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Reporting Fraud and Internet Crime 
 
Fraud and Internet Crime costs the UK economy an estimated £73 Billion each year!  Six 
years ago, the government funded the setting-up of a new co-ordinating centre for dealing 
with reports of fraud.  Sadly, Action Fraud has not yet been effectively promoted and is not 
working as well as it was intended.  However, should you be the victim of fraud, rather than 
reporting the matter to your local police, the current advice is to report it to Action Fraud - 
and to your bank or credit card company where appropriate.  (see below for details) 
 
Top Scams  
 
The ‘Little Book of Big Scams’ was promoted by a recent TVAlert, and can be 
viewed/downloaded from the TVPolice web-site.  There are hundreds of ways villains can 
find to part the unsuspecting from their hard-earned cash, but here are some of their 
favourite and most lucrative scams that you need to be aware of.   
 
1. An Inheritance - a letter or e-mail from a foreign bank or legal company saying that 
someone with the same surname as you, possibly a long-lost relative, has died leaving 
you a fortune.  A small fee or tax will be required to secure your inheritance – but of 
course, it does not exist, and you’ll not see the fee again.  You’ll not see anything in your 
bank account either if you give them the details! 
 
2. A variation on the above, again from abroad, asks if you would help transfer a large 
amount of money from the foreign country into your account in the UK before 
transferring it on to its rightful owner, and in return you’ll get a large reward.  If you do agree 
and give them your bank account details, they’ll simply empty it instead of filling it with a 
fortune.  The term ‘Money Mule’ is often used to describe the situation when someone, 
often a student, is asked to transfer money via their own account.  This is generally a form 
of money laundering, and could result in the vulnerable person being barred from holding a 
bank account, with serious consequences in the future. 
 
3. Investment opportunities in land, wine, or shares might be portrayed as a guaranteed, 
risk-free way to earn a fantastic return on your money – but these ‘deals’ are 
overpriced or non-existent, and as they are usually run from abroad, you’ll have no help 
from the Financial Services Authority when your money disappears with nothing to show.  
 
4. Lottery and prize draw wins are always suspicious if a) you haven’t entered one and b) 
are asked for an administration fee before you get your winnings.  You will not win 
anything, just lose your money, plus the fraudsters will know you are a soft touch and sell 
your name and address onto other fraudsters who will bombard you with similar scams.  
 

*     *     * 
 

For further information on this topic or about Neighbourhood Watch, contact: 
David Gresswell – Area Co-ordinator, Flackwell Heath 
(Tel: 525019   e-mail: flackwell-nhwatch@talktalk.net) 

 
ACTION FRAUD: 0300 123 2040 (http://www.actionfraud.police.uk/) 

Police General & Non-emergency number: 101 
Public Safety Team (Anti-social behaviour): 01494 421087 

Crimestoppers (Anonymous): 0800 555 111 
Trading Standards (Consumer Direct): 0845 4 04 05 06 
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