
Neighbourhood Watch News – April 2015 
 

Summer Time is with us – but will we have a half-decent summer? 
 
The clocks went FORWARD by 1 hour on Sunday, March 29th – Yes!  I did check my facts…..!  
Don’t forget to re-set any electrical/electronic timers that you use around your house for security 
purposes, to reflect this change.  In fact, as the days get longer, it is probably appropriate to change 
the ON/OFF times as well, to take account of the lighter evenings. 
 
Local Crime Rates 
 
Although any crime is one too many, it is encouraging to note that when comparing year on year 
crime rates for our area, 2014/15 saw a small decrease in the majority of crimes that are likely to 
affect us as a community.  In terms of the number of crimes per 1,000 population, Wycombe 
recorded approx. 40, compared with approx. 50 for the Thames Valley as a whole. 
 
Crime Prevention 
 
There is a wealth of crime prevention information available from Neighbourhood Watch and from 
the police, including from their various web sites for those of you who have internet access.   
 
Although Flackwell Heath has experienced the occasional burglary or attempted burglary, one of 
the most common crimes at present is ‘Theft from Motor Vehicles’ (TFMV), as opposed to theft of 
motor vehicle.  In particular, vans are a common target, in the belief that they will contain items of 
value such as power tools.  These are easily disposed of for cash.  Some simple precautions can 
reduce the risk of your van being the target: 
 

 If possible, don’t leave any items of value in your van! 
 Park in a well lit area in such a way as to prevent thieves from gaining access to doors and           

working unobserved. 
 Clearly mark all items of value – this will reduce their value to thieves and increase the 

chance of stolen items being re-united with you. 
 Fit an approved alarm to your vehicle. 

 
Wycombe District Neighbourhood Watch Association – Annual General Meeting 
 
This year, the AGM returns to the Church Hall at the Church of Christ the Servant King on the 
corner of Cressex Road and Sycamore Road, Booker, HP12 4TJ on Tuesday, April 14th at 7.30 pm.  
We are pleased to note that the guest speakers will be Dominic Grieve QC, and DCI Richard List 
from TVPolice who will talk about Cybercrime, which as noted last month, is now a significant 
problem and on the increase.  All are welcome to attend this meeting, although only members of 
Neighbourhood Watch can vote (if required) 
 

*     *     * 
 

For further information about any of these topics or about Neighbourhood Watch, contact: 
David Gresswell – Area Co-ordinator, Flackwell Heath 
(Tel: 525019   e-mail: flackwell-nhwatch@talktalk.net) 

 
Police General & Non-emergency number: 101 

Public Safety Team (Anti-social behaviour): 01494 421087 
Crimestoppers (Anonymous): 0800 555 111 

Trading Standards (Consumer Direct): 0845 4 04 05 06 
ACTION FRAUD: 0300 123 2040 (http://www.actionfraud.police.uk/) 

NHS 111 (replacing NHS Direct): 111 
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