains at King’s Wood School, High 
Wycombe.  Chloe also trains at an 
after-school group at Carrington and 
does gymnastics (‘It helps with the 
balance you need for judo’).  About 
twice a month, she participates 
in weekend tournaments which 
may be far-flung – Southend, Kent, 
Kidderminster.  Her mother, Sonya 
Stone, supports Chloe’s ambition and 
enthusiasm by driving her daughter 
to all these places, and, of course, 
financially.  It is demanding, but 
she wants Chloe to have the best 
opportunities to make progress.  Her 
elder daughter, Nicole, took up judo 
when she saw how much Chloe 
enjoyed it, but has been unable to 
fight lately because of injury.

Chloe is a very poised, determined 
and focused young woman.  She 
obviously has talent in her chosen 
sport.  Keep an eye open for her – she 
may become well-known beyond this 
area.  We wish her every success.

Sue Arnautov, in conversation with 
Chloe, Sam, Nicole and Sonya

Photo: Tim Burt, www.timburtphoto.
com

Chloe Dodge – Judo Star


