
Neighbourhood Watch News – October 2013 
 

Summer has a’been and gone….!! 
 
Well, our summer turned out to be rather better than last year, so I hope that you all had a safe and 
secure time - either at home or away.  By the time you read this, the evenings will be well and truly 
drawing in, and it will only be a few weeks until the official end of ‘Summer Time’ - even though 
‘Autumn’ officially started on September 1st.   
 

The clocks GO BACK 1 HOUR at 2 am on Sunday October 27th 
 
As Autumn progresses and we head relentlessly towards Halloween, Bonfire Night and Christmas, 
don’t forget to review your property security.  Statistics show that with the earlier evening darkness, 
there is an increase in the number of burglaries.  Make sure that you have reset any timers 
controlling a radio or house lighting to reflect the increase in the hours of darkness.  Anything you 
can do to make your house look occupied will be beneficial.  And if your alarm sounded during 
recent power outages, your ‘back-up’ battery is probably in need of replacement. 
 
Rogue Traders. 
 
One of the important roles of any active Neighbourhood Watch scheme, is for the members to be 
aware of, and keep an eye open for the more vulnerable residents in their neighbourhood, 
regardless of whether they have chosen to belong to the scheme or not.  The elderly, especially 
those living on their own, are particularly at risk to the devious tricks employed by so-called ‘Rogue 
Traders’.  If you have watched the series on TV, you will be aware of some of the dire 
consequences of their activities - and they are no respecters of our ‘No Doorstep Selling Zones’. 
 
During the summer, one of our scheme coordinators was very much ‘on the ball’, and spotted some 
major work being done on a resident’s driveway, despite the fact that the drive had only recently 
been re-laid!  Contact with the relatives of the elderly resident who was living on his own, confirmed 
that NO work should be being undertaken at the house in question.  The police were involved and 
the work was stopped, although it appeared that money may have changed hands.    
 
So, if you see something happening which looks unusual, unexpected or out-of-context, don’t just 
sit on your hands and watch; go and enquire, or phone the police.  If it is genuine, no-one will be the 
worse off.  If it turns out to be something untoward, then your action will have been justified. 
 
NEW Wycombe District Neighbourhood Watch Association Web-site 
 
If you are fortunate enough to have access to the Internet, then pay a visit to: 
 

http://www.neighbourhoodwatchwycombe.org/ 
 

You will find lots of useful information there, relating to home and personal security, etc. 
   

*     *     * 
 

For further information on these topics or about Neighbourhood Watch, contact: 
David Gresswell – Area Co-ordinator, Flackwell Heath 
(Tel: 525019   e-mail: flackwell-nhwatch@talktalk.net) 

 
Police General & Non-emergency number: 101 

Public Safety Team (Anti-social behaviour): 01494 421087 
Crimestoppers (Anonymous): 0800 555 111 

Trading Standards (Consumer Direct): 0845 4 04 05 06 
ACTION FRAUD: 0300 123 2040 (http://www.actionfraud.police.uk/) 

NHS 111 (replacing NHS Direct): 111 
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