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We’re all going on a summer holiday! 
 
As summer approaches, we all start to look forward to the holiday we have been planning, but we 
must ensure that we leave our property secure.  Many of us have neighbours who will keep an eye 
on our homes whilst we are away, and this is what Neighbourhood Watch encourages – setting up 
groups of neighbours who are prepared to look out for each other and share information on 
security.  House and contents insurance is essential in the event that we do suffer a loss so make 
sure yours is up-to-date!  Many insurers will offer a discount to members of a registered 
Neighbourhood Watch scheme.   
 
How secure are our borders? 

 
No, I’m not talking about our national borders, but the boundaries to our own properties.  With the 
current incidence of burglary, anything that we can do to make life more difficult for the opportunist 
burglar will help.  Security ‘experts’ often refer to the ‘Onion Concept’ when talking about security, 
and describe our various levels of security as being like the layers of an onion.  The outer layer is 
our village – is it more or less prone to crime?  The next layer is the part of the village we live in; the 
next the road.  Do we live in a cul-de-sac or on a main road?  The latter are often more at risk as 
there is an easier escape route.  Then, our own property boundaries.  Are our hedges and fences in 
good order?  Do they present an obstacle to intruders?  Do our vulnerable hedges use deterrent 
plantings of pyracantha, holly, hawthorn and the like?  We can no longer put broken glass or barbed 
wire on our walls and fences, but we can use hard plastic spiked Prikkastrip – although a ‘Warning’ 
notice must be displayed!  Then, our house and outbuildings.  Are all the doors and windows fitted 
with adequate locks, security stays, etc.  The majority of insurance companies require either Yale-
type or 5-lever mortice deadlocks to be fitted to external doors.  Finally, our property.  Are items of 
value security marked and are portable items such as bikes, motor mowers, power tools, etc. kept 
under lock and key?  Check your own onion!   
 
Number plate theft 
 
Theft of vehicle number plates is still an issue, as this is a way in which criminals can ‘clone’ a taxed 
and insured vehicle for the purposes of committing a crime, even if that ‘crime’ is just avoiding the 
congestion charge in London!  The typical number plate is secured to the vehicle by two easily-
removed screws or is simply stuck on, and can be removed in a moment.  In collaboration with the 
Wycombe Community Safety Partnership, Halfords, the well-known car accessory retailer, recently 
ran events at Tesco and ASDA to fit security/tamper-proof number plate screws.  If you were unable 
to participate in this promotion, you can still obtain suitable security screws from Screwfix.  
Hopefully, car manufacturers will be looking at more secure ways of attaching number plates for the 
future.  One option is to make them in such a way that they shatter when being removed! 
 

* * * 
 

For further information about any of these topics or about Neighbourhood Watch, contact: 
David Gresswell – Area Co-ordinator, Flackwell Heath 
(Tel: 525019   e-mail: flackwell-nhwatch@talktalk.net) 

 
* * * 

  
Police General & Non-emergency number: 0845 8 505 505 
Public Safety Team (Anti-social behaviour): 01494 421087 

Crimestoppers (Anonymous): 0800 555 111 
Trading Standards (Consumer Direct): 0845 4 04 05 06 


