
 Neighbourhood Watch News – July 2014 
 

Avoid becoming a victim of burglary – Part 2, Back of the house 
 

1. Secure your outbuildings.  A shed can be a target as it is often home to expensive 
tools and equipment.  Use a padlock (ideally an alarmed version) in conjunction with 
tamperproof screws in the hasp and hinges.  Fit a blind or mesh to any window to 
keep out prying eyes. 

2. Fence them off.  Having a good strong fence of reasonable height and in good 
condition will help deter intruders.  A trellis on top will make it more difficult to climb 
over.  The use of prickly shrubs such as Pyracantha, Berberis or Holly will also be a 
good deterrent.  

3. Keep tools out of sight and securely stored.  An opportunist burglar will use any 
means of gaining access.  Leaving a ladder outside is asking for trouble, and garden 
tools can be used to break into your home.  Make sure that ladders are locked away 
or chained.  Ensure that all valuable tools are suitably security marked as well. 

 
[Information courtesy of WDC ‘Working for a safer Wycombe’] 

 
Antisocial Behaviour (ASB) 
 
ASB is generally described as nuisance behaviour that causes harassment, alarm or 
distress to one or more persons.  Examples of ASB are graffiti, neighbour or noise 
nuisance, intimidating or threatening behaviour, alcohol or drug abuse, criminal damage.  It 
is sometimes difficult to know what to do if you witness or experience ASB, but help is 
available. 
 
Firstly, report it.  If the authorities don’t know about it, there is no way they can do anything 
about it.  Report incidents to the police using 101 (999 in emergency) or to the ASB Team 
at Wycombe DC (see end of article). 
 
Secondly, keep a diary log of incidents of ASB, which will be of great assistance in the 
event that legal action is necessary.  The courts will only accept an incident diary log 
prepared in a certain way.  If you want further information and/or a copy of the police 
incident diary log sheet, then please contact me. 
 
Communications 
 
I am always pleased to hear from you whether it is to ask for some help or advice, or to 
give me some information relating to safety or security around the home or in our village.  I 
will always try to respond as quickly as possible, but if you do have to leave a message on 
my answering machine, please don’t forget to include your name and phone number so 
that I can acknowledge receipt of your message! 
 

*     *     * 
For further information about any of these topics or about Neighbourhood Watch, contact: 

David Gresswell – Area Co-ordinator, Flackwell Heath 
(Tel: 525019   e-mail: flackwell-nhwatch@talktalk.net) 

 
Police General & Non-emergency number: 101 

Public Safety Team (Anti-social behaviour): 01494 421087 or 686223 
Crimestoppers (Anonymous): 0800 555 111 

Trading Standards (Consumer Direct): 0845 4 04 05 06 
ACTION FRAUD: 0300 123 2040 (http://www.actionfraud.police.uk/) 

NHS 111 (replacing NHS Direct): 111 
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