
Neighbourhood Watch News – July 2011 
 
The cuts start to bite – continued! 
 
At the AGM for Wycombe District NHWatch Association held on May 18th, Chief Inspector Colin Seaton 
explained how the financial constraints being applied to the police are likely to affect Neighbourhood Watch.  
There will be changes to the Watch Administration and this will almost certainly result in a reduced level of 
service for a number of months.  However, the police are very anxious to extend the coverage of Community 
Messaging to the 75% of households who do not currently benefit from the Ringmaster system.  At a recent 
meeting with CI Seaton and the recently appointed TVPolice Communications professional – Claire Gourlay – 
all the various forms of media including the ‘social media’ such as YouTube, Facebook, Twitter, etc. were 
discussed as potential additional forms of communication.  If YOU have any thought on this, please let me 
know!  In the meantime, visit: 
 
   http://www.twitter.com/tvp_wycombe 
 
However, it must not be forgotten that many Neighbourhood Watch members are not avid users of ‘modern 
technology’ and are therefore unlikely to subscribe to Facebook, Twitter, etc., yet it is this section of the 
community the Neighbourhood Watch schemes attempt to support.  Watch this space! 
 
Don’t hesitate – ring the police! 
 
During the last few weeks, I have been made aware of a number of situations when residents saw ‘something’ 
they thought looked ‘suspicious’, and I was asked ‘What should I do?’  There is one simple answer – if you see 
something that looks out of the ordinary, and you think it could be ‘suspicious’, pick up the phone and dial the 
police non-emergency number: 
 

0845 8 505 505 
 
Not only will your information be of value to the police database, but if there is a police vehicle in the vicinity, it 
can be immediately tasked to attend the scene.  This certainly happened in my case, when I reported a ‘cold 
caller’ operating in a ‘No Doorstep Selling Zone’ offering a possible ‘Government Grant’ for home insulation.  
Two PCSO’s were on my doorstep within a matter of minutes.  Now I can’t guarantee that this will happen 
every time, but one thing is for certain, if the police don’t know about it, they certainly can’t do anything about it. 
 
Should you witness a crime in progress – or about to be committed – don’t hesitate: DIAL 999 
 
CCTV IN THE DSTRICT 
 
I recently had an opportunity to visit the CCTV Control Centre in High Wycombe, and was very impressed by 
the improvements that have been made to the system with the advent of high resolution, digital cameras and 
displays.  Wycombe now has over 220 cameras across the patch which includes Beaconsfield, Marlow and 
Princes Risborough.  Some people look upon CCTV as ‘Big Brother’ and feel they are being ‘watched’ all the 
time, but far from it.  Yes, they may be ‘on camera’ and displayed on one of the 14 multi-screen displays with 
digital recorders, but the operators can only monitor individuals if they suspect criminal activity or if there is 
welfare concern. The operators have to comply with the Data Protection Act as well as the Human Rights Acts 
and their activity is audited on a regular basis. True, cameras may be specifically located to ‘observe’ 
vulnerable areas such as car parks, etc. but they are primarily used to ensure public safety and to assist police 
and security officers on the ground. The ‘full functions’ cameras can monitor a crime in progress, or potential 
criminal activity and the police can be alerted to catch the offender(s) in the act.  Automatic Number Plate 
Recognition (ANPR) is also used to assist the staff in the search for wanted or stolen motor vehicles. There is 
no doubt that CCTV is a valuable asset for us all in the crime reduction arena as well as making areas safer 
and more welcoming. 

 
* * * 

For further information about any of these topics or about Neighbourhood Watch, contact: 
David Gresswell – Area Co-ordinator, Flackwell Heath 
(Tel: 525019   e-mail: flackwell-nhwatch@talktalk.net) 

 
* * * 

 Police General & Non-emergency number: 0845 8 505 505 
Public Safety Team (Anti-social behaviour): 01494 421087 

Crimestoppers (Anonymous): 0800 555 111 
Trading Standards (Consumer Direct): 0845 4 04 05 06 


