
Neighbourhood Watch News – December 2016 
 

Well, this will be my last offering for 2016, so may I wish all readers a safe and happy Christmas.  
Let us all look forward to a successful 2017, whatever it may bring! 
 
Christmas Safety and Security 
 
Once again I would remind you to think about the safety and security of your property as we start 
the run-up towards Christmas.  Don’t leave your Christmas shopping visible in your car when it is 
parked in a public place - lock your shopping in the boot where it cannot be seen.  Likewise, think 
about the security of your home, especially now that the evenings are dark so much earlier.  
Presents around the Christmas Tree, visible from the road, are often a tempting target for the 
opportunist burglar.  If you are planning to buy any expensive gifts, will they be adequately covered 
by your household contents insurance in the unfortunate event of a burglary?  Post-Christmas, don’t 
forget to security-mark and register any new, expensive items of electronic gadgetry or the like.  
Use the FREE website at http://www.immobilise.com/ 
 
Fraud 
 
As I have noted previously, the ‘traditional’ acquisitive crimes of theft and burglary are on the 
decline, although robbery is still all too common.  These crimes have been supplanted by the 
various forms of fraud, many of which are facilitated by the use of the Internet and Social Media.  
There is a very valuable campaign being run by the organisation – ‘takefive-stopfraud.org.uk’  Their 
main message is ‘STOP & THINK – Take Five to Stop Fraud’  This idea applies to all forms of fraud 
– Phone Scams, Text Message Scams, E-mail Scams, Online Fraud, and can even be applied to 
Cold Calling and Deception Fraud.  I can do no better than quote from their general 5-point advice:- 
 

1. NEVER disclose security details such as your PIN or banking passwords.  If you are being 
asked to hand over personal or financial information, take a moment to reflect.  Ask yourself 
the question – WHY? 

2. Don’t assume that an e-mail (phishing) or phone call (vishing) is authentic.  Just because the 
message or phone call seems to be from a trusted organisation (such as your bank or the 
police) take the time to stop and think about what is going on.  If in doubt, DELETE the 
dubious e-mail or HANG UP the phone. 

3. Don’t be rushed or pressured into making a decision – if the proposition you are being 
offered sounds too good to be true, it almost certainly is! 

4. Listen to your instincts – if in your heart you feel that what is being said is NOT genuine, 
then trust your instincts, take a deep breath and walk away from whatever is on offer.  In 
2015, 1 in 4 victims of fraud knew immediately that they had made a mistake. 

5. Stay in control – don’t be afraid to say ‘NO’ or hang up the phone.  If you think you MAY 
have become a victim of fraud, report the incident immediately to your bank or other 
financial service provider.  It will also be sensible to contact Action Fraud 
(http://www.actionfraud.police.uk/), 0300 123 2040   

 
The Future 
 
If you would like me to write on a specific topic, or have an interest in Neighbourhood Watch feel 
free to contact me – details below. 

 

*     *     * 
 

For further information about any of these topics or about Neighbourhood Watch, contact: 
David Gresswell – Area Co-ordinator, Flackwell Heath 
(Tel: 525019   e-mail: flackwell-nhwatch@talktalk.net) 

 
Police General & Non-emergency number: 101 

Public Safety Team (Anti-social behaviour): 01494 421087 
Crimestoppers (Anonymous): 0800 555 111 – watch out for a ‘spoof’ Crimestopper site 

Trading Standards (Consumer Direct): 0345 4 04 05 06 (NEW dialling code) 
ACTION FRAUD: 0300 123 2040 (http://www.actionfraud.police.uk/) 

The Information Commissioner’s Office: 0303 123 1113 
NHS: 111 
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