
Neighbourhood Watch News – June 2016 
 

Cons and Scams 
 
As reported by Thames Valley Police at the recent Annual General Meeting of Wycombe District 
Neighbourhood Watch Association, ‘traditional’ acquisitive crime has seen a downturn, but it has 
been replaced by more sophisticated crimes, often using modern internet technology. 
 
For example, in April and May, there were TVAlerts relating to: 
 

 Spoof emails (Phishing) which try to make you open attachments or links in the message 
which can lead you to undesirable websites, or install malware on your computer.  

 ‘Payment diversion’ scams, when you are conned into making a payment to a trader you 
are legitimately dealing with, but the money actually goes to the fraudster. 

 Social Media Ticket Fraud when you are offered tickets to sports or entertainment events 
via social media sites, requiring you to provide bank or card payment details which go 
astray. 

 Wine Investment Fraud preying on those who have ‘invested’ in parcels of ‘quality wine’.  
The fraudster offers to purchase your investment at an attractive price via a fake website, 
the stock is transferred but the money never materialises. 

 HMRC Tax Rebate Scam when you are asked to provide bank details to facilitate the 
payment of a substantial tax rebate into your account.  Never fall for this one! 

 Online recruitment of ‘agents’ via Facebook to sell attractive, high value items via e-Bay 
on behalf of the recruiter.  Money paid to the ‘agent’ is transferred to the recruiter, but the 
‘purchaser’ then claims the items were either not delivered or phoney.  The ‘agent’ is left out 
of pocket. 

 Purchasing pets online – the National Fraud Intelligence Bureau (NFIB) has reported an 
increase in the number of pets being offered for sale via auction websites. In the majority of 
cases the pet does not exist, but purchasers have parted with bank or card details to secure 
payment.  Never buy online; only ever obtain a pet from an approved retailer/breeder or 
consider a ‘rescue’ animal. 

 The latest scam (at the time of writing) relates to phishing emails appearing to be from Apple 
claiming that your iCloud or iTunes account has expired, and seeking bank or card payment 
to ensure continuity of service.  Don’t be fooled – DELETE such messages and report to 
Action Fraud. 

 
If you, or anyone you know, have been affected by any of these cons and scams, report it to Action 
Fraud by calling 0300 123 2040 or visiting www.actionfraud.police.uk. 
 
Summer is Here – or is it? 
 
There were the occasional days during May when it seemed as though summer was almost with us 
– and then it turned cool, wet and windy – again!  Maybe like me, you brushed the cobwebs off the 
BBQ and checked stocks of charcoal or gas……?  Hopefully, by the time this reaches you, summer 
will have settled in and we can all look forward to ‘days of wine and roses’.  However, don’t relax 
your guard when it comes to the security of home, car, etc.  Ensure that doors and windows are 
secure when you are out enjoying the summer, and especially when you are on holiday.  Enjoy! 
 

* * * 
 

For further information about any of this topic or about Neighbourhood Watch, contact: 
David Gresswell – Area Co-ordinator, Flackwell Heath 
(Tel: 525019   e-mail: flackwell-nhwatch@talktalk.net) 

 
Police General & Non-emergency number: 101 

Public Safety Team (Anti-social behaviour): 01494 421087 
Crimestoppers (Anonymous): 0800 555 111 – watch out for a ‘spoof’ Crimestopper site 

Trading Standards (Consumer Direct): 0845 4 04 05 06 
ACTION FRAUD: 0300 123 2040 (http://www.actionfraud.police.uk/) 

The Information Commissioner’s Office: 0303 123 1113 
NHS: 111 

 


