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This year’s programme was called 
“Rejoice” and it was indeed a particularly 
joyful performance.  As always, Peggy 
Woolhouse had put together a splendid 
mix of the familiar and the new (to 
me at least).  Jan Churchouse, skilled 
accompanist, provided that essential 
link between Peggy’s direction and the 
choir’s performance.

I loved the way Maureen Foster’s reading, 
“It was not silent in Bethlehem,” led into 
a quiet selection evoking the wonder 
and awe of the ‘holiest night of the 
year.’  As a primary school teacher, I also 
appreciated Maureen’s comic account 
of one school’s nativity play, ending 
with, “Mary’s had a girl and we’re going 
to call her Sue.”

This gained added meaning later at the 
Thursday performance when no children 
came forward from the audience to 
start singing “Away in a Manger.”  Eve 
Heard, who was originally one of the 
child singers, then a choir member, 
and now standing among the audience, 
sang it solo right to the end, with her 
11-week-old, dark-haired daughter 
sleeping peacefully in her arms.  Never 
has “Bless all the dear children in thy 
tender care” seemed more poignant.  
There were tears in the audience.

Mention must also be made of the 
other soloists, Susan Papworth, Angela 
Peerless and Glenys Francis.  After 

watching “The Choir” on television, 
I feel even more for those brave souls 
whose lone contributions add such an 
edge to the rendering of even the most 
well-known carols!

The wine and mince-pies in the interval, 
the ridiculously youthful Father Christmas 
telling jokes, the foot-stomping, bell-
shaking Jingle Bells sing-along, it was all 
there.  Without it, Christmas would just 
not be the same.  Long may it continue!

Susan Tripp

Valentine’s Disco
14th February

8pm - 12.30am

Flackwell Heath Golf Club

Bar, Light Refreshments

Raffle

Tickets, £15 per person, from 
Julie Santos 07825415666

Promoted by three mums from  
Juniper Hill School who are running the 

London Marathon - Julie Santos,  
Kerri Cicirello and Dawn Martin.

Raising money for Power International 
which is a Wycombe based charity raising 

funds for children with disabilities  
in Africa and Asia.

Donations can also be made  
on the website:  

www.justgiving.com/JulieDawnKerri

The Heath Singers’ Christmas Concert

‘Away in a Manger’  
Photo:Jonathan Heard

I live in Ealing but for me Christmas always begins in Flackwell Heath with 
the Heath Singers’ Christmas Concert.  Only a carol concert, where I can 
listen to the Christmas songs and join in with the carols, whose words I 
remember by heart, can take me back to my youth and give me that warm 
festive feeling that makes me believe that Christmas is nearly here.
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OLD NURSERY SITE
I was somewhat surprised to 
receive an e-mail from the 
Department of Communities and 
Local Government (DCLG) during 
December asking if we would like 
to comment on Buckinghamshire’s 
Gypsy and Traveller and Travelling 
Showpeople Accommodation 
Needs Assessment (updated GTAA) 
which was published in August 
last year.  I must admit on reading 
it on publication it didn’t cross 
my mind that we would be given 
this opportunity to comment and 
so unfortunately no notes were 
made, hence reading and writing a 
submission took more time than it 
might have done.  We submitted in 
time and at present are considering 
our reply to the submission from 
the Traveller’s expert witness.  At the 
Inquiry in May the Traveller’s ‘expert’ 
repeatedly claimed a significant lack 
of supply of pitches in the area but at 
the time there was no real evidence 
for or against this stance.  Clearly 
DCLG feel the updated GTAA is 
material to the decision they have 
to make regarding this site and we 
are pleased we have been given this 
opportunity but obviously, due to 
the time being allowed for this extra 
consultation, the decision regarding 
the site has been deferred and is 
unlikely until early March.  Should 
you be interested in reading it, the 
updated GTAA is available on the 
WDC website.

RAF DAWS HILL
This application was approved at 
the November Planning Committee 
meeting subject to a number of 
outstanding matters to be decided 
by WDC’s Head of Planning together 
with the Chair of the Planning 
Committee.

MVAS
Speeding in the village has long 
been recognised as a problem by 
villagers and the mobile vehicle-
activated sign is providing firm 
evidence of this.  During the first 
showcase week, the sign was on 
Straight Bit (see page 6).  At present 
the sign is situated on Blind Lane, 
monitoring each side for a fortnight, 
although it will have covered the 
Christmas period which is likely to 
be atypical.

CHRISTMAS SHOP 
WINDOW DISPLAY 
COMPETITON 
We were pleased that so 
many of the businesses in the 
village took part contributing  
to the festive feel in the village.  The 
results were:
Overall Winners:
1st  Daisy Gift Shop
2nd  Louvains Hair Salon
3rd  Iain Rennie Hospice at Home 
Charity Shop
Best Window Display Using lights:
1st   Brian’s Hairdressing
2nd Jackson Howes Estate Agents
Highly Commended:
A1 Taxi – Best small window 
display
The Pet Store – For inventive use of 
Christmas stock
Making Sense – Using stock as an 
Advent calendar
Giggles – The best Father Christmas
Our thanks to all who took part and 
we hope even more businesses will 
enter this year.

CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTS 
SWITCH ON
This was a lovely occasion with 
the winners of the Christmas art 
competition switching on the 
lights.  Our thanks go to everyone 
who helped us and especially to 
Chris Bull for organising and taking 
the service, Father Christmas for 
dropping in at such a busy time of 
year, the Patels for the Indian treats 
and Sainsbury’s for the mince pies. 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY:
 •  Saturday 1 March  - A Fun 

Casino Night at 8 pm – see 
page 5

 •  Monday 17 March – FHRA 
AGM at Royal British Legion: 
7.30pm for 8pm

 •  Saturday 29 March – Wine 
Tasting Event

 •  Sunday 13 July – Summer 
Event

Carolyn Leonard
Chair of Planning and Environment 
Group 01628526512
fh ra-p lanning-envi ronment@
flackwellheath.net

FLACKWELL HEATH  
REsidEnTs’ AssoCiATion 

Peggy Woolhouse

About a dozen children 
plus parents attended the 

Library Christmas Craft event on Sat 14 
December.  The children made cards, 
bookmarks etc. with the expert help 
of some of the local W.I. members.  
Mums and dads enjoyed mince pies, 
tea and coffee.

It is nearly two years since the Library 
was ‘taken over’ by the village to 
become a Community Library.  We now 
have an excellent team of experienced 
volunteers who man it.  Shortly we will 
be carrying out a survey into how you, 
the inhabitants of Flackwell Heath, 
perceive the library; how you think 
the service could be improved; and 
if you have any suggestions for other 
library-related activities we could 
offer.  If you do not receive a survey 
form through your letter box, a copy 
can be obtained from the library.

Do you have a few hours each week 
to spare?  We are always looking to 
strengthen our team of Volunteers, 
previous experience of library work 
is not required as full training will be 
given.  If you are interested please call 
into the library and meet one or two 
of our Volunteers.  Ask them about 
their involvement.

Flackwell 
Heath 
Community 
Library

Ashton Opticians
O P T O M E T R I S T S

1 Acorn House, 12-16 Straight Bit, Flackwell Heath

PRIVATE AND NHS EYE EXAMINATIONS
SPECTACLES  & CONTACT LENSES

Your independent practice in 
Flackwell Heath 

for value, style and personal service 

  
01628 530420

www.ashtonopticians.co.uk

Partners:  Mr. M. W. Ashton BSc.(Hons), MCOptom, 
Mrs R.V. Ashton BSc.(Hons),MCOptom
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Methodists
Our Minister, Rev David Miller, is on 
sabbatical study leave until April. For 
pastoral care needs during that time 
please contact any of our stewards:  
Gill Alexander 01628 520901; 
Suzanne Soper 01494 673403; 
Shirley Wallis 01628 523022; 
Queenie Creswick 01628 528326 
or our Church Secretary: Sue Bussey 
01628 523599.

Sunday Club
From Sunday 26 January there will 
be activities for 3-11 year olds from 
10.30am - 12.00pm on the 4th 
Sunday of every month, with stories, 
crafts, dressing up, singing and 
refreshments.  Please contact Gill 
on 016128 520901 or Suzanne on 
01494 673403 if you’d like to know 
more.  We are looking forward to 
this new venture for the children of 
our young families.

A Time and a Place for Prayer
On Saturday mornings, starting on 1 
February 10.30 - 11.30am, our Quiet 
Room will be available for a time of 
prayer.  This could be for a group to 
pray together or for individuals to 
make space in their lives for prayer.  
Our Coffee Morning will be running 
at the same time - so please feel free 
to join either activity on a Saturday 
morning.

Weekday Groups
These are all back in full swing 
after the Christmas break with a 
programme of activities to suit all 
ages.  Please look on our website 
www.fhmc.org.uk to see if there is 
anything that you would like to be 
part of.

‘Sunday Live!’ on 9 February will 
be led by Pam Sweet and the team 
and all families with young children 
are very welcome.  Bacon butties 
are served from 10.15am and the 
worship begins at 11.00am.

‘Celebrate’, our monthly Praise 
Service will be held on Sunday 23 
February at 6.30pm with live music.  
Rev John and Deacon Ruth Richey 
will be leading our worship at that 
service.

‘Women’s World Day of Prayer’ will 
be held on Friday 7 March.  Please 
book the date.  More details will 
appear in the next edition of The 
Grapevine.

We are growing: Christ 
Church now has three 
services every Sunday: a 
9.00am more traditional 
Holy Communion service 
with hymns; a 10.30am 
more contemporary service with a 
mixture of styles and a full range of 
children’s and youth groups, and a 
6.30pm quieter evening service to 
end the day.  There is something 
for everyone.

Christ Church is hosting a Fabulous 
Film Night on Friday 7 February 
from 6.00pm-7.30pm.  The film 
will be suitable for and open to 
all primary school age children.  
The cost is £1 per person to cover 
the cost of refreshments (popcorn, 
drink and ice lolly).

Christ Church hosts the One Can 
Trust Wheelie Bin from 3 - 16 
February.  One Can Trust provides 
food parcels to local people in 
need.  You can help by donating and 
‘depositing’ gifts of non-perishable 
food via us any morning during 
that fortnight.  A ‘shopping list’ is 
available on the Church website.

Fairtrade Fortnight 2014 runs 
from 24 February to 9 March and 
reminds us to be fair to those who 
produce what we buy.  Christ 
Church is a Fairtrade Church 
serving Fairtrade refreshments on 
Sundays and in Coffee Stop and 

runs a Fairtrade Shop on 
the second Sunday of 
every month (next shop - 

Sunday 9 February).

Coffee Stop is open to 
all... and serves fantastic 

fairly-traded tea and coffee with 
daily newspapers, and provides a 
warm and friendly place to meet 
old friends and make new ones.  
It runs every weekday morning 
during term-time from 9.00am to 
11.30am. Why not come along…

Are you thinking about having 
your child christened/baptised?  
As a first step why not come along 
to one of our regular ‘Exploring 
Baptism’ Sunday afternoon teas at 
the Christ Church Centre.

Planning a Wedding for 
2014/2015?  Have you considered 
getting married in Church?  We 
would be pleased to assist you in 
your thinking.  There is information 
and other helpful advice on getting 
married in Church on the Church 
website.  Visit www.ccfh.org.uk for 
details.

Please contact the Church Office 
for further information on any of 
the above or to book your place 
on any of the courses or for details 
of regular services: 01628 533004 
(9.00am – 1.00pm Monday to Friday)  
or admin@ccfh.org.uk

Mart in
V e h i c l e  s e r V i c i n g 

A d a m s
• General car repairs and maintenance

• Free courtesy car available
• Tyres, exhausts and batteries supplied and fitted

• Latest diagnostic equipment for all makes of vehicle
• Air conditioning service available 

01628 850000
email: info@mavs.co.uk 

Alexander House, Wessex Industrial Estate, Bourne End, Bucks, SL8 5DT Mart in
V e h i c l e  s e r V i c i n g 

A d a m s

Your LocaL MoT speciaLisT 
A friendly family run business with 30 years experience

Servicing all cars, new and old 
also light commercial vehicles.

Christ Church Charity Fayre
The sum of proceeds from all stalls 
was £2173.85  Fantastic!  Thank you 
to Alison Harvey for organising the 
event and Christ Church for hosting 
it.  This year’s Fayre is on Saturday 15 
November.

LADY PAINTER & DECORATOR
Painting &

Wallpapering
NO JOB

TOO SMALL

 0771 4420772 / 01494 716441
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I hope you all had a safe 
and enjoyable Christmas.  
It seems a long time ago 
now doesn’t it  Here we 
are at the beginning of 
February – a month of the 
new year gone already!

PROPERTY MARKING 

It’s been said many times before, but it 
is still worth repeating: statistics show 
that less than 10% of stolen property is 
ever reunited with the rightful owner, 
simply because there is NO way to 
identify who the rightful owner is!  The 
use of appropriate property marking 
could be invaluable in the unfortunate 
event that you lose or have a valuable 
item stolen.  There is also a free on-
line service called ‘Immobilise’ 
(www.immobilise.com) where you 
can register details of your valuable 
items.  The police have access to this 
database which helps them return 
stolen property to its rightful owner.

CYBER STREETWISE

‘Are you savvy on-line?’  Perhaps not 
as streetwise on-line as you would like 
to be or think you are?  The National 
Fraud Agency has launched a new 
campaign, ‘Cyber Streetwise’ to help 
give us all some essential tips to 
improve our awareness on-line and 
help keep important stuff safe.  Believe 
it or not, most of the population 
are not doing enough to protect 
themselves!  Adopting a few simple 
on-line behaviours can help keep you 
and your family safer, such as:

1.  Using strong, memorable 
passwords.

2.  Installing anti-virus 
software on new 
devices.

3.  Checking privacy 
settings on social 
media.

          4. Shopping safely on-
line – always ensuring to check on-line 
retail sites are secure.

5. Downloading software and 
the application of patches when 
prompted.

You can read more about the campaign 
at www.cyberstreetwise.com.  If you 
use social media, they also have an 
account on Twitter at www.twitter.com/
cyberstreetwise and on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/cyberstreetwise

 

For further information on these topics 
or about Neighbourhood Watch, 
contact:

David Gresswell 
Area Co-ordinator, Flackwell Heath 
Tel: 525019 
e-mail: flackwell-nhwatch@talktalk.net

Police General & Non-emergency 
number: 101

Public Safety Team  
(Anti-social behaviour): 01494 421087

Crimestoppers (Anonymous): 0800 555 
111

Trading Standards (Consumer Direct): 
0845 4 04 05 06

ACTION FRAUD: 0300 123 2040 
www.actionfraud.police.uk

NEW NHS: 111 (replacing NHS Direct)

Flackwell Heath & Loudwater 
Local History Group

In recent issues we have mentioned 
that the Group are planning a varied 
and interesting programme of events 
for 2014.  This began in January with 
a new venture of monthly Fact Finding 
Forums.  These will continue on the 
third Tuesday of each month, the next 
being 18 February.  Do call in and see 
how we are doing and how you can 
add to our projects. 

Also in January was the first in our 
new ‘Then and Now’ series, where we 
looked at the changes which have taken 
place, and which continue to take place 
as the seasons change through the year, 
in Fennels Wood.

During the course of this year we 
are planning a series of talks to 
commemorate the Centenary of the 
start of World War l.  The first of these 
will describe the research we have 
undertaken into various aspects of the 
village at that time and the men who 
went to war.  We will be considering 
not only those who made the ultimate 
sacrifice, and are remembered on the 
war memorials, but those who survived 
the war.  Often these men will have 
been gassed, or badly wounded, or 
performed heroic deeds recognised 
by the award of a medal.  How do we 
remember those men and women?  
This is a joint meeting with the British 
Legion, and is at their premises in 
Flackwell on 24 March.

Other dates for your diary include:

April 26 and May 10 - Guided walks of 
the former Glory Mill site.

May 12 - Family History Evening.

Full details of these events will be given 
in future editions.

Rotary Collection
Over December local Rotary members 
took a sleigh and Santa and walked some 
of the streets of Flackwell collecting 
money for their charities.  They also 
collected at Sainsbury’s.  They managed 
to raise in excess of £4,800 and will be 
making a donation to ‘The Friends of 
Flackwell Heath Library’ in recognition 
of the generosity of Sainsbury’s in 
allowing them to collect there.  Their two 
main charities this year are Alzheimer’s 
Research UK and Life Education Centres 
(a Rotary-sponsored charity aimed at 
primary school children to show them 
how to say no to drugs, bullying and 
other ‘bad’ influences).

Richard Monger



5

We were required to discuss a short 
list of four resolutions selected by 
the National Federation for possible 
future campaigns, and vote for our 
individual choices.  The topics were: 
more use of convalescent homes, 
support for organ donation, more 
active attempts to eliminate female 
genital mutilation in the UK, and day 
centres as an alternative to custody 
for some women offenders.

The most popular topic will be taken 
forward for discussion at the National 
AGM.

Morning WI

In December we had some very festive 
refreshments provided by Margaret 
Waffron, Jean Stevens and Hazel 
Spurgeon.  We were entertained 
by the choir from Carrington Junior 
School who sang some more unusual 
and lively songs beautifully.

Our first meeting of the year had 
a good attendance.  After some 
social time, our Treasurer, Jitka 
Higginbotham, talked about her 
background in Czechoslovakia (as 
it was then) and how difficult life 
became after the invasion by the 
Russians and communist clampdown 
in 1968.  She described how she first 
came to England, eventually followed 
by her parents after some subterfuge; 
a fascinating tale.  In February, Denise 
Kelly will cast ‘A Wistful Eye on the 
Titanic’.

Evening WI

A last minute change of speaker 
brought Graham Horn to tell us the 
story of the ‘Restoration and Use 
of the Kennet & Avon Canal’.  An 
engineering marvel, this joined 
London and Bristol, and flourished 
until the railways came.  Neglect led 
to gradual deterioration until parts 
were impassable, but hundreds of 
volunteers were finally successful in 
restoring the whole length.  Mr Horn 
has been involved with the canal for 
over 30 years.  He was delighted to 
meet a member whose grandfather 
had been a coal merchant in 
Wiltshire, supplied by barges along 
the canal.

The January speakers, the Bloomfields, 
a husband and wife duo, told us 
about wildlife in our local area, with 
some gorgeous pictures.  A tombola 
of unwanted Christmas presents 
raised money for the Age Concern 
Day Centre.

The post-Christmas lunch at the 
David Lloyd Club was much enjoyed.  
Four members have been to Denman 
College recently, three making textile 
jewellery and one cooking French 
regional dishes.

In February, Dr Tony Maisey will talk 
about ‘The Concept of Pain’, having 
previously given a talk about spare 
part surgery.

Brenda Aldridge and Sue Arnautov

Flackwell Heath Women’s Institute Holidays and Days Out
Three organisations which provide 
holidays and days out have been 
recommended to the Grapevine by 
our mature readers.  Thanks to Pearl 
Fassnidge for the contacts.

Westward Bound Society
WBS has been organising holidays and 
days out for the more mature members 
of the Flackwell Heath community since 
1970.  Each year they arrange 3 one-day 
coach trips and each May they have a 
five day (4 nights) holiday, this year to 
Torquay.  In October a social evening is 
held to keep people in touch with each 
other during the long break in outings.

Currently, Membership is £4.00.  
Contacts: Mrs Yvonne Purchase  01628 
523720 or Mrs Sandra Smith 01494 
526377.

Journey with Jamie
Day trips and holidays designed for 
the more mature among us.  Jamie 
Fyfe is offering seven day trips and five 
holidays.  For both holidays and day 
trips, the coach picks up and sets down 
in Flackwell Heath.  The holidays are at 
interesting places, usually at the seaside, 
and every day has activities or visits.  The 
day trips are to a variety of interesting 
places.  Contact:  jamiefyfe2@gmail.
com or 07714 583215

The Cottage Garden Society
The Buckinghamshire Group visits 
gardens and enjoys pub lunches every 
two months from Spring to Autumn.  We 
use our own cars but if a member has no 
transport we try to find spare seats.  We 
try to run a coach outing once a year to 
allow us to visit gardens further afield. 

You have to join the National Society 
before you can join the Local Group 
although we let people come along for 
one visit to see if they like us.

At present the subscription for the 
National Society is Single £12; Joint 
£15.  The local group costs £2 to join 
for the year.  On our visits the costs of 
garden entrance and pub lunches are 
obviously extra.  Contact: Linda Hughes 
01628 530649.

OSTEOPATHIC CLINIC 
Michael Thornton ND, DO

Treatment for pain in the back, 
neck, shoulders, knees and hips 
Sports injuries and headaches

25 Heath End Road 
01494 433072 or 07799713117

New Year’s Resolution: 
Use the Village Calendar!

The Village Website, www.flackwellheath.
net, includes a calendar where Flackwell 
organisations, clubs, groups etc. can enter their 
events.  If you have an event coming up, please 
email details (what, when, where, contact 
details etc.) to events@flackwellheath.net   
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AGE CONCERN  
DAY CENTRE 

FLACKWELL HEATH & 
LOUDWATER 

HELP NEEDED AT DAY 
CENTRE

The Age Concern Day Centre in 
Flackwell Heath will be 30 years old 
this year and has reached a crunch 
point with respect to its Management 
Committee.  Most of them have served 
for more than 15 years, including 
officers who have been in place for 
6 – 10 years.  This situation cannot 
continue and most of the long-serving 
members are planning to retire in the 
next few months.

The Day Centre is well established, 
providing care and company for frail 
and lonely people in their 80s and 
90s, but it is difficult to see how it can 
continue in its present form without an 
influx of new and active blood on the 
committee.

Please consider whether you, or 
possibly a small group of like-minded 
people, could make a difference by 
helping to run this very worthwhile 
charity.  If you would like to know 
more about what would be involved, 
please phone Barrie Walmsley, the 
current chairman, on 01628 522016.

The Day Centre was started with a 
great deal of support from the local 
community, both financially and with 
voluntary work, and therefore it is felt 
that a public meeting should be held to 
discuss the future of the Centre.

This meeting will be held at the Day 
Centre on Tuesday 18 February at 
7:30pm and all Flackwell Heath and 
Loudwater Villagers are cordially 
invited.

Finally, after years of effort and 
complicated co-operation between a 
lot of civic agencies, a Movable Vehicle 
Activated Sign (MVAS) is in use in our 
Parish.  It was formally unveiled at the 
beginning of December, at a site on 
Straight Bit, by Councillor Katrina Wood 
(Chairman of Chepping Wycombe 
Parish Council (CWPC).  The relief and 
triumph at the completion of this stage 
of the project was indicated by the large 
number of organisations represented at 
the ceremony.

The sign actually belongs to CWPC.  
The total cost was £6200; a major 
funder was Bucks County Council (BCC) 
through the Chepping Wye Valley Local 
Community Partnership (LCP), facilitated 
by Madeline Howe, BCC’s Localities & 
Communities Manager for the Wycombe 
area.  Additional funds were provided 
by CWPC, Flackwell Heath Residents’ 
Association and Penn & Tylers Green 
Residents’ Society.  Further funds for 
more MVASs are promised from our 

County and District Councillors.

David Onslow, Vice-Chairman of the 
Hazlemere and Chepping Wycombe 
Neighbourhood Action Group (NAG), 
has been instrumental in pushing the 
project through.

Carrington Junior School participated in 
a speeding awareness poster competition 
sponsored by the NAG; it was won by 
Safi.  She was there to receive her prize, 
along with four of Carrington’s Junior 
Road Safety Officers.

The sign displays your speed if you are 
exceeding the limit; it is hoped this will 
have an educational effect.  Additionally 
it records the number of vehicles passing 
and the speeds measured; this data will 
be used to allocate resources in future.

At present the MVAS is shared around the 
Parish, with volunteers moving it around 
selected locations in the three wards.  
During its first week on Straight Bit, it 
recorded 21524 vehicle movements 
of which 5000+ were over the 30mph 
limit.  The highest speed recorded was 
55mph on Saturday 7 December at 
0730h.  After a week each at sites in 
Loudwater and Tylers Green, the MVAS 
came back to Flackwell for a month on 
Blind Lane.  We hope to report on the 
findings in due course.

MVAS Unveiled at Last!

DON THE HANDYMAN
 QUALIFIED PLUMBER AND TRADESMAN 

LOCAL AND RELIABLE SERVICE 

• General property maintenance, 

including the little things that 

need fixing

• Bathroom refurbishments a 

speciality

• Your DIY problems solved!

Please call to see how I can help

07957 490142
www.donthehandyman.co.uk

Joe Griffin
TV AERIAL SERVICES

Call Marlow 01628 439115
A part of

Poor Reception Solved - Aerials repaired & supplied

TVs - Hung on your wall for you.  Also supplied & tuned

Extra TV Points - For aerial and Sky (In HD!)

Sky TV - Also Foreign Language TV

Call Stephen  
for all your electrical work:

• Interior & Exterior wiring • 
• Upgrades & repairs • 

• Outside security lights • 
• Emergency service •

01628 850968 
07790 546975

email: stephen.moorhaven@btopenworld.com
member of Elecsa • CRB checked
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Dates For Your Diary  [Feb 2014 issue] 

February

Saturday 1 Quiz at Community Centre, 7 for 7.30pm, see page 5.

Friday 14 Valentine’s Disco at FH Golf Club, see page 1.

Tuesday 18 Public Meeting re Age Concern Day Centre at the Centre,  
see page 4.

Tuesday 18 LHG Fact Finding Forum at the Library, see page???

March

Saturday 1 FHRA Casino Night at Community Centre, see page 1.

Monday 17 FHRA AGM at Royal British Legion : 7.30pm for 8pm.

Tuesday 24 LHG talk at Royal British Legion on First World War, see page 4.

Saturday 29 FHRA Wine Tasting 8pm - 10pm FH Community centre.

April

Saturday 26 
and Sunday 
27

Juniper Art and Craft Fair.

Saturday 26 LHG Guided walk to Glory Mill site.

Goodbye Mrs Gatis!
Children, staff and governors at Juniper 
Hill School said a very sad goodbye 
to Mrs Hilary Gatis at the end of the 
autumn term.

Mrs Gatis, a resident of Flackwell 
Heath for many years, has a very long 
association with the school.  Both her 
sons were pupils, and she joined the 
staff in January 2002 as the reception 
lead teacher.  After several years 
teaching in reception and then Key 
Stage 1, Mrs Gatis became a Year 2 
class teacher.  She always put the needs 
of the children first and was a very 
committed and dedicated member of 
the staff team.  The children she taught 
have very happy memories of their time 
in her class.  She will be remembered 
very fondly for her costumes on book 
days and themed curriculum days, her 
class assemblies and other productions.  
‘Christmas with the Aliens’  was truly 
outstanding; those people lucky 
enough to see it or take part in it will 
not forget it.

A keen artist and photographer, Mrs 
Gatis was the curriculum lead for art 
and design, whereby she encouraged 
both pupils and staff to develop their 
interest and expertise in a variety of 
styles and media.  The range of high 
quality art work displayed throughout 
the school is in no small way due to her 
leadership and inspiration.  Mrs Gatis 
also served on the governing body of 
the school for a number of years.

During her final assembly, children, 
staff and governors celebrated Mrs 
Gatis’s retirement and thanked her for 
her long and selfless contribution to 
Juniper Hill.  Children presented Mrs 
Gatis with flowers and handmade cards 
to which every child had contributed.  
Mrs Gatis told the children that she was 
looking forward to spending more time 
with her grandchildren.  She related 
this to the ‘Katie Morag’ storybooks, 
which are familiar to all the children as 
they are part of a topic studied in Year 
2.  Mrs Gatis said she hoped to be a 
combination of the two grannies in the 
story, Granny Mainland and Granny 
Island, and also to have time to be like 
the Lady Artist, another character from 
the books.  School staff  hope that one 
day Mrs Gatis will be an exhibitor at 
the annual Art and Craft Exhibition, 
so starting a whole new relationship 
between her and Juniper Hill.  The 
school staff said goodbye to her at a 
reception later in the afternoon.

30mph Stickers for  
Wheelie Bins

You may have seen these stickers on 
various wheelie-bins throughout the 
village; they are intended to make 
motorists think about their speed.  They 
were supplied by the FHRA and there 
are 50 left.  These are available on a first 
come, first served, basis from Ashley 
Hopkins, the FHRA Police and Traffic 
Co-Ordinator on 01628 850660 or 
07967 564713.

A1 TAXI SERVICE
Flackwell Heath & surrounding area

01628 851466
HighWycombe & surrounding area

01494 441000
4 - 6 - 8 Seater Vehicles Available

Minimum Fare From £3.50
Airports - Seaports - London Theatres

01628 851466
01494 441000

CW
CHATTELWORTH    

LIMITED
All general building work plus

Full Decorating Service
Purpose-Made Joinery

Maintenance Free Products
First class service at competitive prices
Call now for a no obligation estimate

Local Authority Approved

95a Queens Road, High Wycombe, Bucks  
HP13 6AH

Tel/fax 01494 461544 

Jigsaw Library
The Jigsaw and Paperback Library at the Community Centre will 
be open again from February, as usual on the first Wednesday, 
from 1.30pm to 3.30pm.  We have a huge number of jigsaws 
and paperbacks, with fresh ones coming in every month.  
Charges are modest and all profits go to Community Centre 
funds, used mostly to maintain the building.
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Making Sense:
Children’s Shop  
and Sensory Room
Making Sense, in the parade of shops in 
Swains Lane, is not just a shop selling 
baby gifts and clothes.  Even if it were, 
it would be worth a visit for that alone.  
The new clothes, for babies up to 12 
months old, include some locally hand-
made knitted ponchos – so much easier 
to manage than struggling to get a coat 
on a young baby!  There are also some 
‘pre-loved’ (what a lovely term!) clothes, 
all in excellent condition, for up to 4 
year olds, and these are proving very 
popular.  The toys and gifts are all chosen 
with the aim of giving stimulation to 
a young child, and many can be tried 
out before buying to ensure they are 
suitable.  Some of the toys and cards are 
also hand-made locally.

The shop was opened in July 2013 and 
was the vision of Claire Tyler, whose 
background was working with elderly 
people in care homes, adults with 
various special needs, autistic children 
and those with other learning difficulties.  
She started with an on-line shop, but 
was keen to open not just a shop, but a 
shop with a sensory room as an integral 
part of it.

If you are wondering what a sensory 
room is, my advice is to go along to the 
shop and look.  Claire is very happy 
for people to call in to find out more.  
The room is used by children and 
adults, simply as a place to be in calm 
surroundings, or to provide sensory 
stimulation to those who need it, or to 
provide an oasis for a dementia sufferer.  
It is also used by business men on their 
way home from work, finding a calm 
place to wind down after the stresses of 
the day, or just for someone like you and 
me, who would love to enjoy a half hour 
of calm reflection with no interruptions.

The room is fairly dark, but with 
soft lighting, soft cushions, throws, 

a relaxing chair for 
adults, a bubble tube 
(fascinating, and very 
hard to take your eyes 
off!), a fibre optic wall 
carpet, projectors, an 
ipod docking station 
and a mirror ball which provides various 
effects. So far, Claire has decorated 
the room with themes of bugs and 
reptiles, the Amazon rainforest, space 
and it is currently a beautiful Winter 
Wonderland.  The theme changes 
every few weeks.  The room has a fully 
interactive ‘command cube’ which can 
be set up to help children learn with 
nursery rhymes, colours, numbers, 
everyday sounds or animal noises.  Each 
time the cube is thrown, the colour 
it lands on matches the colour of the 
bubble tube, which affects the mood 
of the room.  It can often be adapted to 
individual requirements.

The room can be booked at a cost of 
£3.75 for half an hour, or £5.50 for an 
hour.  This can include relaxing music, 
or aromatherapy oils if wanted.  It can 
be booked by individual adults, a child 
with a parent or carer, or a small group of 
children.  Claire has many ideas for how 
she would like to widen the services she 
offers, and one is to be able to provide a 
respite service for parents, where Claire, 
using her many years of experience, 
would supervise the sessions herself.

I was absolutely fascinated by the 
concept of the room and what it had to 
offer, as well as by the merchandise in the 
shop, and can only recommend that you 
go and look – but even better, go and try!  
Claire will make you extremely welcome 
and be only too happy to explain 
what she is aiming to do.  Tel: 01628 
290030.  www.makingsensefh.co.uk 
Alison Peach

Hundreds of DVDs now only £1 per night 
So why not treat yourself to a bottle of wine, a 

good DVD and a quiet night in?
• 

Quality beers wines and spirits with 
10% off most wines and the cheapest 

cigarettes in Flackwell Heath
Tobacco, newspapers, sweets, snacks,

  Paypoint – pay bills and mobile top ups

Express Videos & Off License
 3 Straight Bit  

9am - 11pm 
every day

01628 298224

The Original British 
Baby Signing Classes 

www.singandsign.co.uk 

Help your baby to communicate BEFORE speech 
with our award winning MUSIC programme 

Classes in High Wycombe 
& Princes Risborough 

For more information contact: 
mariawebster@singandsign.co.uk 
07885 944904 

For babies age 6-18 months 
Free trial classes available 

www.rphtreeservices.co.uk

Your Local Tree Surgeon 
Office:  01628 533355

Mobile: 07748 314950

Email:  info@rphtreeservices.co.uk


