
Neighbourhood Watch News – December 2012/January 2013 
 

The cuts continue to bite 
 
Financial constraints being imposed by central government on their various departments - including 
local government and the police - continue to affect us all.  The Home Office is no longer producing 
many of the leaflets relating to home and personal safety, made available to Neighbourhood Watch 
in the past.  Similarly, the police are no longer able to provide us support in the form of printing, 
postage, etc.  So we are very much on our own, and it was a pleasant surprise to see a couple of 
new items appear. 
 
‘A Guide to avoid becoming a Victim of Burglary’ 
 
This leaflet is produced by Wycombe District Council’s Community Safety Team, and identifies the 
Top 10 measures that can be taken to protect your home.  These range from the use of an intruder 
alarm which is a good deterrent, to the planting of prickly hedges around your garden perimeter, eg. 
pyracantha, holly, roses, etc.  Inside your home, ensure that valuable property is security marked, 
keep valuable items out of sight – especially important as Christmas approaches; don’t leave keys 
accessible and make your house look ‘lived in’, even when you are out.  Many inexpensive security 
items were available from Neighbourhood Watch at the recent Crime Prevention event in the 
Chiltern Shopping Centre. 
 
‘Buying on the doorstep’ 
 
This leaflet is produced by the Office of Fair Trading, and is designed to explain your rights and 
protect you and those you care about from rogue doorstep traders.  The various sections define 
‘doorstep selling’, identify those who are particularly at risk (especially elderly homeowners on their 
own), and describe some of the common sales tactics employed.  The leaflet also offers some 
useful tips on how best to handle the various sales approaches and how to recognise reputable 
traders.  As a general rule, if an offer sounds too good to be true, it probably is.  Be prepared to 
double check the facts BEFORE you commit yourself to a purchase and ensure that you 
understand the total cost of the transaction; what your contractual rights are (eg. cancellation) and 
what guarantees or warranties are available.  Reputable direct traders will often be members of the 
Direct Selling Association dsa.org.uk (OFT Approved) or a Trade Association.  Look out for the 
government-supported TrustMark, or a Local Authority Assured Trader Scheme.  Whilst many of us 
support the concept of No Doorstep Selling or Cold-calling, the rogues will always try to catch us off 
guard. 
 
 

* * * 
 

Finally, may I wish you all a safe and very happy Christmas, and a peaceful New Year. 
 

* * * 
 

For further information about any of these topics or about Neighbourhood Watch, contact: 
David Gresswell – Area Co-ordinator, Flackwell Heath 
(Tel: 525019   e-mail: flackwell-nhwatch@talktalk.net) 

 
* * * 

Police General & Non-emergency number: 101 
WDC Public Safety Team (Anti-social behaviour): 01494 421087 

Crimestoppers (Anonymous): 0800 555 111 
Citizens Advice – Consumer Helpline: 0808 156 2259 (www.adviceguide.org.uk) 

Action Fraud: 0300 123 2040 (www.actionfraud.police.uk/) 
 
 


