
Neighbourhood Watch News – April 2012 
 

COMMUNITY MESSAGING/RINGMASTER 
 
Some good news for a change!  I am advised that Community Messaging by telephone was re-
instated in March having been discontinued for several months.  If you normally receive Community 
Messaging (Ringmaster for NHWatch) and you are NOT getting any messages, let me know and I 
will take it up in the appropriate quarter.  However, I understand that further changes to Community 
Messaging will be announced in April – watch this space! 
 

As an addition to Community Messaging, those of you who are familiar with the social networks 
such as Facebook and Twitter, may like to visit the following sites: 
 
Thames Valley Police on Facebook -      http://www.facebook.com/thamesvp 
High Wycombe Police on Twitter        http://twitter.com/#!/tvp_wycombe 
High Wycombe Community Safety on Twitter  http://twitter.com/#!/wycombedcbesafe 
 
‘BILKING’ 
 
One definition of 'Bilking' is when a customer leaves without paying for goods or services. This 
crime can be committed against restaurants, service stations, taxi drivers or in a number of other 
situations.  This undesirable activity has received considerable media attention in the Thames 
Valley area of late.  Car number-plate theft is frequently associated with petrol forecourt bilking, to 
mislead CCTV recordings as to the identity of the vehicle involved.  Number-plate theft can be 
made more difficult by replacing the normal securing screws with ‘clutch-head’ screws which are 
easy to fit, but difficult to remove.  If your number plates are stolen, report it to the police 
immediately on 101   
 
TEXT MESSAGE SCAMS 
 
You need to be very suspicious of any unsolicited text message that claims that you have won 
money or a prize in some form of lottery or promotion that you have never even entered. Be wary of 
any message in any format that claims that your name, phone number or e-mail address has been 
randomly selected as the winner of a substantial prize. Genuine lotteries do not operate in this 
manner. If you receive such a scam message, do not reply or respond to the scammers in any way 
– just DELETE it. 
 
COURIER SCAM 
 
The UK Cards Association is advising customers to be aware of a new variation on an old style 
scam that involves people being telephoned by fraudsters and duped into handing over their debit 
or credit card, and revealing their PIN.  Collection of the ‘compromised card’ by courier is often part 
of the plausible story.  Remember - your bank, card provider or the police will NEVER ring you and 
tell you that they are coming to your home to pick up your card. 
 

* * * 
 

For further information about any of these topics or about Neighbourhood Watch, contact: 
David Gresswell – Area Co-ordinator, Flackwell Heath 
(Tel: 525019   e-mail: flackwell-nhwatch@talktalk.net) 

 
* * * 

Police General & Non-emergency number: 101 
Public Safety Team (Anti-social behaviour): 01494 421087 

Crimestoppers (Anonymous): 0800 555 111 
Trading Standards (Consumer Direct): 0845 4 04 05 06 


