
Neighbourhood Watch News – June 2011 
 
The cuts start to bite 
 
At the AGM for Wycombe District NHWatch Association held on May 18th, Chief Inspector Colin 
Seaton explained how the financial constraints being applied to the police will affect Neighbourhood 
Watch.  It seems likely that there will be changes to the Watch Administration and this could result 
in a reduced level of service for a number of months.  It is therefore even more important for us all 
to work together under these circumstances and to encourage our neighbours to actively participate 
in Neighbourhood Watch.  (More information in the July issue).  Recent recruitment undertaken by 
our Neighbourhood Police Team has targeted Chapman Lane and Green Dragon Lane, and it is 
hoped to set up several new schemes. 
 
Cold Callers 
 
According to Trading Standards, the introduction of ‘No Doorstep Selling Zones’ across 
Buckinghamshire has resulted in a significant decline in the number of cold callers, and in 
distraction burglaries often associated with this activity.  Nevertheless, we are all encouraged to be 
on our guard against the unscrupulous rogues who ignore our signs and who will try to separate us 
from our hard-earned cash.  Sadly, they often prey on the vulnerable elderly, and there are reports 
of large sums of money being handed over to pay for unnecessary roofing or driveway work, 
generally at highly inflated prices.  If you have elderly relatives, especially those on their own, watch 
out for any signs that they might be being ‘conned’. 
 
Property Marking – return of stolen goods.   
 
Only a tiny proportion of stolen goods are ever reunited with their rightful owner, as the police are 
unable to prove ownership.  It is essential that items of value are identifiable, either by recording a 
description with serial numbers and ideally a photograph, or by appropriate ‘property marking’.  
There are several methods of property marking, ranging from the simple use of a UV marker pen (of 
limited durability), through durable, resistant markings (CRE Products) to microdot systems 
(Alphadot) and chemically ‘coded’ liquid markers (SelectaDNA)  You will see signs relating to the 
latter system erected around areas where it is in use – a further deterrent to the would-be thief. 
 

* * * 
 

For further information about any of these topics or about Neighbourhood Watch, contact: 
David Gresswell – Area Co-ordinator, Flackwell Heath 
(Tel: 525019   e-mail: flackwell-nhwatch@talktalk.net) 

 
* * * 

  
Police General & Non-emergency number: 0845 8 505 505 
Public Safety Team (Anti-social behaviour): 01494 421087 

Crimestoppers (Anonymous): 0800 555 111 
Trading Standards (Consumer Direct): 0845 4 04 05 06 

 


