
Neighbourhood Watch News – October 2016 
 

Summer’s Gone – Autumn is here! 
 

Well it wasn’t a bad summer was it?  A mixture of extremes – heavy rain at times early on, followed 
by some very hot days.  Now Autumn is with us, the evenings are drawing in and we need to be 
thinking of our security as the hours of darkness increase.  Here are some basic tips: 

 Make your house look occupied when you are out in the evening, by having a light on a 
timer, either in a room not visible from the road, or upstairs. 

 Make sure you secure all ground floor windows and doors when you leave the house, and 
remember to close any other accessible windows. 

 Keep your keys securely out of sight – it is not a good idea to have them all hanging, neatly 
labelled, on a board in the hall. 

 Keep any tools secure in your garden shed or garage.  Consider installing a shed alarm or a 
padlock alarm.  Anything which disturbs a potential intruder is valuable. 

 Remember – the majority of burglaries are ‘opportunist’, so anything we can do to reduce 
opportunities for crime will help us all. 

 

Cold Callers 
 

Some parts of the Wycombe area have been troubled in recent months by a spate of ‘cold callers’.   
 

- Nottingham Knockers: Generally, these are young men selling cleaning materials and 
small household goods from a bag they carry from door to door. They have sympathy 
stories, such as ‘the goods are made by charities’ or that ‘they have been in prison and they 
are doing this doorstep selling as a rehabilitation programme’. There is no such programme. 
The goods tend to be of inferior quality but with superior prices. They could be checking out 
your house for a subsequent burglary or they could step inside your house to steal 
something while you go to get some money. Do not buy from them. 

 

- Property maintenance: This heading could include roofing, guttering, cladding, drive 
resurfacing, tree lopping etc. They tend to charge excessive prices, but for inferior work or 
do work that isn’t really needed at all. They always want paying in cash so that they cannot 
be traced afterwards and they never provide any estimates, invoices etc.  They may ask for 
a deposit and then not turn up to do the work. Really considerable sums of money can be 
involved. Do not do business with them. 

 

The key point is that, if you encounter anyone at the door in either of these two categories, feel 
absolutely confident to report their presence to the police on 101, even if nothing has gone wrong. 
The police will want to check them out and to encourage them to leave the area.  

 

*     *     * 
For further information about any of these topics or about Neighbourhood Watch, contact: 

David Gresswell – Area Co-ordinator, Flackwell Heath 
(Tel: 525019   e-mail: flackwell-nhwatch@talktalk.net) 

 
Police General & Non-emergency number: 101 

Public Safety Team (Anti-social behaviour): 01494 421087 
Crimestoppers (Anonymous): 0800 555 111 – watch out for a ‘spoof’ Crimestopper site 

Trading Standards (Consumer Direct): 0345 4 04 05 06 (NEW dialling code) 
ACTION FRAUD: 0300 123 2040 (http://www.actionfraud.police.uk/) 

The Information Commissioner’s Office: 0303 123 1113 
NHS: 111 
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