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Keep your property secure 
 
Sheds and Outbuildings 
 
We not only use our sheds and other outbuildings to store items of considerable value such as 
bicycles, scooters, garden equipment eg. mowers, etc. but very often we also store tools which 
could be used to gain access to our main property, such as garden spades, forks, ladders, etc.  It is 
therefore very important that we provide adequate security to such outbuildings in the way of 
general construction, especially doors, locks and windows; obscuring windows so that it is difficult 
for the opportunist to see what is inside, without limiting daylight too much.  Further protection can 
be provided by using an alarmed padlock in combination with a hasp and staple secured by hidden 
bolts or clutch-style screws.  A shed alarm which is triggered if the door is opened will also be a 
further safeguard.  Any steps or ladders which could be used to gain access to an open upper 
window should be suitably chained and locked to prevent their removal. 
 
Property Marking, etc. 
 
SelectaDNA – a sophisticated chemically-coded liquid marking system which also contains 
microdots bearing a unique identifying code.  Can be applied to a wide range of items and materials 
including valuable porcelain and jewellery for example.   Revealed by UV light; stolen property is 
routinely checked by the police for such identification. 
 
CREMark – a more robust marking system comprising a permanent marker pen in black or silver, 
which is protected by a spray-on lacquer making it extremely difficult to remove the marking without 
seriously damaging any underlying paintwork, metal, etc.  Used principally for marking larger items 
such as bicycles, mowers, electrical tools, etc. 
 
UV Pen – this is the commonest form of security marking but is not permanent as it fades with age 
depending upon the substrate and location.  Should be used on the back or underside of electrical 
equipment such as TV, DVD, Audio, etc. as it does leave a mark visible under some conditions.  
Needs a UV light source to reveal. 
 
Coded Car – a series of highly adhesive labels bearing the VIN of the vehicle are hidden in a 
number of places in/on your car known only to you.  The car displays a ‘Warning’ sticker. 
 
Tax Disc and Number plates – Secur-i-Disc tamper-proof tax disc holder to reduce the risk of 
having yours stolen.  Clutch-head screws to make removal of your number plates more difficult. 
 
The items described above can be obtained at very reasonable prices through Neighbourhood 
Watch. 
 

*     *     * 
 

For further information on these topics or about Neighbourhood Watch, contact: 
David Gresswell – Area Co-ordinator, Flackwell Heath 
(Tel: 525019   e-mail: flackwell-nhwatch@talktalk.net) 

 
Police General & Non-emergency number: 101 

Public Safety Team (Anti-social behaviour): 01494 421087 
Crimestoppers (Anonymous): 0800 555 111 

Trading Standards (Consumer Direct): 0845 4 04 05 06 
ACTION FRAUD: 0300 123 2040 (http://www.actionfraud.police.uk/) 

NHS 111 (replacing NHS Direct): 111 
‘NEW’ – http://www.neighbourhoodwatchwycombe.org/ 
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