
 Neighbourhood Watch News – Nov 2014 
 
British Summertime ended on October 26th 
 
No prizes for spotting the error!! 
 
I must apologise for the mis-information in the October issue, relating to the end of Summertime.  
As one observant reader pointed out, the hour goes BACK not Forward in the Autumn.   
I must remember:  Spring – FORWARD; Fall – BACK.   Was my face red!    
 
Burglary 
 
There has been a spate of burglaries across the Wycombe policing area of late, though fortunately 
not affecting Flackwell Heath to the best of my knowledge.  The police have offered several tips to 
reduce the risk of your being a victim of burglary: 
 

 Keep windows and doors shut, locked and in good condition 
 Property mark your valuables with a UV pen or forensic property marking kit 
 Use timer switches to make your home look occupied in the evenings 
 Ensure car keys are safely stored away from the front door  
 Keep tools and ladders locked away out of sight. 

  
For more Crime Reduction tips and information visit the Thames Valley Police website  
www.thamesvalley.police.uk and click on the 'crime prevention' tab.  In addition, the Wycombe 
District Neighbourhood Watch Association has useful information on their website at: 
 
http://neighbourhoodwatchwycombe.org/2014/02/25/10-ways-to-deter-burglars/ 
 
More on unwanted phone calls 
 
Many of today’s phones offer a ‘Caller Display’ facility on the handset, although some providers 
require a small payment for the ‘Caller ID’ service.  However, many cold-callers ‘hide’ their number 
or display a phoney number which is very frustrating.  I had an interesting e-mail from one reader 
regarding unwanted/unidentifiable phone calls.  He has tried two methods of dealing with them.  
Firstly, answering the call and then blowing a whistle into the microphone before ending the call; 
secondly, answering the call and just putting the handset down until the caller gets bored with 
talking to no-one!  I have certainly used the second method.  However, as the reader pointed out, 
many legitimate users, both private and business, have their ‘Number Withheld’ for various reasons, 
so it is very difficult to separate the genuine from the unwanted.  If you have an Answerphone, and 
you don’t recognise the calling number, or it is ‘Withheld’, simply let the call go to Answerphone and 
listen to any message.  A genuine caller who needs to speak to you will usually start to leave a 
message, whereupon you have the option to pick up the phone and talk.  Cold-callers will invariably 
hang-up. 
 
 

*     *     * 
 

For further information about any of these topics or about Neighbourhood Watch, contact: 
David Gresswell – Area Co-ordinator, Flackwell Heath 
(Tel: 525019   e-mail: flackwell-nhwatch@talktalk.net) 

 
Police General & Non-emergency number: 101 

Public Safety Team (Anti-social behaviour): 01494 421087 or 686223 
Crimestoppers (Anonymous): 0800 555 111 

Trading Standards (Consumer Direct): 0845 4 04 05 06 
ACTION FRAUD: 0300 123 2040 (http://www.actionfraud.police.uk/) 

NHS 111 (replacing NHS Direct): 111 
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