
Neighbourhood Watch News – October 2010 
 

 
SECURITY LIGHTS 
 
At the end of this month, the clocks go BACK one hour as we revert to Greenwich Mean Time 
(GMT), so the evenings will get dark that much earlier.  Now is the time to review your security 
lighting, both inside and outside your home.  Inside, remember to re-set any timers controlling lights 
to reflect the earlier dusk.  Outside, check that any PIR-controlled flood-lights are functioning 
correctly, but remember, any outside flood-light should be angled so as to only illuminate your 
property – not the whole road!  Your neighbours will not welcome their houses being floodlit by 
every passing pedestrian, car, cat or dog triggering your lights – especially in the middle of the 
night! 
 
OPERATION GRIM REAPER 
 
Thames Valley Police will be implementing Operation Grim Reaper again this year, to target any 
anti-social behaviour over the Halloween and Bonfire Night period. The operation will run from late 
October to early November.  Trading Standards will conduct spot checks at relevant premises to 
ensure that fireworks are not being sold to underage persons.  The Fire & Rescue Service will be 
visiting local schools to promote firework safety awareness, and local shops to ensure fireworks are 
being stored correctly. Members of the Neighbourhood Policing Team will also be visiting local 
shops and off-licences to ask for their co-operation, and to be extra vigilant during the period and 
not sell eggs, flour, alcohol or fireworks to those individuals suspected of potentially misusing them. 
Various posters will also be available from Thames Valley Police promoting these issues as well as 
several Halloween posters relating to ‘Trick or Treat’.  Remember, if your children are old enough to 
be allowed out without adult accompaniment, they are TOO old to be ‘Trick or Treating’.  Any anti-
social behaviour should be reported – see the relevant phone numbers below. 
 
‘PHISHING’ E-MAILS 
 
By now, everyone must be aware of the situation relating to HMRC and under- or over-paid tax!  It 
has been reported that ‘phishing’ e-mails started to appear within hours of the original 
announcement by HMRC.  Such e-mails suggest that the recipient is entitled to a tax rebate but 
require the provision of bank details in order to receive the refund.  Should you receive such an e-
mail, ignore it and delete it straight away.  HMRC will never contact you by e-mail, only by letter.  
Similar ‘phishing’ e-mails have also been reporting offering refunds of Council Tax.  Again, ignore 
and delete such e-mails – they will NOT be genuine, even if they look it. 
 
 

* * * 
 

For further information about any of these topics or about Neighbourhood Watch, contact: 
David Gresswell – Area Co-ordinator, Flackwell Heath 
(Tel: 525019   e-mail: flackwell-nhwatch@talktalk.net) 

 
* * * 

Police General & Non-emergency number: 0845 8 505 505 
Public Safety Team (Anti-social behaviour): 01494 421087 

Crimestoppers (Anonymous): 0800 555 111 
Trading Standards (Consumer Direct): 0845 4 04 05 06 


