
Neighbourhood Watch News – March 2015 
 

TVAlerts   - Website:  https://www.thamesvalleyalert.co.uk/ 
 
TVAlerts are messages sent out to our area by Thames Valley Police from the Wycombe Police 
Station advising of crimes in the district, providing safety and security information, details of ‘missing 
persons’, etc.  All members of Neighbourhood Watch schemes have access to these messages, 
either via their scheme coordinator or by personal registration with the TVAlerts system.  However, 
as the system principally uses e-mail to communicate these messages, it is vital that you let us 
know of any change in your e-mail address.  You can do this by logging on to your personal account 
with TVAlerts, or by telling your scheme coordinator – or myself.  If you do NOT have an e-mail 
account, you can also receive TVAlerts by voicemail, but again it is essential that you advise us of 
any change to your phone number(s).  [There are currently restrictions on the number of messages 
being sent out as a result of staff changes at Wycombe.] 
 
 
Cybercrime 
 
This is one of the fastest growing types of crime and includes ‘Phishing’ (e-mail crime) and ‘Vishing’ 
(telephone crime).  Cybercrime is either ‘Internet-dependent’ (only possible via the Internet) or 
‘Internet-enabled’ (extending the scope of ‘traditional’ crime via the Internet).  There have been 
reports of local residents being ‘conned’ out of substantial sums of money by these devious 
criminals.  In many cases, they operate from outside the UK which makes it very difficult to track 
them down and successfully prosecute them.  Cybercrime is now extending its unpleasant tentacles 
into the ‘social networking’ arena, attempting to exploit any weaknesses in Facebook, Twitter, etc. 
or trying to ‘persuade’ the victim to reveal personal data for identity theft or worse. 
 
Crime Statistics 
 
Although the latest published ‘Crime Survey for England & Wales (CSEW)’ is now a couple of years 
old, it shows quite clearly that mobile phones are the most common item involved in ‘Theft from a 
person’, and bicycles and computers the most common item taken in burglary.  However, the 
survey shows substantial falls in property crime, with levels having fallen by half since they peaked 
in the mid-1990s. This significant fall has been driven by large reductions in very common crimes 
such as vandalism, vehicle-related theft and burglary.  While these high volume crime types 
continue to show falls, in contrast, recent trends show increases in the lower volume (less common) 
personal theft offences such as ‘theft from the person’ recorded by the police.  
 

(Source: CSEW published by the ONS, May 2013) 
 
Home Security Booklet 
 
I have a stock of this useful little booklet on Crime Prevention produced by Thames Valley Police.  
Contact me if you would like a copy. 
 

*     *     * 
 

For further information about any of these topics or about Neighbourhood Watch, contact: 
David Gresswell – Area Co-ordinator, Flackwell Heath 
(Tel: 525019   e-mail: flackwell-nhwatch@talktalk.net) 

 
Police General & Non-emergency number: 101 

Public Safety Team (Anti-social behaviour): 01494 421087 
Crimestoppers (Anonymous): 0800 555 111 

Trading Standards (Consumer Direct): 0845 4 04 05 06 
ACTION FRAUD: 0300 123 2040 (http://www.actionfraud.police.uk/) 

NHS 111 (replacing NHS Direct): 111 
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