
Neighbourhood Watch News – February 2015 
 

I imagine that you have all put away the Christmas decorations and lights by now, but perhaps like 
us, you’ve found a couple of items that have been missed??!!  It’s surprising how things right under 
our noses somehow become ‘invisible’, and that equally applies to potential security weaknesses.  
Make it one of your New Year Resolutions to carry out an audit of your property – house, garage, 
shed, car and other property to make sure that all is in order. 
 
PROPERTY MARKING – again! 
 
I know that we are already a month into the New Year, but have you taken steps to security mark 
any valuable items received for Christmas?  It’s been said many times before, but it is still worth 
repeating.  Statistics show that less than 10% of stolen property is ever reunited with the rightful 
owner, simply because there is NO way to identify who the rightful owner is!  The use of appropriate 
property marking could be invaluable in the unfortunate event that you lose or have a valuable item 
stolen.  There is also a free online service called ‘Immobilise’ (www.immobilise.com/) where you can 
register details of your valuable items.  The police have access to this database which helps them 
return stolen property to its rightful owner. 
 
PHISHING – in January! 
 
I’ve already been alerted to one potential scam this year, relating to the online renewal of car tax.  A 
resident went online to renew his car tax and inadvertently clicked on a link which appeared to be 
the DVLA online service, but which turned out to be ‘a secure online payment service CYB-PRO’.  
Whilst it appears possible to make payments via this service, there will be a charge of some sort, so 
you invariably end up paying for a service which is FREE if you use the correct address.  For 
vehicle tax renewal this is: 
 

https://www.gov.uk/vehicle-tax 
 
The key things to note are the leading https:// which indicates that the site is encrypted for security, 
and the www.gov.uk as the main address.  ALL UK government departments can be accessed via 
https://www.gov.uk, but be on your guard for the various ‘spoof’ sites which look like the real thing 
but which are anything but!  There are a number of software add-ons, such as the SmartScreen 
Filter in Internet Explorer 8, which help you ‘sort out the wheat from the chaff’. 
 

*     *     * 
 

For further information about any of these topics or about Neighbourhood Watch, contact: 
David Gresswell – Area Co-ordinator, Flackwell Heath 
(Tel: 525019   e-mail: flackwell-nhwatch@talktalk.net) 

 

Police General & Non-emergency number: 101 
Public Safety Team (Anti-social behaviour): 01494 421087 

Crimestoppers (Anonymous): 0800 555 111 
Trading Standards (Consumer Direct): 0845 4 04 05 06 

ACTION FRAUD: 0300 123 2040 (http://www.actionfraud.police.uk/) 

NHS 111 (replacing NHS Direct): 111 
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