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Avoid becoming a victim of burglary – Part 1, Front of the house 
 

1. Use an intruder alarm.  Not only is this a good deterrent, but it will also limit the time 
any intruder will stay on the premises. 

2. Use defensive planting.  Intruders don’t like climbing over or through prickly plants. 
3. Lock up.  When leaving the house always lock doors and close vulnerable windows. 
4. Use gravel.  Gravel on a path or driveway makes a noise which can alert you. 
5. Keys.  Never leave a key in an accessible place.  Keep a spare with a trusted friend. 
6. Lights on.  PIR-activated security lighting is a good deterrent. 
7. Garage.  Keep it locked.  A vehicle in a garage is less likely to be stolen 

[Information courtesy of WDC ‘Working for a safer Wycombe’] 
 
WDNHWA AGM 
 
The Association’s AGM was held on April 29th, and despite the poor weather forecast for 
that evening, there was a healthy turnout.  The formalities of the AGM were presided over 
by retiring Chairman – Geoff Pegg – who outlined the wide range of activities undertaken 
by the Association during the last 12 months.  The accounts confirmed that we continued to 
be self-financing, achieved by sale of security products and helped by various donations.  
We listened to an inspiring story from Simon Hayday, once a habitual drug user and 
criminal; now a volunteer with SMART – the Substance Misuse Arrest Referral Team – 
working with the police and other partner organisations to help those with drug problems.  
Chief Inspector Colin Seaton then reported on the significant reductions across a broad 
range of criminal activities in the Wycombe LPA achieved during 2013.  He welcomed the 
contribution that Neighbourhood Watch made to crime reduction, especially burglary which 
often had traumatic consequences following the invasion of our personal and private space.  
Finally, Gillian Stimpson, manager of  the WDC Community Services Department, reported 
on a range of initiatives being undertaken in our area.  In particular, the ‘Nightsafe’ project 
is to be expanded to the urban/rural areas.  Nightsafe is a programme of education, 
communication and partnership working to tackle the complex issues around having a safe 
night out, for the benefit of everyone who lives, works, and socialises in High Wycombe. In 
2013, Wycombe retained its Purple Flag award – which recognises a safe town centre that 
offers a quality night out. 
 
Don’t be ‘conned’ 
 
There has been a lot of recent media attention given to ‘phoney’ web-sites appearing to be 
official Government websites for eg. DVLA, Passports, etc. but making additional charges 
Many of these site appear to be genuine using similar looking websites, logos, web 
addresses, etc. but don’t be fooled. 
 
Search for the genuine Government site you want by visiting:  https://www.gov.uk 
 

*     *     * 
For further information about any of these topics or about Neighbourhood Watch, contact: 

David Gresswell – Area Co-ordinator, Flackwell Heath 
(Tel: 525019   e-mail: flackwell-nhwatch@talktalk.net) 

 
Police General & Non-emergency number: 101 

Public Safety Team (Anti-social behaviour): 01494 421087 
Crimestoppers (Anonymous): 0800 555 111 

Trading Standards (Consumer Direct): 0845 4 04 05 06 
ACTION FRAUD: 0300 123 2040 (http://www.actionfraud.police.uk/) 

NHS 111 (replacing NHS Direct): 111 
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