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HAPPY NEW YEAR 
 
I hope you all had a safe and enjoyable Christmas and send my best wishes for 2016. 
 
 
NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTION? 
 
Neighbourhood Watch is the largest single UK voluntary organisation whose main objectives are to 
help reduce crime and the fear of crime.  The current financial constraints being faced by the police 
will inevitably have an impact on policing, which will make Neighbourhood Watch even more 
valuable.  Neighbourhood Watch continues to grow in the Wycombe Local Policing Area (LPA), and 
the Wycombe District Neighbourhood Watch Association is the most active in the Thames Valley 
area.  Their web-site can be found at: 
 
http://neighbourhoodwatchwycombe.org/ 
 
Why not make it one of your New Year Resolutions to start a scheme in your road?  If you are 
already in a scheme, how about giving your scheme a bit of a refresher?  Have any new residents 
been invited to join your scheme?  Is your street signage up to scratch?  The recent Thames Valley 
Alert reporting street sign sponsorship by the Co-op in High Wycombe has seen a very good 
response.   
 
Talk to anyone in an active Neighbourhood Watch scheme, and they will confirm the benefits – both 
practical and social – of belonging to a scheme.  You may even get a reduction in your household 
insurance!  Plans are already in hand to start a new scheme for Wilfred’s Wood Close/Blind Lane. 
 
CRIME IN THE CHEPPING/WYE VALLEY AREA 
 
Data collected by our Neighbourhood Policing Team indicates that we are fortunate in living in a 
relatively low-crime area, although we still experience the occasional ‘Theft from Motor Vehicle’ and 
some ‘Antisocial Behaviour’.  However, we are probably all aware of the increase in deception crime 
by doorstep callers – despite the establishment of ‘No Cold Calling’ schemes.  We can all help 
combat this by being more aware of our vulnerable neighbours.  There has also been a significant 
increase in the level of ‘Cyber-crime’ and we must all take the appropriate steps to protect ourselves 
and our families from such crime in our ever-increasing electronic society. 
 
SPEEDING IN OUR VILLAGE 
 
Whilst ‘speeding’ is often a perception rather than being borne out by hard facts, there is no doubt 
that a minority of our local drivers – and some of those passing through – do exceed the 30 mph 
speed limit throughout the village.  Your Neighbourhood Action Group (NAG) continues to have 
‘Speeding’ as one of their priority items, and CWPC now possesses ‘Moveable Vehicle Activated 
Signs (MVAS)’ which are seen at various locations around our village.  Data collected by these 
devices is used to initiate speed enforcement activity by the Roads Policing team.  YOU HAVE 
BEEN WARNED!  

* * * 
 

For further information about any of these topics or about Neighbourhood Watch, contact: 
David Gresswell – Area Co-ordinator, Flackwell Heath 
(Tel: 525019   e-mail: flackwell-nhwatch@talktalk.net) 

 
Police General & Non-emergency number: 101 

Public Safety Team (Anti-social behaviour): 01494 421087 
Crimestoppers (Anonymous): 0800 555 111 – watch out for a ‘spoof’ Crimestopper site 

Trading Standards (Consumer Direct): 0845 4 04 05 06 
ACTION FRAUD: 0300 123 2040 (http://www.actionfraud.police.uk/) 

The Information Commissioner’s Office: 0303 123 1113 
NHS: 111 

 


